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Here for the Long Haul
The Food Depot’s response to the COVID-19 public health crisis will last just a
few weeks, but for months to come. Read more about how you can help or
if you need assistance. We’re here for it all.
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Souper Bowl 2021
Postponed
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THE FOOD DEPOT

Want to Get
Involved?

Standby for the Halftime Show
The Food Depot’s beloved event–
Souper Bowl–has brought Santa
Feans together around great food
and a worthy cause for twenty-six
years. Local restaurants have a
history of generously supporting
Souper Bowl and The Food
Depot’s hunger relief efforts.

Donate
You can make a monetary
donation:
Online: thefooddepot.org
Northern New Mexico’s Food Bank

In 2021, The Food Depot will
bring you the “Halftime Show”
in place of the Souper Bowl.
Whatever the next months may
bring, early February 2021 won’t
be the time to gather 1,500 of our
closest friends in the Santa Fe
Community Convention Center
ballroom.

For the Halftime Show,
The Food Depot will turn its
efforts toward supporting
the very restaurants who
have made Souper Bowl a
late-winter staple event in
our community.
The Food Depot hopes that all
enthusiastic patrons of Souper Bowl
will take part in the Halftime Show
in 2021. Plans are underway!
Visit www.thefooddepot.org/
SouperBowl for more information.

Over the phone: Contact Mona at
505-471-1633, ext. 112

Advocate
You can make a difference by
sharing information about hunger
in our communities. Share
social media posts on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram.
For the latest information,
go to thefooddepot.org.

Summer Meals
Even during a pandemic, children
need access to food normally
provided during the School Lunch
Program. The Food Depot was able
to distribute more than 2,000 meals
to Santa Fe's youth this summer.
Go to thefooddepot.org in the
coming weeks to learn more about
After School Meals.

Volunteer
The Food Depot is always
looking for volunteers to join
the team.
Contact our volunteer team at
volunteer@thefooddepot.org
to learn how to get involved.
She can help you get started
on your application!

THE FOOD DEPOT
BOARD & STAFF
Board of Directors
David Barton, President
Len Rand, Vice President
Thomas Jensen, Treasurer
Caitlin Smith, Secretary
Noah Berke, At Large Member
Brigid Brahe
Scott Bunton
Janet Clow
Paul D'Arcy
Bridget Dixson
Carol Johnson
Matt Nerzig
Dr. Jill Rhymes
David Risser
Kristi Salazar
Dr. Bret Smoker
Bill Sveum

Staff
Scott Alexander
Robyn Archuleta
Scott Baumwald
Chris Blumenstein
Sarah Carter
Zamir Crispin
Jill Dixon
Ash Engel
Warren Hayslip
Sherry Hooper
Sammy Madrid
Ashlynn Montoya
Gill Perea-Martinez
Justin Peters
Melissa Petty
Elizabeth Rhine-Egelhoff
Paul Rodriguez
Brian Roybal
Leonard Roybal
Mona Ruark
James Sanchez
Jerome Sanchez
Fred Santistevan
Austin Tyra
David Vigil
Jerry Wagner
Jennifer West
The Food Depot is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit, non-partisan, and an
equal opportunity provider.
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Than ful
Thursdays

October 15, 2020
During difficult times, hope and
inspiration can still be found. At
The Food Depot, inspiration often
arrives in the form of generosity –
volunteers giving their time,
community partners offering
resources, and everyday people
donating what they can to help
their community.
On Thursday, October 15, 2020,
Thankful Thursday will be back,
ready to inspire each of us.

During a 24-hour window,
donations will be matched
dollar for dollar up to
$30,000.
Donations can be made online at
www.thefooddepot.org/donate-2.
An anonymous local donor started
Thankful Thursday in May as an
expression of her gratitude for

having enough during a time when
so many were struggling. On
October 15, her pledge will be
amplified by a $20,000 grant
pledge from the Carl C. and Marie Jo
Anderson foundation. Together, the
donors will donate $30,000 if
supporters of The Food Depot's
hunger relief work can contribute
matching funds.

Two Distinct Programs
Serve the Elderly and
the Homebound
Seniors y Más
As part of its response to the
COVID-19 public health crisis,
The Food Depot implemented a
series of low-contact, drive-through
food pantry distributions to provide
nonperishable and produce to
people in need.
A gap in service was identified for
those who are elderly and/or those
who have transportation challenges
or are homebound. To serve people
who cannot access the drive through
pantries, The Food Depot partnered
with several local institutions to
provide home delivery or more
localized distribution, creating two
distinct programs: Seniors y Más
and Hope for the Homebound.
Seniors y Más: bags of
nonperishable staple foods and
produce are provided to partner
institutions through pickup or
delivery. The partner institution then
provides door to door delivery to
their residents or clients.
Seniors y Más partners include:
Santa Fe County Senior Services,
City of Santa Fe Senior Services, Santa
Fe Civic Housing Authority, United Way
of Santa Fe County, Villa Alegre/
Campo Alegria, Villa Teresa/Encino
Villa, and the Santa Fe Indian Center.

Food is prepared for the Hope for Homebound
program.

Hope for the Homebound
The Food Depot’s Hope for the
Homebound program, outlined in
the Summer 2020 newsletter, brings
food to centralized public
distribution locations on the
outskirts of Santa Fe to serve more
rural communities. Door-to-door
distribution to homebound clients is
also provided.
Hope for the Homebound is
sponsored by Santa Fe County with
transportation services provided by
Santa Fe Valet.

The two programs are
providing groceries to
845 households
each week.
Communities served include:
Nambe, El Rancho/Jacona/Pojoaque
Valley, and La Cienega/La Cieneguilla/
La Bajada.
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National Diaper Need
Awareness Week
Sept. 21 - Sept. 27, 2020
Did you know 1 in 3 families
struggle to provide an adequate
supply of diapers for their child?

Program Doubles
Fruits and Veggies
Double Up Food Bucks
Now more than ever, many are
looking to make every dollar count
with their food budgets. One way
to meet this need is with the
Double Up Food Bucks program.
Participants with benefits from the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) can use their EBT
card at mobile markets, Farmers
Markets, farm stands and grocery
stores across New Mexico.
The Double Up Food Bucks program
is as easy as it sounds. One can go to
the Farmers Market, go to the
information booth and purchase
$10 in tokens for fresh fruits and
vegetables. The $10 in tokens will
be matched for a total of $20 spent
on local produce. Grocery stores will
also use tokens purchased or apply a
discount at the register.
Spread the word about this program
to get more produce on the plates of
New Mexicans. Learn more about the
program at www.doubleupnm.org.

GoodFood NM
The New Mexico Farmers Association
and The Food Depot have formed a
partnership to bring the community
GoodFoodNM – a texting service
offering healthy recipes, cooking
tips, food distributions and much
more from The Food Depot.
When you sign up for the program,
you can expect to get one to two
texts a week with the variety of
information. You can opt-out at
any time.
Go to
thefooddepot.org
for more information
on how to sign up.

Choosing between buying food and
diapers means choosing between
basic needs. A supply of clean
diapers means a happier baby, fewer
health issues, and the opportunity
for parents to access daycare.
Diapers can be a significant part of a
family’s budget. Depending on their
age and health, babies use anywhere
from 6 to 10 diapers in a single day.
There is not a government program
that addresses this basic need –
diapers cannot be purchased with
funds from the Women, Infants and
Children (WIC) program or the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP). Diaper need can
affect many aspects of family life. If
parents are trying to hold down a
job, the baby needs to attend
daycare. Daycare requires a
consistent supply of disposable
diapers for attendance.

National Diaper Need
Awareness Week

is Sept. 21-Sept. 27, and
you can make a difference
in keeping New Mexico
babies healthy and happy.
Spread the word about diaper
need and about The Food
Depot’s Diaper Depot program.
At this time, diaper donations
are not being accepted at The
Food Depot. Please consider
supporting the Diaper Depot
with a financial donation — The
Food Depot can access diapers
at a bulk price and will be able
to order diaper sizes in need.
Learn more about the Diaper
Depot at thefooddepot.org.
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URGENT: You

Should Be Counted

The Food Depot
Feels the Local Love
A Community of Support

Best of Santa Fe
2020

Journal North's
Readers' Choice Awards 2020

The Santa Fe
Reporter’s
annual
Best of Santa Fe
awards were
announced at the close of July.
The Food Depot is incredibly proud
to have earned the votes of Santa
Feans and earned first place in
two categories:

The Food Depot is proud to have
been awarded the Journal North's
Readers' Choice Awards 2020 earlier
this year. The Food Depot earned first
place in the following categories:

• Best Nonprofit
• Best Business in the
Siler Road Corridor
Thank you for supporting The Food
Depot’s work. The recognition is very
special to each of the staff, especially
this year.

• Humaritian
• Nonprofit
• Place to Volunteer
• Place to Work
In case you missed it:
Read Edible New Mexico's
interview with Executive Director
Sherry Hooper at ediblenm.com/
the-food-depot about The Food
Depot's recent Local Heroes
2020 Award.

CENSUS 2020
Where would you like to be in 10
years? Where would you like your
community to be in 10 years?
Giving 10 minutes (or less) of your
attention to this year’s Census makes
a difference for everyone for the
next 10 years. It is important to
complete your Census now because
the deadline to be counted was
recently moved up.

The end of September is the
new deadline to be counted.
The prior deadline was the end of
October. The recent change in
deadline means there’s less time
for Census workers for grassroots
outreach and door-to-door
interviews.
When communities are underrepresented, the loss of funding is
irreversible. We’re talking billions
(yes, billions) of dollars in funding for
schools, public work programs,
hospitals and much more. Responses
to the Census are confidential.

DID YOU KNOW?
The Food Depot
supports an accurate
counting for the
2020 Census.
Funding supports a
variety of programs,
including those that
support The Food
Depot’s work.
Complete your Census
today by phone,
844-330-2020, return the
questionnarie sent to
your home, or fill out the
form online at https://
my2020census.gov
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COVID-19 Response Update
The Food Depot Continues to Support Its Community

Food bags are packed
throughout the
week and are then
combined with fresh
produce, proteins
and other items for
food distributions in
northern New Mexico.

In the first 8 weeks of The Food
Depot’s COVID-19 response, an
average of 3,299 people sought food
assistance at the Thursday drive-thru
food pantry.
In the second eight weeks, mid-May
through July, the average dropped
to 2,649 people.
Volunteer Richard Martinez assists with a food distribution on a recent Thursday morning at
The Food Depot parking lot.

“It’s a marathon, not a sprint. Take
care of yourself, and prepare to
continue this work for some time to
come,” Scott Bunton, board member
for The Food Depot, said. It was early
April, and the number of people
seeking help at The Food Depot’s
drive through food distributions
continued to climb.
By late May, The Food Depot saw
proof that safety net programs
work to prevent people from

slipping into, or deeper into,
poverty.
Enhanced unemployment benefits
and expanded SNAP (formerly
known as food stamps) and P-EBT
(Pandemic SNAP for families with
school-aged children) improved
the dire circumstances people and
families found themselves in as a
result of the economic ripples of
the pandemic.

Many of those safety net
benefits are set to expire as
the summer ends, although
the economy is struggling
and unemployment
remains high.
Between March 9 and June 30,
The Food Depot’s staff and volunteer
force distributed more than
4 million pounds of food. This food
provided 3.3 million meals to people
throughout the nine counties served
by the food bank.

The Food Depot always strives to
distribute the healthiest food
possible. During the this period of
disaster response, 62 percent of the
food given out was fruits and
vegetables and 17 percent was
protein items.
After scaling back distributions to
conserve resources in July and
August, The Food Depot stands
ready to continue support of its
community. In the past three days,
The Food Depot acquired eight
truckloads of food. More are on the
way. Should demand for hunger
relief rise again, The Food Depot will
be there, standing between people
and hunger.
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It Takes a Village - Community Support
New Mexico
Gas Company
Virtual Food Drive Benefits
Those in Need
The staff of the New Mexico
Gas Company recently hosted
a virtual food drive to benefit
The Food Depot.

A Note on
Donations:
At this time we are not accepting
the following in-kind donations:
Food, bags, boxes, pet food
and diapers
The health and safety of those
we serve, our volunteers,
and staff is of paramount
importance. The Food Depot
does not have the infrastructure
to prevent virus transmission
from donated items at this time,
and with a high number of local
cases, the risk is too significant.
The Food Depot hopes to
accept donations of this type
in the future, and appreciates
your generosity.

Their generosity and support of
$11,031.21 will be matched by
their corporate office. The total
donation will provide more than
88,248 meals.
Thank you to the New Mexico Gas
Company staff and Emera for your
support!

Partners in
Disaster Relief
We continue to thank many that
have supported The Food Depot in
a variety of ways:
• Auto Angel
• Basecamp Project
Management Software
• Earth & Anchor Soap Co.
• Java Joe’s
• Newman’s Own Foundation
• Taos News
If you or your employer
would like to host a

virtual food drive
contact Outreach and
Event Coordinator Tim at
tfowler@thefooddepot.org.

Crucial to The Food Depot
Santa Fe Place
Stepped Up to the Plate in Times
of Emergency
During The Food Depot’s evolving
plans to meet the increased need
during the pandemic, the disaster
response team has met a variety
of hurdles.

is committed to the community we
serve and its livelihood. We are
proud to partner with and help
alleviate The Food Depot during this
public health emergency, bringing
assurance to south Santa Fe in
uncertain times,” said Aimee
Awonohopay, marketing director for
Santa Fe Place.
Thank you, Santa Fe Place!

As The Food Depot was able to
acquire more food, one issue
became clear: food storage.
Enter Santa Fe Place. Pre-pandemic,
the food bank was already very
familiar with the mall as a host and
sponsor for multiple years with the
unique Canstruction Santa Fe event.
Santa Fe Place stepped up to the
plate when The Food Depot was
looking for a large venue to safely
distribute food when Capital High
School was no longer an option.

The management again
showed their incredible
support when they donated
space inside of the mall to
store non-perishable food.
“We are beyond happy to provide
space for The Food Depot’s
distributions. The Santa Fe Place Mall

Facemask
Fundraiser
Need a new mask?
Stop by the Kakawa Chocolate
House, 1050 Paseo De Peralta
in Santa Fe, to purchase a
locally made cloth mask.
The styles vary and are
$12 each. All proceeds will
benefit The Food Depot.
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Tidbits

you should know

Save the Dates:
Hunger Action Month
September is National Hunger
Action Month. This year has been
full of ups and downs, but Hunger
Action Month may feel familiar to
many. If you are able, The Food
Depot asks you to donate, advocate
and volunteer.
Donate online at thefooddepot.org
where every dollar you give can feed
four people. When you advocate for
hunger relief programs, you help
neighbors and families thrive. Giving
of your time by volunteering ensures
that the most of every dollar goes
directly to feeding people.

Giving Tuesday

If you or someone you know were
laid off from your employment
due to COVID-19, you may be
eligible for a one-time
$200 grocery card
from the Empty Pantry Fund.

Grocery

Card

$200

Go to www.santafenewmexican.com/news/empty pantry_fund
for more information and to apply.

Amazon
The international, annual day of
giving, #GivingTuesday will be
Dec. 1, 2020. Always landing on the
Tuesday after Thanksgiving in the
United States, this day has grown to
encourage and support your favorite
cause, whether by financial support,
volunteering or advocacy. Join us
online as we share our programs,
work and passions.

Cranksgiving:
Eliminating Hunger on 2 Wheels

Follow us on social media
for Hunger Action Month
each day in September
to learn more about what
you can do to help hunger
relief efforts.

Empty Pantry Fund

Save the date for the annual
Cranksgiving Santa Fe on Nov. 7.
This part food drive, part scavenger
hunt is a family-friendly event.
Details will be released on
Cranksgiving Santa Fe’s Facebook
page in the coming weeks.

Hand Sanitizer
Support The Food Depot without
leaving your couch by using
Amazon Smile. When you shop, go
to smile.amazon.com and select
The Food Depot as your nonprofit.
The shopping process is completely
the same as shopping on Amazon,
with the added benefit of 0.5 percent
of your eligible purchases will be
donated to The Food Depot.
Smith’s Food and Drug Stores
Inspiring Donations
Register your Smith’s digital account
at www.smithsfoodanddrug.com
Inspire and select The Food
Depot as your nonprofit organization.
Smith’s will donate
0.5 percent of
eligible purchases
back to The Food
Depot.

When you’re choosing your next
bottle of hand sanitizer, check
out local company Earth &
Anchor Soap Company.
The company has provided
The Food Depot staff and
volunteers some great
smelling varieties.

When you use the code
FoodDepot10,
receive 10 percent off
your order.
(*As of press time, the company
is moving and will begin filling
orders again on Sept. 1.)
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taking shape in the United States.
“My first three months were spent
with volunteers packing pantry bags
for drive-through distributions. I
quickly learned what The Food
Depot does at the ground level and
how well this team responds to a
crisis. In the past several weeks I
have shifted back to organizing fund
drives and other kinds of community
outreach,” Tim said.
Tim Fowler
Tim Fowler joined The Food Depot
staff as the newest Events and
Outreach Coordinator in mid-March.
Born in El Paso, Texas, Tim was raised
near St. Louis, Mo. Both of Tim’s
parents were raised in New Mexico.
He has made his home here in Santa
Fe for almost 23 years. He’s been
married for 13 years and has a 9-yearold daughter. Tim says the only pets
would be their two beehives. Before
The Food Depot, Tim was an event
organizer for bicycle festivals and a
long-time website designer.
While Tim’s position is outreach and
events, he started with The Food
Depot just as the pandemic was

When he’s not at The Food Depot
assisting with various tasks, you can
find Tim on a mountain bike or skis.
Welcome, Tim!
Scott Baumwald

Scott Baumwald joined The Food
Depot in March as the new Food
Rescue Coordinator. While helping
oversee the flow of perishable food
through the food bank, Scott also
sets up volunteer projects like
repackaging bulk produce and
sorting grocery store donations. He
especially enjoys working with the
bread team because it reminds him
of his time working as an artisan
bread baker/ski bum in Bozeman,
Montana.
Prior to joining The Food Depot, he
worked for the City of Santa Fe’s
wildland firefighting department
performing forest thinning projects
to protect against wildfire. In
addition to holding a variety of
conservation-focused positions
around the country, Scott was also
the volunteer coordinator at a Santa
Fe homeless shelter.
When he's not working, Scott spends
most of his time outdoors with his
girlfriend of eight years, Sarah, and
their dog, Bernie. He holds a
Bachelor's degree in Forestry and
Natural Resources from the
University of Georgia and a Graduate
Certificate in Nonprofit
Administration from the University of
Montana. Welcome, Scott!

Paul Davis Restoration. Her days
involve the very important tasks of
disinfecting areas of the building to
keep volunteers and staff safe. Zamir
also assists with food distributions
and other tasks when needed.
“I started working for The Food
Depot as a contract worker then I
knew very quickly I enjoyed it
because we help a lot of people that
are in need. So when I was offered
the full time position I was really
excited,” Zamir recently said.

Zamir Crispin

When not working, Zamir enjoys
spending time with family, husband
of 6 years, Alejandro, and their
4-year-old daughter, Keila, and the
family dogs, Luna and Princess. Her
daughter says they are a “family of
unicorns.” Zamir’s parents and two
sisters live close as well and they
enjoy spending time together.

Zamir Crispin joined The Food
Depot team in July as a Maintenance
Coordinator. She is originally from
Torreón, Coahuila, Mexico. Before
The Food Depot, she worked with

Zamir says she is looking forward to
meeting the community and
working at The Food Depot with the
mission to help end hunger.
Welcome, Zamir!
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Resource Navigation Celebrates One Year
Connecting People to Critical Resources

Resource Navigation directly served
191 individuals and families during
its inaugural year. Some of those
served were referrals from CONNECT
network partners, and The Food
Depot provided food to those
families with drive-thru distributions,
Hope for the Homebound food
delivery program, Navigation
Emergency Food Boxes, and a range
of other services and resources.
Others came to The Food Depot by
phone, email, and often, to the front
door, urgently looking for assistance.
In addition to getting them food,
The Food Depot connected them
to community resources for rent,
utility bills, medical care, counseling
support, and a wide range of other
social and financial supports. The
Resource Navigation diaper program
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Annual Food Drive Goes VIRTUAL
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Resource Navigation at The Food
Depot recently celebrated its oneyear anniversary, and what a year it
was. The program’s launch and
development could not have been
more timely. When COVID-19
came, The Food Depot had a
program in place to connect those
in need with a wide range of
critical resources and supports.

t ion

Helping Neighbors
While Staying Safe

Se

– a part of Diaper Depot – provided
22,640 diapers to 105 families
in need.
The CONNECT network – the
resource and referral network
funded by the city and county of
Santa Fe of which The Food Depot is
a proud partner – also excelled over
this period. From July 2019 to June
2020 the network grew to 100
navigators at 50-plus organizations
and resourced more than 1,194
individuals and families.
“Obviously, no one wished for a
pandemic,” said Chris Blumenstein,
resource navigator at The Food
Depot. “But when it came, I think all
of us at The Food Depot were
relieved and proud to have this new
program in place – to connect
people to critical resources, certainly,
but also, hopefully, to let our hurting
neighbors know they’re not alone.”

If you are in need of assistance or know someone who does,
contact Chris at (505) 470-2236 or navigator@thefooddepot.org.

The 9th annual Neighbor To
Neighbor Fund Drive is underway
online. While social distancing limits
our daily interactions, the Neighbor to
Neighbor Fund Drive is a great way to
reach out and connect with your
friends, neighbors and coworkers via
phone, email and social media.
This year, no food donations will be
picked up or accepted at the
warehouse. This event is solely
online.
Due to the COVID-19 crisis many
businesses are still closed or are
operating at reduced capacity, which
means many of our neighbors have
reduced income. Unfortunately,
reduced income equals increased
hunger. When people must make
difficult financial choices, food is
often one of the first budget items to
be reduced or eliminated. This year
more than ever we need your
contribution to the Neighbor to
Neighbor Fund Drive.
Traditional food drives are hightouch and increase everyone's risk
of exposure to the COVID-19. As
The Food Depot takes necessary
precautions, the Neighbor to Neighbor
Fund Drive has evolved into an
online-only food drive to reduce the
risks to everyone's health. Your
contribution will go even further than

Neighbor to
Neighbor

Fund Drive

before as The Food Depot has access
to bulk and wholesale food. With the
purchasing power and partnerships,
The Food Depot can feed four
people with every dollar donated.
Let's come together in 2020 to
support our neighbors in need. Join
the Neighbor to Neighbor Fund Drive
at www.thefooddepot.org/n2n/.
Sign up before Friday, Sept. 11 for
your donations to be included in the
annual friendly competition. Awards
will be given (virtually) at a later date
and more information will be
announced on the Neighbor to
Neighbor web page.

Did you know?

The Food Depot can
purchase a semi trailer load
of tomatoes (40,000 pounds)
for just 4.2 cents per pound.

nual e!
n
a
Fun
e 9th nd Driv
h
t
r
w fo hbor Fu
o
n
up
eig
Sign bor to N
h
Neig

to

or
ghb bor
i
e
N eigh
ive
N
d Dr

The Food Depot
1222 A Siler Road
Santa Fe, NM 87507
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