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Thanks
to Gloria
The Food Depot staff send best
wishes and thanks to Gloria MartinezFriestad for her dedication and
service to The Food Depot’s Board of
Directors for five years. Gloria also
served on the Advocacy Committee.
Thank you, Gloria!

Want to Get
Involved?
Donate
You can make a monetary
donation:
Online: thefooddepot.org
In person: At 1222 A Siler Rd.,
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday
Over the phone: Contact Mona at
505-471-1633, ext. 112

It Takes a
Community!

Advocate
You can make a difference by
sharing information about hunger
in our communities. Share social
media posts on Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram.

Food banking is inherently labor
intensive: daily food donations
need sorting; bulk food requires
repackaging before distribution;
and meals must be prepared, plated
and served to eager recipients.
The Food Depot’s drive to better fill
the meal gap for Northern New
Mexicans results in the continual
development of innovative programs
and initiatives, all of which require
significant assistance and support.
It may be no surprise that volunteers
make all this critical work possible.
Throughout The Food Depot’s
nine-county service area, hundreds
of volunteers donate their time,
skills and passion to help feed
those in need.

Volunteers Francine and Sherry prepare to
serve Food 4 Kids summer meals to children.
Photo Credit: Dick Goldsmith

If you are already a volunteer, stay
tuned for some new exciting
initiatives taking place this school
year. And if you would like to join
the team, please do not hesitate to
contact us! There are volunteer
opportunities for every interest
and schedule.
To get involved, contact volunteer
coordinator Sarah Carter at
volunteer@thefooddepot.org.

THE FOOD DEPOT
BOARD AND
STAFF

Learn more about and join the
Advocacy Committee. Contact
Sherry Hooper at shooper@
thefooddepot.org.
Attend The Food Depot events.
Find events at thefooddepot.org.
Volunteer
The Food Depot is always looking
for volunteers to join the team.
There is an application and
orientation that need to be
completed. Contact Sarah at
volunteer@thefooddepot.org to
get scheduled.

Board of Directors
David Barton, President
Len Rand, Vice President
Thomas Jensen, Treasurer
Caitlin Smith, Secretary
Noah Berke, At Large Member
Brigid Brahe
Scott Bunton
Paul D'Arcy
Bridget Dixson
Carol Johnson
Matt Nerzig
Dr. Jill Rhymes
David Risser
Bill Sveum

Staff
Scott Alexander
Robyn Archuleta
Sarah Carter
Jill Dixon
Dot Greene
Nancy Haas
Branden Herrera
Sherry Hooper
Sammy Madrid
Justin Peters
Elizabeth Rhine-Egelhoff
Paul Rodriguez
Brian Roybal
Leonard Roybal
Mona Ruark
James Sanchez
Jerome Sanchez
Fred Santistevan
Laci Valdez
David Vigil
Jerry Wagner
Jennifer West
The Food Depot is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit, non-partisan, and an
equal opportunity provider.
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KIDS COUNT
Conference
Recap

The 7th Annual KIDS COUNT
Conference was held in
Albuquerque on June 26th.
Hosted by New Mexico Voices for
Children, the conference brings
together a variety of organizations
that have an interest in the
well-being of New Mexico’s future –
New Mexico’s youth.
From keynote speaker Gov. Michelle
Lujan Grisham to the afternoon
breakout sessions, the common
thread to this year’s theme was
“The Road Ahead.” What a road,
indeed. There were many interesting
sessions on organizational
collaborations and looking at the
bigger picture to help families get
out of poverty. Many points of Gov.
Lujan Grisham’s keynote speech
included addressing poverty and
child hunger.

New Mexico nationally ranks, once
again, 50th in the KIDS COUNT
Data Book, produced by Annie E.
Casey Foundation. The foundation
ranks states' child well-being in the
areas of economics, health and
family, community, and education.
It is clear a lot of work must be done
to help New Mexican youth, but
the work is necessary for our
communities to realize their
potential. By investing in the health
of children, New Mexico can climb
from the bottom of these rankings to
a place that is safe and strong for
generations to come.
Learn more about data at:
New Mexico Voices for Children:
nmvoices.org
KIDS COUNT Data Book:
datacenter.kidscount.org

The 8th Annual
Neighbor to Neighbor
Food Drive
Neighbor to
Neighbor

September 21, 2019

Food Drive

The third Saturday in September
should be synonymous with the
Neighbor to Neighbor Food Drive,
at least that’s what organizer and
founder Linda Wilder Flatt believes.
The Food Depot believes it too, and
relies on the generous donations
that pour in from all over Santa Fe
County, and beyond, on this
poignant day during Hunger
Action Month.
Last year, over 100 different neighborhoods, schools and businesses
participated in the largest annual
food drive benefiting The Food
Depot. All totaled, over 200,000
meals were raised – a 55% increase
over the prior year. The drive
raised over $43,000 in monetary
donations alone.
“The Food Depot distributes 430,000
meals each month. When a food
drive results in providing close to half
a month’s worth of distributed meals,
it becomes a critical event we
depend on,” said Jill Dixon, The Food
Depot’s development director.
This year’s drive kicked off with a
Night at the Warehouse party on
June 20th. Over 60 guests attended
including long-time participants,
volunteers and government officials,

YOU CAN HELP TOO!
Visit the Neighbor to Neighbor
page of The Food Depot’s website to
find out how you can participate as a
neighborhood or business:
thefooddepot.org/n2n
including Mayor Webber. Linda
made an impassioned plea to help
meet this year’s goal of 230,000
meals before door prizes, donated
by community businesses,
were awarded.

Neighbor to Neighbor founder, Linda Wilder
Flatt, shares the goals at the Night at the
Warehouse party on June 20th.

The City of Santa Fe and Santa Fe
County both recognize the huge
contributions made by neighbors
standing together to help neighbors
in need. Both entities participate
annually and lend resources. This
year, the Santa Fe New Mexican is
also joining the charge. Not only
will they participate as a business,
they are also offering in-kind
promotional support.
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Go to thefooddepot.org/making_
ends_meet for the latest dates. RSVP
is required with at least 72 hours
notice. Contact Dot at dgreene@
thefooddepot.org to reserve your
spot or coordinate a presentation for
your group.

Kids Kitchen
Grand Opening
Kids Kitchen: A Joint Collaboration
Nourishing Santa Fe’s Youth
On May 22, The Food Depot and
United Way of Santa Fe County
celebrated a unique milestone
months in the making: the opening
of Kids Kitchen. This joint
collaboration between the two
nonprofits will bring healthy meals
to more Santa Fe children.
The grand opening was met with
excitement and also acknowledged
the important work ahead with
addressing child hunger in Santa Fe.
There were a number of speakers,
including Board of Managers member
Len Rand; Regional President of
Enterprise Bank, Dion Silva; and
Executive Directors, Katherine
Freeman and Sherry Hooper.
Executive Chef AD Esquibel, Jr.,
prepared a variety of foods from the
menu for grand opening attendees
that are served to children. Monday
through Friday, Chef AD, his staff,
and a team of volunteers create fresh
meals for children in Santa Fe.

The kitchen
has plans to
expand and
serve more
children in
Santa Fe.

Workshop Looks at
Many Stressors
of Life in Poverty
Fresh, Healthy Meals for Santa Fe’s Children

To learn more about Kids Kitchen,
go to kidskitchensf.org.
Grand Opening Guest Speakers

Everyday Challenges
The Food Depot’s workshop,
“Making Ends Meet: When
Working Isn’t Enough” is a unique
look at the everyday challenges of
lower income households.
This workshop is gaining traction and
starting conversations! Making Ends
Meet has been selected as a workshop for the New Mexico Coalition to
End Homelessness Housing For All
conference in October.

Len Rand

Dion Silva

Kids Kitchen currently
serves hundreds of meals
each day at various sites
around Santa Fe.
Katherine Freeman

Sherry Hooper

The workshop seeks to provide
attendees the opportunity to explore
challenges households face when
providing basic needs – even when
employed full-time. The workshop is
offered at various times of the
month, and presented at The Food
Depot warehouse in a 90-minute
format. The workshop looks to
provide an honest, open discussion
about the challenges many New
Mexicans face. This workshop is open
to the public and available off-site for
groups by request.

Making Ends Meet Feedback:
“It was very honest and eye opening.
I feel like even though I work closely
with families everyday that are
struggling to make ends meet, it is
different when you are looking at the
numbers and realizing that they do
not match up.”
“What a struggle for a couple
working full time. Choices made were
difficult and life impacting for the
family and that assumes they
encounter no other challenges.
Eye opening to say the least.”
“Our voices and interest in this topic
can influence our communities –
use them!”

Best of Santa Fe 2019
Thank you to all who
supported and voted
for The Food Depot in
the Santa Fe Reporter’s
2019 Best of Santa Fe.
The Food Depot was honored to
earn 3rd place in the Best Business
in the Siler Road District. The Food
Depot is proud of our community
and congratulates all of this
year’s winners!
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Food Drives &
Donations Needed
Promo & Food Drive

High Demand for Proteins

Discount on Playhouse Tickets
If you take a tour through the
warehouse on Siler Road in Santa Fe,
you will find a wide variety of foods
within the inventory. One month it
may be cases of canned tomatoes
and another month may bring boxes
of hominy or dried fruit.
The Food Depot staff are often asked
what would help most when donating food or hosting a food drive.
What is most needed?
First and foremost, any and all food
donations are appreciated. Grocery
stores are always improving their
logistics. Secondary markets are
becoming more popular for people
to purchase cheaper foods – all great
news for our food system – but they
also lead to fewer donations to food
banks across the country.

The Food Depot depends heavily
on food drives for the food that is
distributed. The variety of donations
received from food drives greatly
impacts what can be distributed
to partner nonprofit agencies
throughout The Food Depot’s
service area.

The Food Depot strives to
provide healthy nutritious
food and stretches every
dollar donated to benefit
the largest number
of people.

Santa Fe resident, Patrick Murphy,
knows the importance of creating
successful food drives. Mr. Murphy
incorporated a food drive at his last
holiday celebration which raised
over 5,000 meals!
Whether you drop off food donations
at a local food drive or at the
warehouse at 1222 A Siler Rd., please
consider donating proteins to
The Food Depot. Get more involved
by telling someone how important
donated proteins are to food banks.
Host a food drive at your business or
with your organization.

This means a quality,
shelf-stable product
and a high demand
for proteins: nut
butters, beef jerky
and canned beans.

The Food Depot Needs Holiday Foods!
It’s time to start preparing for holiday food
donations and distributions. Donations of
frozen turkeys, hams and other foods are in
high demand. Donations welcomed at
1222 A Siler Rd., between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

When he approached us to
collaborate on a food drive in
conjunction with The Santa Fe
Playhouse's fall production, The
Happiest Song Plays Last, we were
all ears. The play runs October
10–27 and focuses on the struggles
and overlap of two cousins; one an
Iraq War veteran and the other a
chef at a soup kitchen in
Philadelphia.
The Santa Fe Playhouse is located
at 142 E De Vargas St, Santa Fe
near the Inn of the Five Graces and
Rio Chama Steakhouse.

Ready to host a food drive,
but not sure where to start?
Contact Dot at
dgreene@thefooddepot.org
for assistance on hosting a
successful food drive.
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Hunger Action Month

Unfortunately, hunger still remains a
constant for many New Mexican adults
and children (see Page 4 for the latest on
New Mexico’s child well-being ranking).
September is Hunger Action Month.
The Food Depot asks you to join us and
make extra efforts this month to bring
awareness about hunger in New Mexico.

You can make a difference.
Every effort has an impact,
and we can accomplish
more together.

118,030 children experience
hunger in New Mexico.

•

Five of nine counties served by
The Food Depot have higher
childhood food insecurity rates
than the state average.

•

The annual food budget
shortfall in The Food Depot’s
service area is $21,451,000.

Map the Meal Gap
Every Community in the Country
is Home to People Who Struggle
with Hunger.

Spread the word.

Since federal nutrition programs
don’t reach everyone in need, food
banks help fill the gap.

Volunteer and donate your time.

Learn more about local food
insecurity by exploring data from
Feeding America’s annual Map the
Meal Gap study. When we better
understand hunger, we can help
end hunger.

Attend The Food Depot’s workshop,
Making Ends Meet.
Take a look at The Food Depot's Hunger
Action Month blog online at
thefooddepot.org.
We challenge you to find what fits in
your schedule, and post what you’re
doing on social media. Use the hashtag
#TFDHAM2019.

•

Child hunger is a constant reality for
many New Mexican children with no
single solution. Research shows a
child not getting the nourishment
they need can have effects lasting
much longer than a missed meal.
The Food Depot strives to alleviate
hunger for all Northern New
Mexicans, but especially those in
vulnerable populations.

Facts:
The Food Depot employees and
volunteers advocate for change
during last year's Hunger
Action Month.

•

24.1% of children in New
Mexico experience food
insecurity.

Take action. Get informed.
Donate. Advocate. Volunteer.
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Mike Dominguez, men’s basketball
coach, New Mexico Highlands
University.

Canstruction® Results
The 5th Annual Canstruction®
Santa Fe Displayed some of the
most Impressive Sculptures since
its Premiere in Santa Fe in 2015.
Canstruction® Santa Fe is part food
drive, part art display, part friendly
competition with a philanthropic
twist. Teams of design professionals
build large sculptures out of nonperishable food items. At the end of
the competition, volunteers break
down the sculptures and the food is
donated to The Food Depot.
This year, five teams competed
for judges’ votes in the
following categories:
• Structural Ingenuity
• Best Original Design
• Best Use of Labels
• Best Meal
• Most Cans Used

Gold:
Hutton Broadcasting
Santa Fe Place Mall

The People’s Choice and Best
Meal awards went to “Kermit the
Dog CAN-Fusion,” by team Greer
Stafford/SJCF Architecture, Inc.
2019 Teams Included:
• “Bill the Buffalo,” by team Barbara
Felix Architecture + Design
“Bill the Buffalo,” built by team
Barbara Felix Architecture + Design
won in the following categories:
Structural Ingenuity, Best Original
Design and Best Use of Labels.

The People’s Choice Award was
decided by in-person voting at Santa
Fe Place Mall and Facebook “likes”on
the Canstruction® Facebook page.

• “Pe-CAN,” by team Mullen Heller
• “CAN-throat Trout,” by
Groundwork Studio

Bronze:
Albuquerque Reprographics
SMPC Architects
Supporter:
AIA Albuquerque
Market Street & Albertsons Market
Quiz for a Cause
Women in Design New Mexico
We thank all of this year’s teams
who made the 5th Canstruction®
Santa Fe event truly incredible
with their creativity and efforts!

• “Kermit the Dog CAN-fusion,”
by team Greer Stafford/SJCF
Architecture, Inc.
• “CAN-yon Roadrunners,” by team
Studio Southwest Architects
A Special Thank You to
this Year’s Judges:

A judges panel awarded the
following designations presented
at Tumbleroot Brewery and Distillery
on June 28.

New Mexico

Thank You to the Canstruction®
Santa Fe Event Sponsors:

A judges panel awarded
highest scores to:

The Most Cans Used Award went to
“CAN-yon Roadrunners,” built by
team Studio Southwest Architects.

Adrian Gomez, arts editor,
Albuquerque Journal; Daniel Chacon,
staff reporter, The Santa Fe New
Mexican; Paul Weidman, staff
reporter, Pasatiempo; Joanne Lefrak,
director of education and curator of
public practice, SITE Santa Fe; Jeremy
Miller, manager, Market Street; and

Photo Top: "Pe-CAN," by team Mullen Heller
Photo Bottom: “CAN-throat Trout,” by
Groundwork Studio
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Upcoming Events
3rd Annual Volunteer Fair
August 24 | 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
The Food Depot will attend this
showcase of community organizations
and nonprofits, offering volunteer
opportunities. This event is free and
open to the public.
LOCATION: Mandela International Magnet
School | 1604 Agua Fria, Santa Fe, NM

Santa Fe Chamber's
Senior Lifestyle Expo
September 19 | 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
The Santa Fe Chamber of Commerce
hosts a unique opportunity for The
Food Depot to inform and educate
active parents, grandparents, and
caregivers about the products, services,
and resources that we offer through
an info table at this event.
LOCATION: Santa Fe Place Mall |
4250 Cerrillos Rd, Santa Fe, NM

Los Alamos Heart Council Health Fair
September 28 | 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Visit The Food Depot’s booth at the Los
Alamos Heart Council Health Fair.
This informational event promotes
health awareness and healthful
decision-making through activities
and educational materials, health
screenings and self-assessments.
LOCATION: Griffith Gymnasium at Los
Alamos High School | 1300 Diamond Dr,
Los Alamos, NM
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8th Annual Neighbor to
Neighbor Food Drive
September 21 | Always the
third Saturday in September
8th Annual Neighbor to
Neighbor Awards
October 3 | 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Join us at the 8th annual
Neighbor to Neighbor Food
Drive Awards to celebrate the
achievements from the largest
annual food drive benefiting
The Food Depot. Recognition
will be granted to neighborhoods and businesses who
brought in the largest donations based on the size of their
community. RSVP required.

11th Annual Cranksgiving
Santa Fe
November 16 | Starts 11:00 a.m.
Cranksgiving is a food drive on
two wheels. Part bike ride, part
madcap scavenger hunt with
prizes and family fun. All proceeds
benefit The Food Depot. In 2018,
Cranksgiving cyclists gathered over
1,700 LBS of food from a secret
shopping list of holiday items.
We’re looking for teams! Find out
more on the Cranksgiving Santa Fe
Facebook page.
LOCATION: Backroad Pizza |
1807 2nd St #1, Santa Fe, NM

More Ways to Support The Food Depot
Auto Angel
Is it time to
show your car
some love? There’s a win-win
situation in Santa Fe that has been
going on for several years that you
should know about, for your car and
The Food Depot!
Bring a bag of non-perishable food
and make an appointment with The
Auto Angel, at 3140 Cerrillos Rd. in
Santa Fe. When you donate a bag of
food, you’ll receive a complete car
inspection at no cost. For more
information, call 505-424-3899.
Amazon Smile
Are you an Amazon
shopper? Looking for another way to
support The Food Depot? Simply
head to smile.amazon.com and
select The Food Depot as your
charity to support. Amazon will
donate 0.5 percent of your purchases
back to The Food Depot.
Facebook Fundraisers
Facebook’s platform makes it easy to
host a fundraiser for your favorite
cause and promote it with your
social network. Simply log into your
account, select your monetary goal
and the time frame you would like to
host your fundraiser. When your
fundraiser is complete, Facebook will
send the funds directly to The Food
Depot within 30 days.

Got Produce?
Do you have a
bumper crop this
year from fruit
trees or the
garden? Invite friends and family
over for a gleaning party and bring
your surplus to The Food Depot. We
will get the fresh food out as quickly
as possible to those in need. Fresh
produce is always appreciated.
Smith’s Inspiring Donations
Smith’s Food and Drug Stores will
donate 0.5 percent of eligible
purchases when you select The Food
Depot with the Inspired Donations
program. This donation does not
affect your coupons or fuel points, it
simply gives back to The Food Depot.
Sponsorship Opportunity:
Souper Bowl 2020
Planning for
Souper Bowl
2020 is under
way! Consider
supporting one
of Santa Fe’s
most loved
fundraisers with
your business or organization
sponsoring Souper Bowl. There are
different levels of sponsorship to
benefit your business. Contact Jill
Dixon at jdixon@thefooddepot.org
for more information.
THE FOO
FOOD
D DE
DEPOT

Northern New Mexico’s Food Bank
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New Staff

Get Behind the Diaper Depot

David Vigil

Diaper Need Awareness Week
Sept. 23-29

Please join us in welcoming David
Vigil, The Food Depot’s newest
employee, who delivers food to our
partner agencies and Food 4 Kids
programs. David is a veteran driver
with nearly 20 years of experience
delivering furniture in Santa Fe,
where he was born and raised. He is
the proud father of three children
ranging in ages; 18, 13 and a soonto-be four-year-old little girl. Occasionally, David graces the employee
parking lot with his other pride and
joy, a 1966 pearlized Caprice Classic
with candy turquoise roof that he
restored and customized himself.
David enjoys the friendly atmosphere
at The Food Depot and getting to
know the wonderful people at our
partner agencies.

A Day of Action:
#GivingTuesday
What Can You Give?
In2012, #GivingTuesday began as
a day of inspiration fueled by social
media and the passion for people to
make a difference.
You can encourage people to give
their time, financial donations or

hold down a job, the baby needs to
attend daycare. Daycare requires a
consistent supply of disposable
diapers for attendance.

He also
shared,
“It feels good to
know I am helping people
in need.”
We are grateful to have David join
our staff.
spread the word about causes that
matter to you.
#GivingTuesday is on the Tuesday
after Black Friday and Cyber Monday,
and will be December 3, 2019.
Follow The Food Depot on Twitter,
Instagram and Facebook for our
#GivingTuesday inspiration.

Did you know 1 in 3 families struggle
to provide an adequate supply of
diapers for their child?
Choosing between buying food and
diapers means choosing between
basic needs. A supply of clean
diapers means a happier baby, fewer
health issues, and the opportunity
for parents to access daycare in order
to go to work or school.
Diapers can be quite costly for a
family depending on their age and
health, babies use anywhere from
6 to 10 diapers in a single day.
Currently, there is no government
program that addresses this basic
need – meaning diapers cannot be
purchased with funds from the
Women, Infants and Children (WIC)
program or the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).
Diaper need can affect many aspects
of family life. If parents are trying to

National Diaper Need Awareness
Week is Sept. 23-29, and you can
make a difference in keeping New
Mexico babies healthy and happy.
Spread the word about diaper
need and about The Food Depot’s
Diaper Depot program. Donate
diapers to The Food Depot and we’ll
distribute them to partner nonprofit
diaper agencies.

Want to host a diaper
drive at your business
or organization?
Contact Dot at dgreene@
thefooddepot.org.
Individuals may also
donate monetarily
as well as any size
diapers to The
Food Depot,
8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m.,
Monday
through Friday.
Learn more about the
Diaper Depot and diaper need at
thefooddepot.org.
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Impacting Lives
You’ve established yourself as a
person who makes a difference –
you volunteer, you care, you donate.
Every time you make that annual or
monthly gift to a cause you care
about, you know you are impacting
lives. You are helping to be part
of the change you wish to see in
the world.
Legacy giving creates the
opportunity to continue your
philanthropic impact beyond your
lifetime. Are you passionate about
the Food 4 Kids program? Your
support doesn’t have to end.
It’s simple, really.
There are an incredible number of
choices as to how you can make a
legacy gift. The very best approach is
to discuss options with a financial
planner. From the simplest choice of
naming The Food Depot as a

A

C

Y

GIVING

beneficiary in your will to creating
a charitable gift annuity, a financial
planner will be able to guide you
toward a plan that makes the
most sense.
You don’t have to choose between
taking care of your family and
continuing your legacy of charitable
giving. You can do both. You don’t
even have to choose between the
causes you are most passionate
about – legacy giving is flexible.
While we are not in control of many
things in this life, we can be in
control of the legacy we create.
How Do You Want
to be Remembered?
Please contact Jill Dixon at jdixon@
thefooddepot.org or Sherry Hooper
at shooper@ thefooddepot.org to
learn more about legacy giving.
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Bobbi Hall
In the last newsletter, the passion of Bobbi Hall was
commemorated. Shortly after its publication, The Food
Depot learned that Bobbi had decided to make that
passion a legacy by including The Food Depot’s Food 4
Kids program in her will. Bobbi’s legacy ensures that
thousands of children will be fed for several years into
the future.
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