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The Food 
Depot’s 

disaster 
response 
team 
started 
meeting 

in March 
and quickly put 

into place procedures to do what we 
do best – move as much food as 
possible through our network of 
hunger relief partners in northern 
New Mexico. 

As the first weeks of the pandemic 
response turned into months, the 
team continually adapted to 
overcome frequent challenges and 
changes. What started as a short-
term, emergency response effort has 
evolved into The Food Depot's 
enduring hunger-relief assistance as 
communities continue to feel the 
effects of COVID-19. Adapting hasn't 
been easy; the pandemic has taken 
every piece of what we do and 
flipped it sideways. To keep staff, 
volunteers, and those who receive 
food from The Food Depot safe, it 
takes every person to follow COVID-
safe best practices – every single day. 

The Food Depot wishes to 
express its deepest 
gratitude to so many in the 
community. 

Want to Get 
Involved?

Donate
You can make a monetary 
donation:

Online: thefooddepot.org

Over the phone: Contact Mona at 
505-471-1633, ext. 112

Advocate
You can make a difference by 
sharing information about hunger 
in our communities. Share 
social media posts on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. 

For the latest information, 
go to thefooddepot.org.

Volunteer
The Food Depot is always 
looking for volunteers to join 
the team.  

To learn how to get involved or to 
start an application, visit 
volunteer@thefooddepot.org.

Thank you to our temporary 
staff for assisting during the 

COVID-19 crisis: 
Jacob Brody-Ogborn

Leah Carter
Sean Kupchella
David Sanchez

Michele Saiz

Board of 
Directors
David Barton, President 
Len Rand, Vice President
Thomas Jensen, Treasurer 
Caitlin Smith, Secretary 
Noah Berke, At Large Member
Brigid Brahe
Scott Bunton
Janet Clow
Bridget Dixson
Carol Johnson
Matt Nerzig
Dr. Jill Rhymes
David Risser 
Kristi Salazar
Dr. Bret Smoker
Bill Sveum 
Staff
Scott Alexander
Robyn Archuleta
Scott Baumwald
Chris Blumenstein
Sarah Carter 
Zamir Crispin
Jill Dixon 
Ash Engel
Tim Fowler
Dave Halerz
Sherry Hooper 
Sammy Madrid
Ashlynn Montoya
Gill Perea-Martinez
Justin Peters 
Melissa Petty
Elizabeth Rhine-Egelhoff
Paul Rodriguez
Brian Roybal 
Mona Ruark
James Sanchez
Jerome Sanchez
Fred Santistevan 
Austin Tyra
David Vigil
Jerry Wagner
Jennifer West
Marco White

The Food Depot is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit, non-partisan, and an 

equal opportunity provider.  

THE FOOD DEPOT 
      To our Readers:
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To individual donors, businesses and 
foundations: your support has 
allowed us to keep the food supply 
strong when traditional sources of 
food quickly dwindled. 

To our volunteers who are staying at 
home, many who needed to step 
back from their regular shifts with us 
for everyone’s health, we miss you 
and appreciate your support from 
afar. To our volunteers who have 
filled their shoes, many because you 
were furloughed and needed a place 
to contribute your skills, we couldn’t 
do what we are doing on a daily 
basis without you. 

To those who have received food 
from us in the last several months at 
each distribution, thank you for 
following guidelines to keep all of us 
safe and healthy to continue serving 
the community.  

This issue acknowledges – and 
celebrates – all of the struggles, 
obstacles and solutions we have 
encountered in 2020. While no one 
knows what 2021 will bring, The 
Food Depot has been overwhelmed 
by your continued support. It truly 
lifts and carries the spirit of staff, and 
we can’t thank you enough. 

With appreciation and gratitude, 
The Food Depot staff
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January 15-31

As the weather turns chilly and 
baseball games give way to football 
there is nothing better than a warm 
bowl of soup to fill a hungry belly. 

While there won't be a Souper Bowl 
in 2021 (a similarly-named football 
game is still on the calendar) we have 
found the next best answer for 
everyone who loves soup. 

Coming this January "The Halftime 
Show" is your chance to taste all of 
the best soups that Santa Fe's finest 
chefs have to offer.

The Halftime Show is a soup 
tasting running January 15 
through January 31, and will 
spotlight your favorite chefs 
and restaurants from past 
Souper Bowls. 

Join us for the Halftime Show

THE FOOD DEPOT

Northern New Mexico’s Food Bank

D DEFOO A select group of Santa Fe 
restaurants will sell a Halftime Soup 
Special for dine-in or take-out and 
every soup purchase made includes 
a donation to The Food Depot. Each 
restaurant, chef and soup special will 
be featured as a "Player Profile" on 
The Food Depot's Facebook page. 
Diners can also purchase a Soup 
Scorecard from The Food Depot to 
become eligible for fabulous prizes 
from The Food Depot.

Dedicated soup fanatics will want to 
develop a tasting strategy as the 
Halftime Show will only run for 
16 days. True "soupies" should make 
daily soup orders to ensure they visit 
every restaurant and fill their 
scorecards. Diners can purchase a 
Soup Scorecard from The Food 
Depot to rate their soup specials and 
for a chance to win raffle prizes from 
a variety of local sponsors. 
Scorecards will be available for 
purchase from The Food Depot on 
Jan.1, 2020. 

Tell your friends and family there's 
no need to make dinner for the last 
two weeks of January. Whether you 
prefer a bisque, stew or chowder, 
grab your spoon and get ready 
for kick-off of The Halftime Show 
on Jan. 15. For more details on the 
Halftime show, head over to 
thefooddepot.org.

Unique Ways 
to Support 
The Food Depot
Forward Together Promotion
Nov. 23 - Dec. 31

Del Norte Credit Union, a long-time 
supporter of The Food Depot, is 
working to feed more people this 
holiday season. 

With their Forward Together 
promotion, a donation will be 
made to support hunger relief
efforts in nine counties in northern 
New Mexico.

During Nov. 23 and Dec. 31: 

• Open a new checking account 
with Direct Deposit and

20 meals will be provided

• Finance an auto loan and 
40 meals will be provided

• Close a mortgage and 
60 meals will be provided

Thank you, 
Del Norte Credit Union! 

Feeding Our Backyard Fundraiser 
Nov. 22- Dec. 31

Bell's Brewing, a craft brewery based 
in Michigan, and Premier Distributing 
Company have teamed up for the 
Feeding Our Backyard fundraiser 
to benefit three New Mexico food 
banks, including The Food Depot. 

Bell's Brewing and Premier 
Distributing will each donate 
$800 to The Food Depot. 

The promotion will have posters at 
local retail beer outlets throughout 
the state encouraging customers to 
give a gift via a QR code linking to 
the donation page of their regional 
food bank. This fundraiser will run 
from Nov. 22 through Dec. 31 of 
this year. 

Share your love of craft beer and The 
Food Depot with a Two-Hearted Ale 
and a donation this holiday season.

Thank you, Bell’s Brewing and 
Premiere Distributing Company! 
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Welcome to the Team!

Marco White

Marco White is the new warehouse 
coordinator for The Food Depot. 
Marco joined the team as a volunteer 
in April when the pandemic was 
taking shape and recently as a staff 
member in September. 

“(The Food Depot) was a place doing 
important work. There was an 
apparent increase in need. I wanted 
to volunteer somewhere that was 
going to help people in a concrete 
way. It was a job I was willing to do in 
the volunteer capacity, and then it 
was an easy choice to work with 
them,” Marco said. 

Marco assists with a variety of tasks 
in the warehouse and food distribu-
tions. Marco is a 12th generation 
New Mexican. In 2019, Marco gradu-
ated from the University of New 
Mexico with a degree in Latin Ameri-
can History. Welcome Marco!

Dave Halerz

Dave Halerz joined The Food Depot 
team in late September 2020 as a 
receiving coordinator. He’s from 
Chicago, Illinois, and has been in 
Santa Fe for about three years. 

Dave learned from his wife that The 
Food Depot was hiring and decided 
to apply. He’s responsible for 
checking in the truck loads that 
come into The Food Depot. Dave 
enjoys assisting with picking up food 
and other tasks that need to be done 
in the warehouse. 

When not working at The Food 
Depot, Dave enjoys hanging out 
with his family. Dave is married and 
has three children. Welcome to the 
team, Dave! 

Babies Need 
Navigation 
Too

Navigation Program 
Distributes Diapers 

Many people know that The Food 
Depot's Diaper Depot program 
provides diapers in bulk to partner 
agencies throughout northern New 
Mexico, much as we do with food. 

But did you know The Food Depot's 
Navigation Program distributes 
diapers to families in need from our 
office on Siler Road as well?

Families in need can receive 
80 diapers per month per child, 
plus wipes. Sometimes donations 
of baby food or formula are 
available too. 

As any parent - or anyone who's 
wandered down the diaper lane at 
the local supermarket -- knows, 
diapers are expensive. For a family 
struggling financially, as so many are 
in these trying times, that represents 
an important amount of money that 
can be applied to other uses. From 
December 2019 through September 
2020, the program distributed 
approximately 46,400 diapers to 
143 families. That's a lot of babies’ 
bottoms!  If you need assistance with 
resources, please email navigation@
thefooddepot.org. 
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NM Safe 
Certification
The Food Depot is proud to have 
earned the NM Safe Certification 
in August 2020. 

This certification educated staff in 
best practices in a COVID-19 
world. The Food Depot has a 
strong commitment to keep staff, 
volunteers and clients safe.

 

A Special 
Gift Idea
This holiday 
season, consider 
a gift in honor of 
someone. Every dollar donated 
The Food Depot can feed four 
people in our communities. 

Gifts of any size are appreciated, 
especially during the public 
health crisis when the need and 
expenses for The Food Depot 
have drastically increased. This 
year will feature a special card to 
acknowledge your gift. Go to 
thefooddepot.org for more 
information. 
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“While feeling overwhelmed by the 
increased demand for food 
assistance during the pandemic, our 
staff has identified many silver linings 
in this challenging time. 

We are grateful for the 
opportunity to raise 
awareness about the 
severity of hunger in New 
Mexico, and to develop new 
relationships in our work to 
end hunger. 

We will continue to work with our 
new friends well beyond the 
pandemic. I feel fortunate to work 

Staff Reflections

with such dedicated staff, Board of 
Directors and volunteers. They 
have worked countless hours in the 
heat of summer and the cold of 
winter to ensure hungry children, 
families and seniors have access 
to nutritious food. Finally, I am 
grateful to communities 
throughout northern New Mexico 
for their strong support of 
The Food Depot and our 
partner agencies.”

- Sherry Hooper, 
executive director

"We've distributed exponentially 
more food since the start of the 
pandemic and that is 100% 
because of volunteers. I'm truly 
inspired by how the volunteers 
have packaged more food than 
ever while following stricter 
health protocols to keep each 
other safe." 

- Scott Baumwald, warehouse 
projects coordinator

Whether with The Food Depot several 
years or a few months, the staff has 
seen a lot of firsts this year and took 
a moment to reflect: 

“I always liked helping people 
and the community but now 
being at The Food Depot I am 
satisfied to be able to help 
families who need help. I love to 
see the reactions of people when 
they get their pantry bags, and 
especially the children and their 
happy faces. Being part of 
The Food Depot is a great 
opportunity to help our 
New Mexican community.” 

- Zamir Crispin, 
maintenance coordinator

“It's busy, busier than anything I 
have seen before, but it is a good 
busy. It means a lot to drive 
home at night and know that you 
might have made a positive 
impact in someone's day-to-day 
life by providing food. But what 
makes me the most proud is the 
team that I work with: they work 
10-12 hour days, six days a week; 
have early mornings and long, 
physical days; and give no 
complaints. 

They take extra steps and extra 
precautions that they never had 
to before to make sure they 
remain as safe as they can while 
getting as much food as possible 
to the people that need it. It 
makes me proud to be here.” 

- Scott Alexander, 
distribution manager

“It was pouring rain at our first 
distribution during COVID times. 
We were using grocery carts to 
push food to families' parked 
cars, kept running out of items as 
the line of cars kept growing, and 
at one point, we all sought 
shelter in the back of a delivery 
truck to escape the worst of the 
late winter downpour. We have 
come a very, very long way since 
that first distribution.

 I've been so inspired by 
our volunteer and staff 
team's ability to adapt 
and respond to this crisis 
so quickly, and continue 
to forge ahead in the face 
of every new challenge.
At the same time, as the months 
pass, I really miss seeing all the 
members of our volunteer team 
who need to stay home at this 
time. If you are reading this, 
please know I am thinking 
of you!" 

 - Sarah Carter, 
volunteer program manager
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“It’s been amazing to see the 
outpouring of support and 
generosity from our community. 
Every day we receive kind notes 
from folks thanking us for what 
we are doing… it reminds me 
that we’re not alone in this work.” 

- Mona Ruark, 
office administrator

“It has been a year of a lot of 
lows, but also incredible highs 
that display the tremendous 
human spirit. So many people 
have generously given to help 
not only those who needed food 
for the first time, but checking in 
on us as well. The work has been 
challenging in ways I’ve never 
experienced, and I’m proud to be 
part of the team.” 

- Jennifer West, community 
engagement coordinator

More Staff Reflections

“During COVID, I came to 
appreciate our agency partners 
even more because food 
distributions can be physically and 
mentally demanding on those 
who are helping. We can stand 
outside for hours and walk for 
miles to register hundreds of 
clients at each distribution. Waking 
up early (4 or 5 a.m.) to serve in the 
cold, rain or sweltering heat. It can 
also be heartbreaking to see the 
hundreds of cars and thousands of 
people in need. Loading food 
boxes for cars is like crossfit 
training – the foodbank edition! 
I am very proud to be part of the 
The Food Depot team and 
community efforts dedicated to 
solving the ongoing challenges to 
ensure we can continue to feed 
our neighbors!” 

- Elizabeth Rhine-Egelhoff, 
program manager

“There is no job that is 
above or beneath anyone 
at The Food Depot. 

At a morning distribution you can 
find me clearing the space of 
recyclables and shrink wrap. After 
a strong cup of coffee, I’ll be 
writing a grant. We all share this 
work, we lift together. That spirit 
of doing whatever it takes to feed 
those who are struggling has 
given me focus and purpose in 
this heavy time.”  

- Jill Dixon, 
development director

“It's been special to be a part of 
The Food Depot and this 
community during this horrible 
time of COVID. Horrible, to see so 
many suffer, physically, emotion-
ally, financially. Wonderful, to be 
part of The Food Depot team, 
making a difference for our 
community and neighbors, and 
wonderful too to see the 
resilience of Santa Fe." 

- Chris Blumenstein
resource navigator

‘Coming to Help Out 
Family’
There are a lot of logistics involved in 
moving millions of pounds of food 
across thousands of miles. And, 
that’s before you throw in the 
challenges brought by a global 
pandemic. The Food Depot staff 
would like to express our extreme 
gratitude to our Executive 
Director Sherry Hooper and our 
Board of Directors. Sherry’s almost 
three decades of food banking 
experience and almost two decades 
of leading The Food Depot, paired 
with her dedication and compassion 
has led us through many challenges.  

The Food 
Depot’s Board 
of Directors 
have given 
extra time, skills 
and been a 
strong source 
of support 
when staff have 
truly needed it. 

“During this pandemic we have been 
extremely busy, and overwhelmed at 
times, but being able to work at 
more distributions and see the 
people we help with smiling faces 
makes all the difference. Working for 
a nonprofit is my calling, and waking 
up each morning doesn't feel like 
just coming to a job to work, it's 
more like coming to help out my 
family,” The Food Depot’s finance 
coordinator, Robyn Archuleta, said. 
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“I've learned that the work of reducing 
hunger requires endurance and the 
people I work with put ultra-marathoners 
to shame.” 

- Tim Fowler, 
events and outreach coordinator
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Filling the Gaps

Since March, The Food Depot staff 
has been moving at a pace we’ve 
never taken on before. From 
adapting new disaster relief plans 
and logistics to rewriting volunteer 
applications and safety procedures, 
2020 has tested the food bank’s 
capacity to meet a need never seen 
in its history. 

The Food Depot and its partner 
agencies in hunger relief are moving 
mountains of food – by the end of 
September 7.8 million pounds of 
food – enough for 6.5 million 
meals – had been distributed. 

Hunger in New Mexico was 
prevalent, even before COVID-19. 
Now, as the economic effects of the 
pandemic continue to take shape, 
the need for food assistance is 
projected to be very high. 

The need for New Mexicans to 
access food is expected to remain 
high. National hunger-relief 
organization Feeding America 
expects 1 in 5 people overall and 
1 in 3 children will be affected by 
food insecurity in New Mexico. 
These are neighbors, friends, seniors, 

Taking a Moment To Look Back

children and working adults – and 
many that are coming to the food 
bank for help for the first time. 

To keep safety a priority, The Food 
Depot encouraged volunteers at 
high-risk of contracting the virus to 
opt-out of their usual volunteer 
activities. This left a need for others 
to fill their shoes, and many stepped 
up. In some situations, partner 
agencies needed assistance with 
supplies and volunteers. Some 
partner agencies suspended their 
services altogether, leaving a food 
gap that needed to be filled. 

Staff responsibilities are no longer 
defined by their job titles and staff 
continue to do what's necessary to 
get the job done. Whether it’s 
driving trucks or taking a shift to 

safely serve lunch to colleagues, 
staff’s days at The Food Depot look 
different. The Food Depot has not 
only increased food distributions, 
but its direct service has increased 
from 25 percent to 44 percent in 
2020. Issues with logistics presented 
themselves in the early weeks of the 
disaster relief plan. It was decided 
the best approach for a food 
distribution during a public health 
crisis became a drive-thru model. 

Finding the best places to host food 
distributions was a struggle, but 
community partners came to the 
table to make it as safe as possible. 
The operations team has been 
strategizing solutions for food 
supply issues that have plagued the 
nation. From delivery issues to 
skyrocketing food costs, the staff has 
found ways to keep food coming 
into The Food Depot and going out 
to northern New Mexicans in need. 

In the environment of COVID-19, 
The Food Depot canceled or 
drastically modified the way it 
participates in events. 
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The team also made a decision out 
of an abundance of caution to pause 
taking food and other in-kind 
donations. These donations 
presented safety and efficiency 
challenges for staff, volunteers 
and those who receive food from 
The Food Depot. 

There is not a part of the 
staff’s day that hasn’t been 
changed by the pandemic, 
except for showing up and 
doing what we do best – 
working on many solutions 
to solve hunger. 

We do this on a much larger scale 
now. The Food Depot and its hunger 
relief partners are on track to 
distribute 10 million pounds of food 
for 2020. No matter what challenges 
the pandemic continues to bring, 
The Food Depot will keep adapting 
and serving northern New Mexico to 
the very best of the team’s abilities 
thanks to incredible community 
support near and far. 

"The Food Depot is on track to distribute 
10 million pounds of food for 2020."

Volunteers prepare food during a recent 
food distribution at Santa Fe Place. 
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Tuesday, Dec. 2

#GivingTuesday is an international 
day of activism on the Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving. This online event 
began in 2012, and continues to be 
mostly virtual. This year, 
#GivingTuesday is Tuesday, 
Dec. 2. 

The #GivingTuesday movement 
calls on individuals to generously 
support causes they're passionate 
about in their community. This may 
be through financial support, 
volunteering or sharing the cause's 
message for advocacy. 

Long-time supporters
Paul and Sally Dillon are 
providing a $2,500 match 
for this #GivingTuesday. 

The Dillons encourage everyone in 
the community to set a personal goal 
and give as much as they are able. 
The Dillions have established 
a personal goal to donate the 
equivalent of 50,000 meals this year. 
Thank you, Paul and Sally! 

Join us for #GivingTuesday on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

We appreciate everyone's 
generosity!

Thanks to generous gifts from an 
anonymous donor, Marie Jo and 
Carl C. Anderson Foundation, a 
memorial gift from the Ronald E. 
Rinker Charitable Trust, and Abram 
and Ray Kaplan Foundation, 
The Food Depot hosted another 
Thankful Thursday on Oct. 15. 
This allowed donations from the 
public to be matched 4 to 1 on 
this day. 

“The Anderson 
Foundation knows 
hunger and food 
insecurity affects all areas 
of an individual's life, 
making it more difficult to 
meet their greatest 
potential,” 
Cate Sitton, grants 
manager of the Anderson 
Foundation, said.  

Thankful Thursdays aims to bring 
supporters together virtually.
“Like so many others, I’ve been 
feeling sad and overwhelmed. 

Than   ful
Thursdays

Our country feels hopelessly divided 
and limiting social interactions feels 
isolating … That’s why I am grateful 
for an opportunity to join others in a 
common effort to make a difference 
…,” an anonymous donor said. 

Donations from the 
community tallied $42,776 
on this Thankful Thursday. 

Thank you to everyone who 
participated in this special day.

Donor card from a Neighborhood Friend 
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Avalon's Story... 
 

As with many things, the 
pandemic has dramatically 
changed The Food Depot’s 
volunteer process during 2020. 

Furloughs, layoffs and other unique 
situations during the pandemic have 
inspired many new volunteers to join 
the team. These volunteers play a 
crucial role in continuing this hunger 
relief work, especially considering all 
the safety precautions in place right 
now. With the many new procedures 
put in place, including the need for 
social distancing, these volunteers 
are crucial in preparing the food for 
distribution. Thank you!

Want to join the volunteer team? 
Go to thefooddepot.org to learn 
more about the volunteer process 
during the disaster response.  

James Lutz has been with The Food 
Depot in different capacities over the 
years. In high school, James did 
community service with The Food 
Depot. Years later, he would work 
the audio and visual work for Souper 
Bowl with former company Santa Fe 
Audio Visual. 

James has been spending his time 
at The Food Depot since April 2020. 
This time, sharing his skills with the 

Volunteers – 
A Critical Part of the 
Response Team

warehouse when the pandemic 
shuttered the entertainment industry 
that means so much to many. 
“I have spent my entire life working 
in the entertainment industry, most 
recently touring with Cirque du Soleil. 
There are still nearly 1 million 
entertainment workers who are 
unemployed in the U.S. due to the 
pandemic. We have no jobs to go 
back to.” James said.

James describes volunteering as a 
mutually beneficial relationship, and 
truly enjoys being around people at 
The Food Depot. He often helps in 
the warehouse filling orders, 
prepping volunteer spaces and 
unloading trucks. 

“Many entertainment venues and 
production companies have already 
gone bankrupt and closed. It's 
difficult to spend your life working to 
bring joy to people through live 
events, and to have that same work 
turn into a vehicle for sickness and 
death. I would ask to simply urge 
everyone to do their part to end this 
pandemic, so I and others like me 
can get back to bringing joy to 
people.“ Thank you James for 
being part of the team during 
these challenging times. 

Avalon Gentry recently expresses 
her thoughts on volunteering at 
The Food Depot.

Consider joining the 
volunteer team by going to 
thefooddepot.org and emailing 
volunteer@thefooddepot.org.



P A G E  1 8  –  W W W . T H E F O O D D E P O T . O R G P A G E  1 9

LEVEL 1: 1-49 HOMES

1st Place: $4,325 with 21,625 lbs. 
 800 East
2nd Place: $2,625 with 13,125 lbs.
 Colinas Verdes

LEVEL 2: 50-100 HOMES

1st Place: $10,010 with 50,050 lbs. 
 La Tierra
2nd Place: $9,450 with 47,250 lbs. 
 Las Lomas

LEVEL 3: 101-350 HOMES

GRAND 
WINNER

 1st Place: $10,820  
  with 54,100 lbs.
   Sierra del Norte

2nd Place: $5,855 with 29,275 lbs.  
 Estancia Primera

LEVEL 4: 351-650 HOMES

1st Place: $7,450 with 37,250 lbs. 
 Aldea
2nd Place: $7,200 with 36,000 lbs. 
 Don Diego

This autumn founder Linda Wilder 
Flatt and organizers Jane Freeman, 
Therese Prada, Noreen Quan and Gail 
Rachor transformed the 9th annual 
Neighbor to Neighbor campaign 
from a food and fund drive to an 
online-only fundraiser. Despite many 
challenges, including limited in-
person contact, the fundraiser vastly 
outraised campaigns from previous 
years. 

With a spirit of friendly 
competition Santa Feans 
from 128 neighborhoods, 
senior living centers and 
businesses participating in 
the 2020 Neighbor to 
Neighbor campaign raised 
over $170,979!

People across Santa Fe and from 
surrounding areas reached out to 
their friends and neighbors to hang 
posters, post to social media and 
spread the word about the Neighbor 
to Neighbor fund drive. Support from 
Santa Fe Mayor Alan Webber, City 
Councilors Sig Lindell and Renee 
Villarreal, County Commissioner 
Anna Hansen, Estevan Gonzales of 
KSWV Radio and the Santa Fe New 
Mexican helped to make Neighbor to 

Neighbor an amazing success this 
year. Local business owners and 
Senior Living Centers also stepped 
forward to make vital contributions 
to the 2020 fundraiser. This generous 
outpouring of support from our 
neighbors in Santa Fe will provide 
approximately 854,895 pounds of 
food or about 712,412 meals. 

Please read on the next page for the 
top contributing neighborhoods, 
businesses and senior living centers 
to the Neighbor to Neighbor 
Fundraiser.

Neighbor to Neighbor Results
Online Fundraiser Surpasses 
Previous Years

Fund Drive 

Neighbor to 

Neighbor 

Congratulations to everyone who participated in 
making this year’s virtual event a success. 

Here are this year’s 
top contributors for each level:

LEVEL 5: 651-1,000 HOMES

1st Place: $3,200 with 16,000 lbs. 
 Casa Alegre
2nd Place: $1,270 with 6,350 lbs. 
 Las Acequias

LEVEL 6: 1,000 +  HOMES

1st Place: $9,050 with 45,250 lbs. 
 Las Campanas
2nd Place: $1,001 with 5,005 lbs. 
 285 All 

BUSINESSES

1st Place: $1,000 with 5,000 lbs. 
 Jenkins Gavin 
2nd Place: $500 with 2,500 lbs.  
 Santa Fe Title 

SENIOR LIVING 

1st Place: $1,550 with 5,750 lbs.
 The Montecito
2nd Place: $445 with 2,225 lbs.  
 Los Soleras

OUTSIDE SANTA FE COUNTY
$5,885 with 29,425 lbs. 
 Vecinos de Pedernal

Participation Facts:
There are: 78 neighborhoods, 
8 businesses, 3 senior living 
centers and 1 neighborhood 
outside Santa Fe county which 
registered as participants, plus 
38 additional unregistered 
neighborhoods, businesses and 
senior living centers this year. 

A total of 128 Neighborhoods, 
Businesses and Senior Living 
Centers donated $170,979.03 
= 854,895 pounds of food from 
over 1,000 donors.
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Agency Stories

Agency Food Distributions during COVID-19 

Due to COVID-19, The Food Depot's partner agencies have established mask-
wearing, social distancing, and when possible, utilizing outdoor spaces. 
Agencies pre-pack for their drive-thru pantries and roll the boxes out for the 
food distribution instead of people coming inside a building. Soup kitchens 
now provide take-out meals and clients can sit outdoors or take the food 
off-site. Kudos to our partner agency volunteers for their incredible hearts to 
serve their neighbors and their brilliant innovative ideas! Here are just a few 
of our partner agencies and the extra efforts taken to adapt to food 
distributions in a COVID-19 world: 

Bag N Hand Food 
Pantry Drive-
Thru in Santa Fe: 

This partner agency 
serves hundreds of 
clients that complete 
the entire check-in and 
application process so 
they do not leave their 
vehicles. The food is 
loaded into trunks from 
rolling carts during the 
outdoor drive-thru 
distribution.

Salvation Army in Las Vegas: 

Volunteers pack food boxes under the shade tent, then load up shopping 
carts to take food directly to the client’s cars in the drive-thru food 
distribution. 

Communities in 
Schools of New 
Mexico: 

School staff from 
partner agency 
Communities in Schools  
pre-pack food boxes at 
a central location, then 
deliver them to home-
bound families in the 
greater Santa Fe area.

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Parish Soup Kitchen: 

Service hours have been extended to ensure 
hundreds of clients can safely social distance in 
line as they receive take-out meals and find 
space to sit and eat. They have also instituted a 
rigorous sanitizing protocol.

St. Vincent 
de Paul:  

Sacred Heart Parish in 
Española volunteers 
have food boxes at their 
table and then load 
food into clients' trunks 
during their drive-thru.

P A G E  2 1
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Blood Donation
Helping Out During the Pandemic

The Food Depot staff and volunteers 
participated in a blood drive at the 
food bank on Aug. 26. Blood 
donations have been critical during 
the pandemic. Twelve people 
donated blood at this event. 

Learn more about blood donation at 
www.vitalant.org. 

Food for Love
Save the Date - Feb. 13

Stay Tuned! On 
February 13, 2021 

Food for Love will arrive on 
a screen in your home. 

A star studded list of musical 
guests will play their hearts 
out to benefit New Mexico's 

food banks.

Santa Fe Tortilla 
Company
The Food Depot is grateful for 
the generous donations from the 
Santa Fe Tortilla Company – more 
than 12,830 pounds of tortillas 
for food distributions. Thank you, 
Santa Fe Tortilla Company! 

Pottery for 
Purpose
Santa Fe Prep students 
Xander Hnasko and 
Liam Badger spent their 
summer dedicated to 
their pottery business, 
Canyon Road Pottery. 

Their program “Pottery for 
Purpose” was established 
to support The Food Depot’s work. 
Proceeds totaled an amazing $7,200 
– the equivalent of 28,800 meals. 

Thank you, Xander and Liam, for 
sharing your talents with the 
community and supporting The 
Food Depot’s hunger relief work. 
 
Inspired by Xander and Liam, 
another student Ezequiel Korte 
contributed a beautiful mirror for 
The Food Depot. Thank you, 
Ezequiel for the incredible piece of 
art. The team is honored to have 
received such a thoughtful piece of 

Target Circle
The Food Depot is proud to have 
partnered once again with the 
Target Circle program for the 
quarter. The votes from Target 
Circle members have been tallied. 
The Food Depot earned 
$3,992.75 from the program. 
Thank you to all who voted! 

Xander Hnasko and Liam Badger present a check to The Food 
Depot for $7,200 from their Pottery for Purpose program. 

your work. Thank you for your 
donation and inspiration, Liam and 
Xander! Best wishes for your 
continued business. 

Ezequiel Korte made a beautiful mirror for The 
Food Depot. Thank you, Ezequiel!



Th
e 

Fo
od

 D
ep

ot
 

12
22

 A
 S

ile
r R

oa
d 

Sa
nt

a 
Fe

, N
M

 8
75

07

N
O

N
-P

R
O

FI
T 

O
R

G
.

U
.S

. P
O

ST
AG

E 
PA

ID
AL

BU
Q

U
ER

Q
U

E,
 N

M
 

PE
R

M
IT

 N
O

. 1
10

0

TH
E 

FO
O

D
 D

EP
O

T

N
or

th
er

n 
N

ew
 M

ex
ic

o’
s 

Fo
od

 B
an

k

D
 D

E
FO

O
Jo

in
 u

s!
W

ith
 a

 p
au

se
 in

 S
ou

pe
r B

ow
l, 

w
e 

in
vi

te
 y

ou
 to

 jo
in

 th
e 

H
al

ft
im

e 
Sh

ow
 in

 m
id

-J
an

ua
ry

!  

Re
ad

 m
or

e 
in

sid
e.

 


