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Want to Get 
Involved?

Donate
You can make a monetary 
donation:

Online: thefooddepot.org

Over the phone: Contact Mona at 
505-471-1633, ext. 112

Advocate
You can make a difference by 
sharing information about hunger 
in our communities. Share 
social media posts on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. 

For the latest information, 
go to thefooddepot.org.

Volunteer
The Food Depot is always 
looking for volunteers to join 
the team.  

To learn how to get involved or 
to start an application, visit 
thefooddepot.org/volunteer.

Thank you to our temporary 
staff for assisting during the 

COVID-19 crisis: 
Alcion Calderon

Marilyn Lewis
Amelia Linett 
Billie Secular

David Barton, President 
Len Rand, Vice President

Thomas Jensen, Treasurer 
Caitlin Smith, Secretary 

Noah Berke, At Large Member

Brigid Brahe • Scott Bunton • Janet 
Clow • Bridget Dixson • Carol John-
son • Matt Nerzig  • Dr. Jill Rhymes • 

David Risser •  Kristi Salazar • 
Dr. Bret Smoker • Bill Sveum

Staff
Scott Alexander 
Robyn Archuleta
Scott Baumwald
Chris Blumenstein
Sarah Carter 
Zamir Crispin
Jill Dixon 
Ash Engel
Adan Estrada
Tim Fowler
Dave Halerz
Sherry Hooper 
Russell Johnson
Sammy Madrid
Tori Mendes
Carmen Miramontes
Olivia Miramontes
Ashlynn Montoya
Gill Perea-Martinez

The Food Depot is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit, non-partisan, and an 

equal opportunity provider.  

THE FOOD DEPOT 
Board of Directors
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Justin Peters 
Melissa Petty
Elizabeth Rhine-  
   Egelhoff
Paul Rodriguez
Brian Roybal 
Mona Ruark
Michelle Saiz
Alma Salas
David Sanchez
James Sanchez
Jerome Sanchez
Fred Santistevan 
Austin Tyra
David Vigil
Joel Villegas
Jerry Wagner
Jennifer West
Marco White

Important Work Must Continue

The Food Depot continues its 
disaster response to the pandemic 
that started in mid-March of 2020. 
The Food Depot has continued its 
long commitment to traditional 
food banking, alongside its partner 
nonprofits. Traditional food banking 
must continue in order to assist 
other nonprofits to focus primarily 
on their missions. 

In this issue, learn more about the 
impact The Food Depot and its 
partner agencies made in 2020. The 
Food Depot has added resources 
when and where they are needed, 
including becoming a food pantry, 
distributing right out of its fleet of 
transportation trucks. The Food 
Depot has been, continues to be, and 
is planning to be in disaster response 
mode for many months to come. The 
need to access food is not declining. 

In the coming months, visit 
thefooddepot.org to learn more 
about the changing face of hunger 
and what The Food Depot is doing 
in response. The Food Depot’s Kids 
Kitchen is feeding Santa Fe youth 
now more than ever. New programs 
like Hope for the Homebound and 
Seniors y Más are providing food to 
some of the area’s most vulnerable. 
We are grateful to the city of Santa 
Fe and Santa Fe county for support 
with funding for these initiatives. 

The support we have received from 
the community during this time of 
great need and continued need has 
been wonderful and overwhelming. 
So much so, we have a lot more to 
share with you that couldn’t fit in 
this newsletter. 

Please visit thefooddepot.org 
for more stories, information and 
thank yous. 

Hunger Relief in a COVID-19 World
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Food for Love
Virtual Concert Brings Together 
Stars to Feed New Mexicans 
in Need

On Feb. 13, 2021, dozens of the 
country's top musicians, singers and 
songwriters came together to help 
New Mexicans facing hunger. They 
took part in “Food for Love” a 
virtual concert benefiting New 
Mexico’s food banks. The “Food for 
Love'' virtual concert streamed on 
the organization’s website, 
Facebook and YouTube pages. The 
concert was free, but viewers were 
encouraged to donate to the New 
Mexico Association of Food Banks.
 

Food for Love raised an 
astonishing $833,982 —
for over 3 million meals! 

One hundred percent of every dollar 
raised will go directly to providing 
nutritious meals to New Mexicans 
in every part of the state who are 
struggling with food security.
 
The Food for Love event was 
organized by a group of New Mexico 
residents who decided to come 
together to address one of the 
state’s biggest needs. They include: 
singer/songwriter Terry Allen, his 
wife, actor/writer Jo Harvey Allen, 
local entrepreneurs Susan and Bill 
Banowsky and businessman 
Stephen Feinberg.

 “We see the suffering too many New 
Mexicans are facing and wanted to 
help in any way we could. We believe 
music is food for the soul, so we 
thought we could also use it to feed 
those in need,” said Terry Allen. “It 
was a spark that grew like wildfire 
with so many artists and dignitaries, 
and we are so thankful,” said Jo 
Harvey Allen. “We are thrilled to be 
able to present such amazing 
talent from a group of artists that 
are passionate about helping New 
Mexicans. This Valentine’s eve 
concert is our love letter to 
New Mexico.

 
      Jackson Browne, 
    Lyle Lovett, 

David Byrne, The Chicks, Nathaniel 
Rateliff and Steve Earle were among the 
more than 50 artists that performed in 
the star-studded event. 

Other special guests included 
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham, former 
Gov. Bill Richardson, Senator Tom Udall, 
George RR Martin, Ali MacGraw and 
Hampton Sides.
 

SPONSORS:
Avalon Trust • New Mexico Bank & Trust 

• SLF Foundation • Taos Ski Valley • 
Thornburg Investments •
Thornburg Foundation

Film executive, philanthropist, 
veteran, city councilman, and 
musician – just a few roles Arthur 
Newman filled in life. Many knew 
him for his work in the film industry 
with his brother Paul Newman.  
Arthur gave of his skills, resources 
and talent everywhere he went. 
Arthur came to know Santa Fe first in 
1940 during a family road trip. 

Arthur passed away at the age of 96 
on Dec. 7, 2020, in California. 

The degree of philanthropy of 
Arthur and wife Patty Newman is 
far-reaching in many communities. 
Santa Fe has several organizations 
that benefit from their support 
through the Newman’s Own 
Foundation. The Food Depot knows 
Arthur and wife Patty Newman as 
strong supporters of hunger-relief 
work, specifically through the Food 
4 Kids program. 

“We believe that nourishing children 
is one of the most important things 
we can do for our communities,” 
Patty Newman said in a recent email. 

You may know of the Newman’s 
Own line of food and beverages 
that give 100 percent of proceeds 
to charity through the Newman’s 
Own Foundation. The foundation 
has awarded grants to all 50 states in 
the United States and 31 countries 

around the world, according to the 
Newman’s Own Foundation website. 

Arthur and Patty are directly 
involved in the granting of 
foundation funds, and since 2010, 
the Newman’s Own Foundation has 
supported The Food Depot and the 
Food 4 Kids program with the 
financial equivalent of nearly 
500,000 meals. In a state that 
regularly sees the highest child 
hunger rates in the country, The 
Food Depot is so grateful for this 
continued support. 

The Food Depot staff send our 
heartfelt condolences to Patty and 
the Newman family. In a world that 
is unpredictable and sometimes 
unfair, the Newmans and their 
philanthropic work are a light that 
brings hope to many here in 
northern New Mexico. 

To learn more about 
Newman’s Own Foundation, 
please visit newmansown.org.

Arthur Newman, 
1924-2020

Photo courtesy of Patty Newman
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The Food Depot participated in the 
annual #GivingTuesday campaign 
on December 2, 2020. 

#GivingTuesday is powered by social 
media and encourages people to 
bring awareness to causes they are 
passionate about— and the $12,500 
matching donations from Paul and 
Sally Dillon, Comcast and an 
anonymous donor gave supporters 
a great incentive to give what 
they could. 

For #GivingTuesday 2020, a 
record-breaking $92,117 was 
raised in 24 hours – the equivalent 
of 368,468 meals! Thank you to 
everyone who supported the annual 
#GivingTuesday campaign. 

Del Norte Credit Union's 
Forward Together Campaign 

Long-time supporter Del Norte 
Credit Union's Forward Together 
campaign resulted in 12,900 meals 
for northern New Mexicans in need. 
For each auto loan, mortgage and 
checking account opened during the 

holiday season, an amount was 
donated to The Food Depot. With 
244 checking accounts, 151 auto 
loans and 33 mortgages opened and 
approved, the donation totaled 
$3,225.  Thank you, Del Norte Credit 
Union and all who participated in the 
Forward Together Campaign!

Santa Fe Place

Santa Fe Place continues to be a 
generous supporter of The Food 
Depot’s work. The partnership 
donates a crucial piece of logistical 
support for food distribution – space. 
The Food Depot utilizes the space 
by storing food and hosting 
volunteer projects there. Thank you, 
Santa Fe Place! 

The Reaud Charitable 
Foundation, Inc. 

The Food Depot recently received a 
generous donation of $25,000 from 
The Reaud Charitable Foundation, 
honoring supporters Jim and 
Carolyn Pavitt. 

This donation is the equivalent of 
100,000 meals. Thank you to The 
Reaud Charitable Foundation and the 
Pavitts for your support in feeding 
northern New Mexicans in need.  

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
New Mexico

The Food Depot is grateful for the 
continued support of long-time 
partner Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of New Mexico. The company’s 
Feed and Nourish Grant provided 
$11,000 to support the Mobile Food 
Pantry program. 

Santa Fe Kia 
“Feeding Our Community”

Santa Fe Kia recently donated the 
equivalent of 20,000 meals during 
their “Feeding Our Community” 
campaign during the month of 
December. Thank you, Santa Fe Kia! 

Market Street & 
Albertson's Market

Thank you to local Market 
Street and Albertson’s 
Market grocery stores for 
their “Turkey Bucks” 
holiday donation of 
$10,616 –the equivalent 
of 42,464 meals.

A Special Donation

Recently, The Food Depot received 
a special donation from artist 
Catherine Wygant, along with 
Kakawa Chocolate House owners 
Bonnie and Tony Bennett. 

Catherine made 300 masks that were 
sold at Kakawa Chocolate House, 
donating all proceeds. The donation 
is the equivalent of 14,400 meals. 

Thank you, Catherine, Tony, Bonnie 
and all who supported this unique 
community fundraiser! 
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Pat Trujillo – Incredibly Generous

The Food Depot will greatly miss 
long-time volunteer Pat Trujillo, 
who recently passed away. Many 
might recognize Pat from previous 
Souper Bowls when he would set up 
the incredible wood frame displays 
for The Food Depot’s storyboards or 
when he would guide others with 
building something during a special 
Comcast Cares Day. You could also 
find Pat around The Food Depot 
building a custom solution to help 
improve operations in the 
warehouse. 

Pat put a smile on everyone’s face 
when he would come visit the 
warehouse and treat staff to a 
home-cooked meal during the 
lunch hour. 

"I remember working Souper Bowl 
with Pat a few years ago. He backed 
his truck up to the convention center 

before the event and began 
unloading these beautiful, huge, 
handcrafted wooden display stands. 
He was bustling around and smiling 
and joking like he always did, and 
mentioned just in passing he'd been 
up 48-hours straight building and 
finishing the stands in his workshop. 
He was so talented with wood and 
metal, so fun, so funny, and so full of 
life. I didn't know until after his death 
he'd carved the governor's desk. I 
think of him often and miss him 
dearly." – Chris Blumenstein

“He was our modern day Leonardo 
da Vinci!” – Justin Peters

“Any time Pat would come down 
the hall to chat, you knew you were 
going to have a good laugh. He was 
straightforward and kind-hearted. He 
was incredibly generous of his skills 
and time for us, and we are all better 
for knowing him.” – Jennifer West
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The Food Depot 
Goes Solar
Reducing their Carbon Footprint

This spring, The Food Depot will 
complete a long desired solar project 
— a goal that was established during 
the construction of the warehouse 
in 2013. 

With the improvement of solar panel 
technology, The Food Depot’s 
Operation Committee felt it was a 
good time to revisit the project, and 
meetings were held with the 
contractor in early 2020. When the 
pandemic set in, the committee 
continued their work virtually. A 
partnership with Affordable Solar 
was established, a lease agreement 
was signed and The Food Depot is 
now able to take advantage of 
reducing their carbon footprint and 
reducing their electric costs by 
5 percent – meaning more funds to 
purchase food for those in need. 

In total, 245 panels will be installed 
on three roofs. The Food Depot is 
grateful for the dedication of the 
Operations Committee to this project: 
Scott Alexander, Noah Berke, 
Paul D’Arcy, Doug Gardner, 
Sherry Hooper, Justin Peters, Len 
Rand, Fred Seibel, and Bill Sveum. 

Halftime Show
With the Souper Bowl on pause in 
2021, The Food Depot hosted a 
virtual Halftime Show. 

Supporting 10 local food 
establishments that were prior 
Souper Bowl participants, The Food 
Depot asked locals to purchase 
special soups between Jan. 15-31. 
For every soup purchased, The 
Food Depot received $1 and the 
remaining profits remained with 
the restaurants. 

Please continue to support local 
restaurants and local media who 
have always supported The Food 
Depot’s hunger relief efforts in our 
communities. They will need our 
continued support long into 2021.
 

Thank you for participating in 
The Halftime Show:

Arable
Del Charro

Jambo Cafe
La Fonda on the Plaza

La Montañita Co-op
MiSanta Custom Catering

Nath’s Inspired Khmer Cuisine
The Pantry 
Paper Dosa

Red Sage at Buffalo Thunder 
Casino and Hotel 

THE FOOD DEPOT

Northern New Mexico’s Food Bank

D DEFOO

Thank You, Pat!
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Fast Forward Due to the Pandemic

The Food Depot has had a strong 
history of preparing to meet the 
needs of northern New Mexico – 
preparing for disasters, an increase in 
food insecurity, to fill food gaps 
where needed. There was a plan for 
years to come and steadily increase 
resources as staff could. Then, the 
pandemic arrived. 

The Food Depot reviewed its disaster 
relief plan, and adjusted, and then 
adjusted some more. Throughout 
2020, The Food Depot had faced 
challenges in logistics and 
operations it had not seen before: 
Issues with the food chain supply, 
food storage, a major change in 
volunteer base, and a sharp increase 
in demand. In addition, the biggest 
and most important challenge of 
all – keeping staff and volunteers 
safe from a devastating virus with 
some effects still unknown. 

With support from so many 
individuals in the community, 
foundations, businesses and special 
funds, The Food Depot was able 
to meet some substantial goals it 
had for hunger relief years down 
the road. 

2020: Milestones Realized Years Early

Since 2020, The Food Depot 
has provided an average of 
804,500 meals a month, 
compared to 430,000 meals 
in 2019. 

The staff obviously knew there was a 
significant increase in distribution, 
but the final numbers for 2020 
demanded a pause. A pause to take 
a breath, a pause to appreciate all 
that The Food Depot (staff, 
volunteers and hunger-relief 
partners) had accomplished, but also 
to recognize all the support the food 
bank had received. 

The amount of food distributed 
–11.5 million pounds – was a 
number The Food Depot had 
planned for many years down the 
road, not to begin this decade. 

Distributing the equivalent of more 
than 9.6 million meals simply could 
not have been possible without 
outpouring of support from 
volunteers and donors that set 
records in time donated and dollars 
given. With the increase in demand 
for food came additional costs for 
transportation, buying food that was 
typically donated and the need for 
additional staff. 

Special thank yous to the Santa Fe 
Community Foundation, the All 
Together New Mexico Fund, the 
City of Santa Fe, Santa Fe County and 
the State of New Mexico with their 
timely support. 

The Food Depot does not expect a 
full recovery from the pandemic for 
several years, and will continue to fill 
food gaps, work with hunger-relief 
partners and be here for northern 
New Mexico for as long as needed. 

A snapshot: 
Impact in 2020

•  804,500 meals are provided 
each month

•  40,812 people are served per 
quarter

•  11,585,915 pounds of food 
distributed in 2020, enough 
for 9,654,929 meals

•  55% of the food distributed is 
fruits & vegetables

•  22% of the food distributed is 
protein items

•  95 cents of every dollar 
donated goes directly 

 to feeding northern 
 New Mexicans

•  115 nonprofit hunger-relief 
partners in nine counties

P A G E  11
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Strengthening Partner Agency Operations 
for Sustainability

Ongoing Commitment from 
Partner Agencies

It was a difficult year in 2020 due 
to COVID-19, but providing food 
to communities in northern New 
Mexico continued thanks in large 
part to the ongoing commitment 
of The Food Depot’s nonprofit 
partner agencies. At times, it was 
inspirational — seeing all the agency 
volunteers who give their time and 
effort above and beyond. At other 
times, it was daunting — seeing the 
rising numbers of people in need, 
closures and lockdowns due to 
rising COVID-19 cases. But agency 
volunteers have shown great 
innovation and team effort to 

figure out all the logistics to keep 
distributions happening. It is our 
pleasure at The Food Depot to work 
alongside them to continue to serve 
communities in nine Northern New 
Mexico counties.
 
When COVID-19 began, The Food 
Depot staff reached out to agency 
partners and held feedback 
sessions on the Zoom platform, 
along with checking in via phone 
calls, emails and socially distanced 
in-person visits to help support 
agencies in meeting the challenges 
they faced in distributing food. In 
response to their feedback, The 
Food Depot provided personal 
protective equipment supplies such 
as sanitizer, masks, gloves, boxes 
and bags. In addition, agencies that 
changed their distribution model 
to drive-thru pantries were offered 
tents and wagons to help make the 
transition easier, especially in winter 
weather. Agencies that continued to 
distribute and saw increased need 
were provided funds and additional 
food offerings to help during the 
pandemic.

The Food Depot greatly appreciates 
our partner agencies that continue 
to serve their communities through 
many challenges. The Food Depot 
will continue to offer support and 
expand agency capacity. We can do 
more when we all succeed. 

Wagons were recently given to partner 
agencies to assist with during drive-thru food 
distributions. Logistics of food distributions 
were forced to change when the COVID-19 
pandemic started. 

Hungry to Learn

College Students Struggle with Food 

Growing up, many people are told 
college after high school is a 
necessity to get a great, good-paying 
job and be successful. Attending 
college can be some of the most 
rewarding years where one discovers 
their life's passion. It can also be a 
time of struggle, stress and to a 
certain degree, survival. 

“I was pretty naive to the cost of 
college,” a student from a college in 
northern New Mexico recently said. 
“But once I decided I was going to 
college, I was pretty excited.” 

There was a lot that financial aid did 
not cover for the school year at this 
small college, including a meal plan 
for this student. He got a job at a 
fast-food restaurant, partially 
because he knew it would help with 
getting food. 

“We would buy something cheap at 
a local fast-food restaurant. The 
receipt would include an offer to 
complete a survey. If you did the 
survey, you would get a free combo 
meal. The manager really got to 
know us there,” he laughed. “Some 
days, it was really hard. We would 
save the cookie because we knew 
that we might need it for tomorrow.” 

At a time where students should be 
preparing for their professional 

careers, hunger is often the first 
thought over academics. 

“I was hungry a lot. It’s 
kinda hard to ignore that. 
The worry became how am 
I going to eat today over 
my assignments.” 

Register to Learn More...

The Food Depot, 
along with New 
Mexico First and 
Presbyterian Health 
Services are hosting 
a screening of 
Hungry to Learn – a 
documentary looking 
at college students and their struggle 
with hunger. The event is free, but 
registration is required. 

Attendees will register and have 
the opportunity to stream the 
documentary between March 15 
and March 28. 

The Food Depot’s Executive Director 
Sherry Hooper will moderate a 
discussion with University of New 
Mexico Associate Professor Sarita 
Cargas, D.Phil, at 5:30 p.m. on 
March 25. The discussion will include 
Dr. Cargas’ recent research report on 
Basic Needs Insecurity at UNM. 

Go to thefooddepot.org to register 
and for more information.
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The Numbers are Big

In 2020, The Food Depot distributed 
the equivalent of 9,654,929 meals 
to northern New Mexicans in need. 
Every quarter, 40,812 people in 
northern New Mexico access food 
through The Food Depot’s network. 
These are big programs making a 
big impact. But at The Food Depot, 
we understand that small programs 
matter too. Filling cracks and gaps in 
available services is a critical part of 
our mission and can make all the 
difference to a family in need.
 
Easy Prep Food Boxes are a case in 
point. What happens when a family 
is experiencing homelessness, living 
in a motel room and lacks a vehicle? 
It's no help directing them to a 
distribution site or partner agency, 
especially when disability, poor 
health or lack of childcare present 
barriers. That's where Easy-Prep Food 
Boxes come in. Each week, our 
volunteer teams build food boxes 
packed with nutritious ingredients 
like dehydrated meals, canned fruits 
and vegetables, protein bars, peanut 
butter, beef jerky, tuna, bread, 
apples, and more. They can be stored 
and eaten even where no plates, 
silverware, fridge, stove, or 
microwave are available.

Each week, as many as 10 Easy-Prep 
Boxes are delivered to motel rooms 
around town by the Hope for the 
Homebound program, a partnership 
of The Food Depot and Santa Fe 
County. At other times, the boxes are 
collected from The Food Depot and 
delivered by dedicated staff from 
CONNECT partner agencies. In both 
cases it’s a delivery not only of 
much-needed food, but also of 
community caring, extended to 
individuals and families often 
experiencing their hardest time ever.
 
"Having these Easy Prep Food Boxes 
available has been a true blessing," 
said Liz Glantz, a social worker with 
the New Mexico Coalition to End 
Homelessness. "Although people 
placed in hotels are sheltered from 
the elements, they are still in need of 
food. This program has been, and 
continues to be, a significant help in 
aiding and meeting the needs of 
these vulnerable clients."

Small Programs 
with Big Impact

Non-perishable foods are combined to make 
an Easy Prep Food Box for those experiencing 
homelessness. These foods can be eaten with no 
preparation, heat or silverware, if necessary.

If you or someone you know need food assistance or other 
resources available through the CONNECT program, please email 
Chris at navigator@thefooddepot.org.

Young 
Donor 
with a 
Heart 
of Gold
The Food Depot recently received a 
donation from a young donor, 
Alyosha, who really wanted to give 
his $20 and share why he felt it 
was important.

What made you want to donate 
to The Food Depot?  I want 
people to be happier. I also 
want people to have food.

Why does feeding people 
matter to you?  Because I think 
everybody has a right to food. 
I also want people to be less 
hungry and more happy. When 
people are hungry they can't 
focus and get tired and that is 
not fun. 

What do you hope happens 
because of your donation?  
I hope that people are less 
hungry and happier. I also 
hope that more people get 
more food. 

P A G E  1 5

Give Back 
Community 

Partnershsip 
Keep your ear to the ground 
for the KUNM Spring 
Membership Drive. 

KUNM is partnering with 
Independent Vehicle Service 
in Albuquerque and The Food 
Depot to create the "Give Back 
Community Partnership,” 
a collaboration to support 
great radio and our fellow 
northern New Mexican’s facing 
food insecurities – all with one 
simple donation. 

This March, when KUNM 
members renew their 
memberships, a donation will 
be made to The Food Depot. 

Donations received by March 31 
will be entered into a drawing 
for a Co-Motion Deschutes 
gravel touring bike from 
Two Wheel Drive. 

For KUNM membership levels 
and more information on the 
Give Back Community 
Partnership, go to 
thefooddepot.org. 
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Volunteers—More Important Now Than Ever!

April 18 - 24 is National Volunteer Appreciation Week

Thanks to our Volunteers!

Volunteers have always been an 
integral part of The Food Depot’s 
work. With the assistance of 
volunteers in the warehouse, on the 
admin side, and offsite at food 
distributions across nine counties in 
northern New Mexico, resources are 
stretched as far as possible. One 
result? For every dollar donated, 
95 cents goes directly to feeding 
northern New Mexicans. 

As with so much in 2020, the 
pandemic brought changes to The 
Food Depot’s volunteer program. 
Staff worked tirelessly to modify the 
program as needs and projects 
changed, and smoothed out bumps 
along the way. 

The Food Depot’s volunteers 
have never been more vital 
to the food banking process 
than they are in getting out 
millions of pounds of food. 
It simply could not be done 
without them. 

April 18-24 is 
National 
Volunteer 
Appreciation 
Week. 

The Food 
Depot invites you to celebrate 
virtually with us on our social media 
channels and website in an effort to 
keep everything as safe as possible. 
Learn more about our special team, 
and if you are so moved, apply to 
join us! 

Karen Dailey: 
To witness the 
gratefulness of 
those receiving 
the food. 

Laura 
Gutierrez: 
The feeling of 
helping 
others is what 
motivates me 
to volunteer.  
I enjoy 
working 

with other volunteers, working as a 
team to accomplish our project for 
people in need. 

Richard Martinez: The thank you 
and appreciation from the clients we 
help, also working with the other 
volunteers and The Food Depot staff 
and definitely the Java Joe’s Coffee. 

"I have been very, very fortunate throughout 
this pandemic, and it feels only right that I 
give back to our community. Food is such a 
basic necessity; no one should ever have to go 
hungry," says volunteer, Liz Levine. 

Sherry Patten: I really like the work: 
sorting, bagging, boxing. I also have 
been privileged to take part in 
distribution events and summer 
programs for kids. I have learned so 
much about the community.  

Marian Yeske:  Distributions. I get to 
see and say hello to the people that 
we help -- masked and 6 ft. distanced 
of course! It really is humbling.

The Food Depot asked volunteers to share a little about 
volunteering. Here is some of what they had to say: 

What is your favorite part about volunteering? 
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What motivates you 
to volunteer? 

Julia Belles: I volunteer because we 
should treat our neighbors the way 
we would want to be treated.  I help 
out at distributions and with 
repacking and sorting food.  I’m 
surprised that after a few boxes eggs 
can seem kinda heavy. 

Volunteers —
More Important 
Now Than Ever...
continued from page 16

Thomas Leming: My motivation 
is dual – to get me out of the house 
and an otherwise boring existence, 
and to help feed people who 
otherwise might go hungry. 

Marcia Lenithan: 
What motivates me to volunteer at 
The Food Depot are the long lines 
at the food distributions and the 
need I see in our community. I 
can’t stand the thought of people, 
especially children or our elders 
going hungry.  

Mark Padilla: When I walk in the door 
at The Food Depot I know I'm going 
to have a good morning. I leave The 
Food Depot with so much positive 
energy. I know I'm going to have a 
great day. My favorite thing I do at 
The Food Depot is working with the 
bread team. Living my dream at 
The Food Depot.

Barry Rochelle: First, I just want to 
help improve the food security 
situation for fellow New Mexicans 
who need a little help.  Lastly, it is the 
right thing to do. Growing up, my 
parents instilled in us that helping 
those that need help was the right 
way to live.

Dena Ross: I read about and see 
people who do not have enough, 
and I feel my heart breaking for 
them. The Food Depot lets me help 
a little bit, in a way that with my 
small contribution and the 
contributions of so many others, 
makes a real difference.
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