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Best of Santa Fe Winner
The Food Depot Wins Best Nonprofit
for 2021
The annual Best of Santa Fe award winners
were recently announced and The Food
Depot is proud to have earned the title of
Best Nonprofit for 2021. The recognition
comes completely from voters like you who
show their love for all things local with the
ballot from the Santa Fe Reporter.
Thank you to all who participated and to
the Santa Fe Reporter for hosting the awards
once again.

Celebrating 10 Years of Giving Back
Happy Anniversary Neighbor to Neighbor Fund Drive
The Neighbor to Neighbor Fund Drive is celebrating its 10th year in bringing
together neighbors, businesses and organizations in northern New Mexico all
for one cause — hunger relief.

GOALS:

Neighbor to
Neighbor

Food Drive

This year’s goals are to have more than
150 participating neighborhoods and
businesses participating. The Neighbor to
Neighbor Fund Drive volunteer team, led
by Linda Wilder Flatt, hopes to raise more
than $185,000 with this year’s event.
Thank you to all who participate! Your
continued support has been incredible.

Donate before Sept. 18

to have your donation included in the friendly competition at
www.thefooddepot.org/neighborhood-donation
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Want to Get
Involved?
Donate
You can make a monetary
donation:
Online: thefooddepot.org
Over the phone: Contact Mona at
505-471-1633, ext. 112
Advocate
You can make a difference by
sharing information about hunger
in our communities. Share
information from our social media
pages or join the Advocacy
Committee.
Email Mona at mruark@
thefooddepot.org for more
information.
Volunteer
The Food Depot is always
looking for volunteers to join
the team.
To learn how to get involved or
to start an application, visit
volunteer.thefooddepot.org

Thank you to our temporary
staff for assisting during the
COVID-19 crisis:
Alcion Calderon

THE
FOOD
DEPOT

NORTHERN NEW MEXICO’S FOOD BANK

BOARD

David Barton, President
Len Rand, Vice President
Thomas Jensen, Treasurer
Caitlin Smith, Secretary
Noah Berke, At Large Member
Brigid Brahe • Scott Bunton • Janet
Clow • V. Brian D'Andrea • Bridget
Dixson • Carol Johnson • Matt Nerzig
• Dr. Jill Rhymes • David Risser • Kristi
Salazar • Dr. Bret Smoker • Bill Sveum

STAFF
Scott Alexander
Robyn Archuleta
Chris Blumenstein
Steven Bolin
Zamir Crispin
Jill Dixon
Ash Engel
Adan Estrada
Tim Fowler
Dave Halerz
Sherry Hooper
Russell Johnson
Leanna McClure
Sammy Madrid
Tori Mendes
Carmen Miramontes
Olivia Miramontes

Ashlynn Montoya
Gill Perea-Martinez
Justin Peters
Melissa Petty
Paul Rodriguez
Brian Roybal
Mona Ruark
Alma Salas
David Sanchez
James Sanchez
Jerome Sanchez
Fred Santistevan
Billie Secular
David Vigil
Joel Villegas
Jerry Wagner
Jennifer West

NORTHERN NEW MEXICO’S FOOD BANK

The Food Depot is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit, non-partisan, and an
equal opportunity provider.
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The new volunteer platform, Volunteer Impact, will launch later this fall.

Volunteer Impact
Improving the Volunteer
Experience
The Food Depot is excited to
announce the Volunteer
Department will be converting to
the volunteer management
software, Volunteer Impact, this fall.
Volunteer Impact offers a robust set
of tools and features, and assists in
recruitment, onboarding, training,
communicating, scheduling,
reporting, etc. This is a very exciting
time for us! This will allow
volunteers to have more control
over their scheduling, which will
also allow the volunteer team to
spend more time alongside
volunteers with activities and
distributions. It will allow us to track
birthdays, personal preferences, and
many other ways to celebrate
volunteers and the work that they do.

PAG E 5

from where you have signed up,
which will then allow another
volunteer to fill that slot. While the
intent is to make this a more
autonomous volunteer experience
and a more accurate assessment of
volunteer activities, the personal
interactions between you and the
volunteer team will not diminish. We
will be here every step of the way
and after.

The database will allow us
to better control our
workflow and prioritize the
needs of the organization
and our partner agencies.
As a benefit to the organization, we
will have more accurate reports
based on volunteer activities and
time frames.
Volunteer Impact will also allow us to
offer training online for both new
and veteran volunteers in the
comfort of your own home or at our
onsite volunteer workstation.
Want to start a new activity but
unsure of what to do? We will have
training for that. Need a refresher of
how to sort donations? We will have
training and documents for that.
Have an emergency and cannot
participate in a shift? You will have
the ability to simply remove yourself

Soon we will be reaching out to all
active volunteers to take a moment
and fill out the online application. It
will take a few moments and you will
be stored in our database. If you
have any questions, please email
sbolin@thefooddepot.org.

Thank you,
Santa Fe County
The Food Depot wishes to thank
Santa Fe County for their support
with CARES Act funding during the
COVID-19 response and beyond.
These funds allowed additional food
to be purchased and supported
specific food distributions including
the Pojoaque and Nambé
distributions. The County made
essential CARES Act funding
available to The Food Depot, but it
also prioritized hunger-relief when
directing its own community
support allocations and were able to
provide nearly 1 million meals.

Aqua Es Vida
Throughout the state, New Mexicans
know the value of water. When
older municipal systems fail or there
is a natural disaster, such as a fire,
The Food Depot can provide water
to these communities.
The need for bottled water varies
during the year, and The Food Depot
is always prepared whether it is twice
in a year or twice in a week. We are
ready to respond.

You can assist The Food
Depot in keeping the supply
of water steady by
supporting the
Aqua Es Vida Fund.
You can donate at the warehouse at
1222 Siler Rd., from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. You can
support the fund financially at www.
thefooddepot.org/agua-es-vida.
Because water is life.
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News

Tidbits

Feeding Our
Neighbors
Bell's Brewing

streets myself in Albuquerque. I’ve
been there. I’ve lived off of Taco Bell
sauce packets for weeks at a time. It’s
been 20 years since then, but I know
how hard and debilitating that can
be. It’s a big part of why I wanted to
help. … Bell’s, my company, was
onboard as soon as I came up with
the idea.”

The promotion earned The
Food Depot $2,265 – the
equivalent of 9,060 meals.
A special thank you to Bell’s Brewing
for their “Feeding Our Neighbors”
promotion. For every 12-pack and
case of Bell’s Brewery beer sold May
27 through July 5, the company
donated $1 or $2, respectively. The
company also matched donations
from the public.
Silas Sims, area sales manager for
Bell’s Brewery, spoke recently with the
Richard Eeds Show on why he wanted
to get involved with hunger-relief
efforts.
“I’m a New Mexico native. I’ve lived
here my entire life. Between the age
of 16 and 20, I was on and off the

Thank you, Silas, for sharing your
story and to Bell’s Brewing and
Premiere Distributing for their
support!

myWalgreens

Amazon Smile

Paseo Pottery
Take a pottery class with Paseo
Pottery in Santa Fe, 1424 Paseo
de Peralta, and 100 percent of
net proceeds will be donated
to The Food Depot.
The studio has been a long-time
supporter of local nonprofits,
and The Food Depot is grateful
to be voted as this year’s
beneficiary.
Learn more and register for a
class at paseopottery.com.

Reflective Jewelry

From Sept. 1
through Nov. 30, when you
use your myWalgreens account
or mobile app, you are able to
earn and donate rewards to
local non-profits, including
The Food Depot.

When you purchase a piece of
jewelry in-person or online,
Reflective Jewelry will donate
20 percent to The Food Depot.
Learn more about their unique
design process and ethical and
green best practices at
reflectivejewelry.com

Visit walgreens.com to sign up.

Thank you, Reflective Jewelry!

Are you an Amazon
shopper?
Looking for another way
to support The Food
Depot? Go to smile.
amazon.com and select
The Food Depot as your
charity to support.
Amazon will donate 0.5
percent of your purchases
back to The Food Depot.

Smith’s Inspiring
Donations
Smith’s Food and Drug
Stores will donate 0.5
percent of eligible
purchases when you
select The Food Depot
with the Inspired
Donations program.
This donation does not
affect your coupons or
fuel points, it simply gives
back to The Food Depot.
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Summer Food Wraps Up
Providing Much Needed Meals to
Santa Fe's Families
When schools are closed, so is one of
the most simple ways for families to
access meals for their children. The
summer months can be especially
challenging for some families already
struggling to make ends meet.
Enter The Food Depot’s Summer
Food program.
The Food Depot hosted its Summer
Food program June 7 through
July 30. This summer, nine sites
provided fresh, nutritious meals to
Santa Feans.
More than 10,000 meals were
prepared by The Food Depot’s
Kids Kitchen. A specially-trained
team of staff and volunteers from
The Food Depot ensured schedules
were met, supplies were plenty and
many precautions were taken to
keep everyone as safe as possible.
Meals could be taken off-site, or
eaten at the site with fun activities
for those who wanted to participate.
Thank you to the many donors who
supported this year's program. The
Food Depot is so grateful to an
anonymous donor for providing a
$15,000 match and Enterprise Bank
and Trust for adding a $5,000 match
to donations — providing more
healthy meals to those in need.

The Food Depot Executive Director Sherry Hooper accepts a generous donation
from Global Give-A-Book Founder Sylvia Maser earlier this year.

This summer:
The Food Depot staff Austin, left, and Melissa,
prepare to distribute meals and books for the
Summer Food program.

A special thank you to the many
organizations who collaborated with
the food bank this summer. Longtime volunteer Sally Dillon made
the art activities special with her
enthusiasm and attention to detail.
The Food Depot and many in the
community appreciate you, Sally!

• 7,973 meals were served across
•
•

nine sites
 6,824 served to children
 1,150 served to adults
An average of 204 meals were
served per day
10,269 meals were prepared by
Kids Kitchen

Collaborations with Other
Organizations:

• Global Give-A- Book donated 400
brand-new kids books

The Food
Depot's
volunteer
Sally
Dillon led
many craft
sessions
for children
during the
Summer
Food
program.

• Debbie Maloney and her

organization BookKids distributed
more than 300 children's books
throughout the program

• Long-time volunteer/art

aficionado Sally Dillon held art
camps across the sites

• The Santa Fe Police Department
distributed goodie bags and
stuffed animals

• Gerard's House distributed

coloring books and information
about their services

• Ideas for Cooking and Nutrition
(ICAN) distributed recipes,
activities, and other materials
for children

For 2021, Global Give-A-Book
founder Sylvia Maser provided
400 high-quality children’s books
that were individually packaged
and delivered to TFD for
distribution to children on our ten
summer food sites. In addition,
Global Give-A-Book provided
150 books to The Food Depot
Diaper Depot program for families
receiving diaper assistance.
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County with hopes of expanding the
services for years to come.
“The Food Depot’s Food Mobile is
just the beginning of this work [with
the new strategic plan]. With this
new model of distribution, we are
evolving our practice by employing a
new service model, one that
reduces stigma and provides a
positive experience for those who
receive services at all levels,” The
Food Depot’s Executive Director
Sherry Hooper said at the launch.

A New Addition to
Food Bank Options:
Meet the
Food Mobile
On July 15, The Food Depot took a
colorful blue bus down the road to
the community of Cerrillos. The
former Bookmobile was transformed
into a mini-grocery of sorts –
carrying fresh produce, meats,
prepared snacks and pantry staples.
With this Food Mobile, The Food
Depot hopes to provide another
option when assisting Northern New
Mexicans experiencing food
insecurity, and provide services in
areas where it is most needed. In the
coming months, you’ll see the Food
Mobile on the streets in Santa Fe

When a guest of the Food Mobile
arrives, they will be greeted by a staff
or volunteer with a menu of the day’s
offerings – with the choice to accept
or decline a specific food option. The
menu lists a protein, fresh produce,
bread and a prepared food item
made by the Kids Kitchen.

The Food Depot staff member
David Vigil places food bags in a
guest’s trunk during the July 15
food distribution in Cerrillos.

“The Mobile Food Pantry
program has been a lifeline
for many in the CerrillosMadrid area. In addition to
those who are having
financial and physical
challenges, some also do
not have reliable or any
transportation,” Marilyn
said in a recent email.

•

Mike Krupnick,
Krupnick Studios

• John Rehders,

John Rehders Contractors

• Jeff Sanchez and Donald

Garcia, JDR & Associates
General Contractors

• The Food Depot staff Justin
Peters and Scott Alexander
Thank you to those who
joined us for the
Food Mobile’s launch:

The approach to this type
of distribution is to give the
guests choice.
A special thank you to Marilyn Lewis,
long-time volunteer of The Food
Depot. With Marilyn’s assistance, this
food distribution in Cerrillos would
not have been established.
After inquiring at different locations,
we settled on space next to the
Cerrillos Hills State Park Visitors Center.
This distribution started in March
2020 and serves approximately 30 to
50 households twice a month.

Thank you to those who had
a special role in the
development of the
Food Mobile:

Santa Fe City Councilor Jamie Cassutt distributes
menus to guests during a food distribution
in Cerrillos.

•

Carmela Quintana of U.S.
Senator Ben Ray Luján’s office

•

City of Santa Fe Mayor
Allan Webber

•

Eric Castillo of U.S. Senator
Martin Heinrich’s office

•

Dion Silva, Enterprise Bank
and Trust

•

Santa Fe City Councilor
Jamie Cassutt

All Food Mobile photos by Christy Parent, 4 Birds Photography
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THE FOOD DEPOT'S SOUPER BOWL EVENT – Jan.29, 2022

Mark Your Calendar
D DE
THE FOO

HUNGER ACTION MONTH – Sept.

WORLD FOOD DAY – Oct. 16

Did you know that hunger affects
every community in the United
States? New Mexico has always been
one of the most affected states by
food insecurity, but as we move
through the pandemic, the issue has
worsened with 1 in 3 children and
1 in 5 adults are affected.

World Food Day is
recognized in
more than 150
countries and
is celebrated
on Oct. 16. The
day aims to raise
awareness for those
experiencing hunger and access to
healthy food for all.

September is National Hunger
Action Month. The Food Depot
encourages you to donate, advocate
or volunteer in our vision for hungerfree communities in Northern
New Mexico.
You can also show
your support on
Friday, Sept. 17
by wearing orange
for National Hunger
Action Day.
Follow The Food Depot on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram to learn more
about how you can support hungerrelief efforts.
Whether you choose to support the
cause financially, with your time or
by sharing information with others
who may not know about hunger in
New Mexico, every action matters.
Thank you for your support!

The Food Depot’s Souper Bowl is
scheduled to return on Saturday,
January 29, 2022.

POT

The community-loved event will
take place again at the Santa Fe
Community Convention Center.

Northern

New M ex

ico’s Foo

d Bank

Stay tuned to thefooddepot.org
and social media for more details
on attending and sponsorship
opportunities.

Community Support...
ENTERPRISE BANK AND TRUST

pledged $25,000 towards the
launch of the next Food Mobile.
Thank you for your incredible
support, Enterprise Bank and Trust!

#GIVINGTUESDAY – Nov. 30
#GivingTuesday: an international
day of giving, this is recognized on
the Tuesday after Thanksgiving.
The #GivingTuesday movement asks
you to donate, advocate or volunteer
for causes you are passionate about.
This year, join us to learn more about
The Food Depot’s hunger-relief work
on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook
on Tuesday, Nov. 30.

The Food Depot is grateful for the
incredible support of Enterprise
Bank and Trust. The repeated
commitment to hunger-relief initiatives are critical to increasing the
access to healthy and nutritious
foods in northern New Mexico.
Enterprise Bank & Trust generously
matched a grant awarded to Kids
Kitchen by No Kid Hungry,
providing an additional $20,000 to
support meals for children. At the
launch of the Food Mobile, Dion
Silva, president of the Santa Fe
Region of Enterprise Bank and Trust,

From left to right:
City of Santa Fe Mayor Alan Webber, Executive
Director Sherry Hooper, Enterprise Bank and
Trust President Dion Silva, City of Santa Fe City
Councilor Jamie Cassutt, and Deputy Director
Jill Dixon.
Photo by Christy Parent, 4 Birds Photography
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Diaper Need
Awareness Week

Navigator Update

September 27 through October 3

Diaper
Depot
One of the basic needs for a new
baby is diapers. The need for
disposable diapers can play a large
role for a family — keeping a baby
happy and healthy, allowing a child
to attend childcare and parents to go
to work can all be affected by this
one product.
According to the National Diaper
Bank Network, New Mexico has
55 percent of mothers with infants
in the workforce. Nationally, they
also report, “57 percent of parents
are missing an average of four days
of work or school in the past month
because they didn’t have diapers.

As many as 1 in 3 families
struggle to provide an
adequate supply of diapers
for their child.
Some families report using a diaper
longer than they should or
attempting to clean a diaper in
order to reuse it.

Diaper Need Awareness Week is a
national effort to bring attention to
these issues affecting many families.
This year, the week is recognized
Sept. 27 through Oct. 3. The Food
Depot’s Diaper Depot program
strives to help families experiencing
diaper need by providing a
supplemental supply of diapers to
families in northern New Mexico.

The CONNECT network is a number of nonprofits in
the city of Santa Fe, and government agencies at the
city and county level working to bring resources
together and eliminate as many barriers to accessing
those resources as possible.
From assistance with diapers and food boxes, to applying for Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), The Food Depot is proud to be a part of
the CONNECT network. The broader CONNECT network may also provide help
with rent payments, transportation and utilities to name a few.
To learn more about the CONNECT network, go to thefooddepot.org/gethelp or email navigator@thefooddepot.org.

The Food Depot is a proud member
of the National Diaper Bank Network,
and is the only registered member in
the state of New Mexico.

For a listing of more Farmers Markets,
go to farmersmarketsnm.org/finda-market.

Can you help?
• Host a diaper drive. Contact Tim

For those with SNAP benefits, use
your EBT card to double the amount
of fresh produce you can purchase at
Farmers Markets, grocery stores and
farm stands.

Fowler, events and outreach
coordinator, for more details on
hosting a diaper drive at your work
or with your organization. Email Tim
at tfowler@thefooddepot.org.

• Donate diapers directly to

The Food Depot. Donations are
accepted Monday through Friday,
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 1222 A Siler Rd. All
sizes are welcome, but the larger size
diapers are always in high demand.

• Advocate. Follow The Food

Depot’s and the National Diaper
Bank Network’s website and social
media for updates on policy
changes.

Fresh Fruits and
Veggies
Head out to local area Farmers
Markets and support the local
food supply.
Through Sept. 28, the Del Sur Market
will be hosted from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
at the Presbyterian Santa Fe Medical
Center, 4801 Beckner Rd.

Learn more about the Double Up
Food Bucks program at
doubleupnm.org.
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Strategic Plan

Moving the Needle on Hunger
Advocacy Group Focuses on
Long-Term Change
The Food Depot continues to evolve
and adapt – and has found it
necessary to have a shift in its
strategic plan. While the priority will
always be to feed people and end
hunger for them in the immediate
future, assisting households so they
no longer need to access the food
bank is a priority as well.

The Food Depot is moving
towards a “More than Food”
framework, as developed by
Katie Martin and experts in
“Reinventing Food Banks
and Pantries.”

The Food Depot has developed
three overarching goals as stated
in the new strategic framework:

• Provide healthy food in

respectful and dignified ways
to the diverse range of people
experiencing food insecurity in
response to disasters or to fill
gaps where acute hunger
needs are inadequately
addressed.

• Expand wraparound services,
such as health screenings, so
people don’t need to use
emergency food assistance
long-term and collaborate
with community partners to
develop local solutions to
food insecurity.

• Collaborate with government
Follow the latest Advocacy
Committee work on
thefooddepot.org/advocate

and community/private
partners to advocate for
systemic changes that help to
break the cycle of long term
food insecurity.

Supporting the hunger-relief work
of The Food Depot, the Advocacy
Committee meets once a month to
discuss and make an action plan for
current and upcoming policies and
in-depth food insecurity issues. The
Advocacy Committee is made of
several community members across
the state, Board of Directors from
The Food Depot, and other
professionals in the hunger-relief
network. There is a solid
commitment to move the needle
when it comes to solving hunger.
Some ongoing and prior topics
include: Child and senior hunger,
agriculture and infrastructure, food
waste, and gleaning.

Join the effort
Supporting hunger-relief efforts
can be as simple as writing a letter
to the editor of your local
newspapers, calling your elected
representatives or telling your
colleagues about current issues.
There are different levels of
support you can provide
depending on your schedule.
Reach out to Mona at
mruark@thefooddepot.org or
505-471-1633 ext. 112 to be added
to the advocacy mailing list.
You can tell us your contact
preferences and we’ll keep you
updated on time-sensitive issues
that can be addressed by email or
other appropriate action. The Food
Depot never shares or sells your
information.

Solar Project

Staff from Affordable Solar prepare to take
The Food Depot “off the grid” in late July.
Photo by James Sanchez.

As of July 26, The Food Depot
has "flipped the switch" to solar
power at the warehouse on Siler
Road in Santa Fe.
The Food Depot is now reducing
their carbon footprint and
reducing electric costs by 5
percent — meaning more
funds to purchase fresh food.
In total, 245 panels were
installed on three roofs.
The Food Depot is grateful for
the dedication of the Operations
Committee to this project: Scott
Alexander, Noah Berke, Paul
D’Arcy, Doug Gardner, Sherry
Hooper, Justin Peters, Len Rand,
Fred Seibel, and Bill Sveum.
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The Food Depot's New Deputy Director
Jill Dixon's New Position
With the many changes The Food
Depot has seen over the past couple
of years, a deputy director position
was greatly needed.

Former director of development
Jill Dixon has taken on this position
to work hand-in-hand with executive
director Sherry Hooper.
Jill will take the lead on several pieces
of implementing a new strategic
plan. In addition, she will also guide
various departments across the
organization.
Jill has been with The Food Depot for
nine years, developing the funds
necessary to grow the organization.
Congratulations, Jill!

Hooper joins the
SFCC Board
The Food Depot is pleased to
announce that Executive Director
Sherry Hooper has joined the Santa
Fe Chamber of Commerce Board of
Directors.
"The Santa Fe Chamber serves to
represent businesses and nonprofits
of all sectors. The Food Depot is such
an important staple organization in
the community, so we are pleased to
have Sherry Hooper join the Board of
Directors at the Santa Fe Chamber.

Her expertise in community
outreach and insight on nonprofit
management will be a great addition
to our team," said Bridget Dixon,
president and CEO of the Santa Fe
Chamber of Commerce.

Way to Go, Justin!

New Staff

Director of
Warehouse
Operations
Justin
Peters
reached an
incredible
milestone
this summer
with 19 years
of service to
The Food
Depot.

Leanna
McClure
joined The
Food Depot
team as the
program
manager in
July. She oversees the Food 4 Kids,
Diaper Depot and Mobile Food
Pantry programs, and also works
with the more than 115 nonprofit
partner organizations in The Food
Depot’s nine county service area.
Leanna says her priorities include
clients receiving appropriate,
meaningful and dynamic hungerrelief services.

Throughout the years, Justin has
driven trucks, plotted transportation
routes and managed dozens of
warehouse employees. Justin is
responsible for managing and
purchasing what types of food will
be distributed in addition to
donations secured from the public.

“His dedication and
commitment to this
organization is unmatched,”
Sherry Hooper, executive
director of The Food Depot
recently said.
Thank you, Justin, for all that you do
in hunger-relief work. You are
appreciated!

Prior to The Food Depot, Leanna
worked as an education consultant
where she focused on curricula
development, grant management,
nonprofit research and evaluation
methodology. Leanna has taught in
Oregon, Nevada and New Mexico
with a background in Indigenous
and Special Education. She is a
doctoral candidate through
Northeastern University in Boston,
Mass.
Leanna is from the Santa Fe area. “I
volunteered at The Food Depot in
high school and am thrilled to have
the opportunity to contribute to this
amazing organization...." Leanna said
in a recent email. Welcome, Leanna!
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