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Celebrating a Decade of Caring
A volunteer-led food drive — the Neighbor to Neighbor Food Drive —
celebrates its 10th year in 2021 and is looking to meet its biggest goals yet!
Read more inside.
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The Only Constant Is (Wonderful) Change

Looking Towards the Future
The Food Depot shifted gears to
meet the increased need of those
who were food insecure throughout
2020. As the pandemic recedes, The
Food Depot looks to the future and
ways to best serve communities in
Santa Fe and beyond in its ninecounty service area.
"Are you interested in
advocating for a food secure
future for all?"
Email Mona at mruark@
thefooddepot.org for more
information and provide your
email and phone number.
You’ll be provided timely
information on how you can
help from The Food Depot’s
Advocacy Committee.

Looking for
information on
local Farmers
Markets, produce
in season and food
distribution schedules?
Goodfood NM is a texting
service with The Food Depot
and the New Mexico Farmers’
Marketing Association to get this
useful information directly to
your phone.
Text "DEPOT" to 21333 or
"DEPOTES" to the same number
for information in Spanish.
Stay tuned on our website and social
media for the most up-to-date
information. Upcoming additions to
the way we distribute food and assist
people experiencing food insecurity
will be announced.

Look for
The Food
Mobile
(pictured here)
to be out
and about
on the streets
of Santa Fe.

Want to Get
Involved?
Donate
You can make a monetary
donation:
Online: thefooddepot.org
Over the phone: Contact Mona at
505-471-1633, ext. 112
Advocate
You can make a difference by
sharing information about hunger
in our communities. Share
information from our social media
pages or join the Advocacy
Committee.
Email Mona at mruark@
thefooddepot.org for more
information.
Volunteer
The Food Depot is always
looking for volunteers to join
the team.
To learn how to get involved or
to start an application, visit
thefooddepot.org/volunteer.

THE FOOD DEPOT
Board of Directors
David Barton, President
Len Rand, Vice President
Thomas Jensen, Treasurer
Caitlin Smith, Secretary
Noah Berke, At Large Member
Brigid Brahe • Scott Bunton • Janet
Clow • V. Brian D'Andrea • Bridget
Dixson • Carol Johnson • Matt Nerzig
• Dr. Jill Rhymes • David Risser • Kristi
Salazar • Dr. Bret Smoker • Bill Sveum
Staff
Scott Alexander
Robyn Archuleta
Chris Blumenstein
Steven Bolin
Zamir Crispin
Jill Dixon
Ash Engel
Adan Estrada
Tim Fowler
Dave Halerz
Sherry Hooper
Russell Johnson
Sammy Madrid
Tori Mendes
Carmen Miramontes
Olivia Miramontes
Ashlynn Montoya
Gill Perea-Martinez
Justin Peters

Melissa Petty
Elizabeth Rhine-		
Egelhoff
Paul Rodriguez
Brian Roybal
Mona Ruark
Michelle Saiz
Alma Salas
David Sanchez
James Sanchez
Jerome Sanchez
Fred Santistevan
Austin Tyra
David Vigil
Joel Villegas
Jerry Wagner
Jennifer West
Marco White

Thank you to our temporary
staff for assisting during the
COVID-19 crisis:
Alcion Calderon
Amelia Linett
Zoe Robb
Billie Secular

NORTHERN NEW MEXICO’S FOOD BANK

The Food Depot is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit, non-partisan, and an
equal opportunity provider.
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JOIN BELL’S BREWERY TO HELP FEED LOCAL FAMILIES

Tidbits
El Parasol

Not to exceed $1400

Newman's Own
Foundation
Grant Award of $10,000
The Food Depot is proud to
announce they have received a
grant award of $10,000 for the
Food for Kids program and COVID
Relief supported by the Newman’s
Own Foundation. This is the
equivalent of 40,000 meals. Thank
you, Newman’s Own Foundation!

15.5% OF NEW MEXICANS
DON’T KNOW WHERE THEIR
NEXT MEAL WILL COME FROM

GIVE $$ & BELL’S
WILL MATCH
YOUR GIFT

Generous Support from the
Atencio Family
The Food Depot sincerely thanks the
Atencio family with their El Parasol
restaurants for their continued
support, and most recent donation
of $10,000. "We are proud to work
with The Food Depot and grateful
for all we are able to do," Ralph
Atencio said.
The donation is the equivalent of
40,000 meals.

feeding our

Backyard
new mexico
may 27 - july 5

BELL’S WILL DONATE 4 MEALS
FOR EVERY 12-PK PURCHASED

Feeding Our
Backyard
Scan the QR Code to Donate

Kids Kitchen

Between May 27 and July 5, when
you purchase Bell’s Beer Premiere
Distributing and Bell’s Brewery
will make a donation to The Food
Depot and two other New Mexico
food banks.

Summer Food Program
Kids Kitchen, a partnership
between The Food Depot and
Growing Up New Mexico: The Early
Childhood Partnership, isn’t
slowing down this summer. With
school out, the kitchen will prepare
food for The Food Depot’s Summer
Food program — getting fresh and
nutritious meals to Santa Fe’s youth.
Stay tuned in the coming weeks for
more information about what Kids
Kitchen is up to next.

For every case purchased they
will donate $2, and each 12-pack
of beer, $1.

The Atencio family recently presented Jill Dixon,
director of development, a check to support
The Food Depot’s hunger-relief efforts.

Donations are also encouraged
through the QR code (just turn on
your cell phone camera and point
at the QR code to visit the donation
page) as they will be matched up to
$1,400.

donations will support
the food depot

BELL’S WILL DONATE
8 MEALS FOR EVERY
CASE PURCHASED

KUNM Spring
Membership Drive
Membership Drive a Success!
Thank you to the membership of
KUNM, Independent Vehicle Service
and Two Wheel Drive for their recent
donation of $5,000. Their Spring
Membership Drive donation is the
equivalent to 20,000 meals.
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Volunteer
Appreciation

More

Tidbits

R&M Construction
Thank You
The Food
Depot
thanks local company R&M
Construction in Española for
their incredible recent donation
of $20,000 to support hungerrelief efforts. The donation is
the equivalent of 80,000 meals
for northern New Mexicans
experiencing food insecurity.
Thank you, R&M Construction!

Target Circle
The results are in!

Easy Ways to Support
The Food Depot
Amazon Smile
Support The Food Depot without
leaving your couch by using
Amazon Smile.

When you shop, go to smile.
amazon.com and select The Food
Depot as your nonprofit. The
shopping process is completely the
same as shopping on Amazon, with
the added benefit of 0.5 percent
of your eligible purchases will be
donated to The Food Depot.
Smith’s Food and Drug Stores
Inspiring Donations

Target Circle voting helped
us receive a share of Target’s
donation and The Food Depot
has received $4,028.92. Thank you
to everyone who participated in
the Target Circle campaign.

A Community of Support

Register your Smith’s digital account
at www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/
Inspire and select The Food Depot as
your nonprofit organization. Smith’s
will donate 0.5 percent of eligible
purchases back to The Food Depot.

The Food Depot recently
celebrated National Volunteer
Appreciation Week in April with
lots of socially distanced fun.
Volunteers were able to nominate
their peers for drawings for a
variety of gift cards to support
local businesses.
The Food Depot appreciates
every volunteer that chooses
to work with us to solve food
insecurity in many communities
in northern New Mexico.

Java Joe’s
Spreading Great Vibes One Cup
at a Time
The Food Depot staff and
volunteers would like to say a big
thank you to the Java Joe’s team
for keeping everyone caffeinated
at the many food distributions
since March 2020.
The coffee donations are always
appreciated, but especially during
the winter months when the
layers of clothes just did not keep
everyone warm enough.
Thank you, Dave and the Java
Joe’s baristas!
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School is Out!

Match Opportunity
The Food Depot 2021 Summer Food Routes

Look for the Summer
Food Program –
Starting June 7
Summer is here and with
that, comes the Summer
Food program. Join us
beginning on June 7 at
sites around Santa Fe
(see the chart for the site
nearest you).
The Food Depot is the
sole sponsor of this
year’s program, and
there’s a lot of fun and
food planned for
families. The Food Depot
staff and volunteers are
excited to incorporate
some needed changes
to the program to feed
as many of Santa Fe’s
youth as possible. The
foods are geared for
children ages 1- to
18-years-old.

ROUTE 1 SITES

Address

TYPE

Camino de Jacobo
B&G Club

52 Camino de
Jacobo

B&G Club
Neighborhood

11:00 am – 11:20 am

June 7 –
July 30

Zona del Sol
B&G Club

6600 Valentine
Way

B&G Club
Neighborhood

11:45 am – 12:15 pm

June 7 –
July 30

Valle Vista
B&G Club

8 Los Lomas

B&G Club
Neighborhood

12:35 pm – 1:00 pm

June 7 –
July 31

ROUTE 2 SITES

Address

TYPE

LUNCH TIMES

Monica Lucero Park

850 Camino
Consuelo

Public Park

11:00 am – 1:00 pm

ROUTE 3 SITES

Address

TYPE

LUNCH TIMES

Santa Fe
Apartments

255 Cam Alire

Apartment
Complex

11:00 am – 11:25 am

June 7 –
July 30

Sangre de Cristo
Apartments

1801 Espinacitas

Apartment
Complex

11:40 am – 12:05 pm

June 7 –
July 30

Las Palomas
Apartments

2001 Hopewell

Apartment
Complex

12:20 pm – 12:45 pm

June 7 –
July 30

•
•
•

LUNCH TIMES

DATES

DATES
June 7 –
July 30

DATES

ROUTE 4 SITES

Address

TYPE

LUNCH TIMES

Country Club
Gardens

6151 Airport Rd

Mobile Home
Park

11:00 am – 11:25 am

June 7 –
July 30

DATES

Riverside de
Santa Fe

7460 Riverside
Loop

Mobile Home
Park

11:40 am – 12:05 pm

June 7 –
July 30

Cottonwood

6441 Cypress St

Mobile Home
Park

12:20 pm – 12:45 pm

June 7 –
July 30

All meals are free, no sign-up or registration required
Parents may pick up a meal without their children present
There will be special events all summer long including art projects, free giveaways, and more!

A few items to note for this summer’s program:
• parents do not have to have their children with them to
pick up a meal
• all meals are free
• no registration required
• meals may be eaten at home or at the site
• there will be special giveaways, crafts and activities
available (not required to participate to receive food)

Funding Summer Food
The Food Depot has secured a
$15,000 matching donation
for funding the 2021 Summer
Food program.

The Summer Food
program is crucial to
youth in the area who
depend on the School
Lunch program to access
weekday meals.
When school is out, accessing
lunch is challenging. The
Food Depot’s Summer Food
program brings the food into
communities, eliminating the
transportation barrier that
may exist.
Donations can be made online
or by check through August 15
to help The Food Depot meet
this matching challenge.
Go to
thefooddepot.
org to donate
or call Mona at
505-471-1633,
ext. 112.

Neighbor to Neighbor
Food Drive

Celebrates 10 Years
Join neighbors and businesses
in the greater Santa Fe area for
the annual Neighbor to
Neighbor Food Drive. This year
the food drive celebrates 10
years of providing support to
The Food Depot’s hunger-relief
work in nine counties in
northern New Mexico.
Continuing to put public health
and safety first, this year’s event
will again be a fund drive. There
will not be a collection of food
as in other years, but the friendly
competition continues.
Neighbor to Neighbor Food Drive
founder Linda Wilder-Flatt has
grown the event substantially
over the years and has several
volunteers on the team this year
to help assist individuals with
any questions on participating.
Help the Neighbor to Neighbor
team reach their goal of at least
150 participating businesses
and neighborhoods and
$185,000 in donations.
Go to thefooddepot.org/n2n
for more information.
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Los Alamos National Labs
Provides Significant Support

Specifica Supports Hunger-Relief Efforts
with Recent Donation

A Generous Donation Provides
877,320 Meals

A Gift To Make
A Difference

The Food Depot saw a sizable
increase in the number of people
experiencing food insecurity in 2020.
It took an incredible amount of
resources to meet this need from
many in the community.
One of the larger contributors
during the height of the pandemic
was the staff donations and
corporate matches from the Los
Alamos National Laboratories
(LANL).
During 2020, a total of $177,606.95
was donated to The Food Depot. In
addition, the annual LANL staff food
drive recently collected $41,723 to
support operations and food
purchases throughout nine counties
in northern New Mexico. The total
amount donated is the equivalent
of 877,320 meals.
While LANL has been a long-time
supporter of The Food Depot’s
hunger-relief efforts for several
years, this donation ranks them for
the first time as the top business/
corporate donor and the fourth
largest donor out of 14,111 donors
in 2020.
The impact of financial support from
LANL cannot be overstated. In a time

where The Food Depot had to make
difficult decisions for safety and
logistical reasons to put in-person
food donations on pause, financial
support was crucial to continue the
level of assistance when many
needed it the most.
A very special thank you to
Los Alamos National Laboratory,
their staff and their institution’s
matching donations for the
outpouring of support.

Comcast
Connection
Community partner Comcast
recently celebrated the 10th
anniversary of Internet Essentials
— their low-cost, high-speed
internet program.
Since 2011, Comcast has
connected more than 296,000 New
Mexicans in need of access to a
home internet connection. New
Internet Essentials customers who
sign up by June 30, 2021, will also
be eligible to receive 60-days of
free internet service.

Specifica is a
progressive
company
developing antibodies for use as
immunotherapeutics, and providing
platform molecular biology tools and
analytics software for antibody
discovery and optimization.
Its customers include multinational
Pharma enterprises as well as a
range of biotherapeutics companies
across North America and Europe. It
is the creation of two long-time
Santa Fe residents determined to
bring cutting-edge biotechnology to
Northern New Mexico, and soon to
be headquartered in new facilities in
the Santa Fe Railyard.

Double
Up
Food
Bucks
Stretching the Food Budget
The Double Up Food Bucks program
helps New Mexicans who receive
SNAP benefits by stretching their
food budget. When using their

"The Food Depot has a long and
successful history of providing
food assistance to people in need in
the Santa Fe area. With the collapse
of the tourist economy as a result of
COVID, we understood that the need
would be greater, and wanted to
make a substantial gift that would
go straight to this need. The Food
Depot was already known to some of
us, and so we were absolutely
confident in their ability to use the
gift to make a difference in the
lives of people suffering from food
insecurity," Ken Sharples, Specifica
CEO, said.
The Food Depot is grateful for the
recent donation from Specifica
which totalled the equivalent of
40,000 meals. Thank you, Specifica!

EBT card at participating Farmers
Markets, grocery stores and food
stands, they can double the amount
of produce purchased.
Spread the word about the
opportunity to get more
fresh produce on the plates of
New Mexicans.
Find participating locations
around the state at
www.doubleupnm.org.
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Prioritizing Data – Guiding New Strategies
directly from those with the closest
understanding of food insecurity
clearly showed the value of such
research.

A Survey to Learn About
Food Insecurity First-Hand
If you have been at one of The Food
Depot’s drive-through food
distributions in the past year, you
have likely seen Gijs VanOort. A
tireless volunteer, Gijs has been on
the front-line directing traffic at
every Thursday morning distribution
and loading vehicles with food at the
Saturday distributions.
What you wouldn’t know about Gijs
is that he has a penchant for data
collection. As he was working at the
food distributions, his wheels were
turning. How was the pandemic
affecting those who were turning to
The Food Depot for help? How had
the need for hunger relief services
changed?
Gijs is an instructor at Texas A&M at
Kingsville and he approached The
Food Depot about developing a
survey to learn more about those
experiencing food insecurity firsthand. The survey was also conducted
in Texas through partnerships with
food banks. People accessing food
support at four of The Food Depot’s
drive-thru food distributions were
given the option to respond to an
eight-question, bilingual survey as
they waited for service.

As the pandemic recedes, The Food
Depot is beginning the work of
reshaping its hunger relief efforts.

Volunteer Gijs VanOort approaches The Food
Depot about developing a survey.

The results served to confirm what
The Food Depot understood
intuitively: 50 percent of
respondents indicated that they were
using hunger-relief services more
often, those who had lost their
employment permanently or
temporarily were finding it more
difficult to access food.
This data enabled the food bank to
move past assumptions and to point
to reliable research. Beyond such
confirmation, the study also
illuminated how specific groups were
impacted and how multiple
pandemic impacts intersected. This
first step into seeking information

The focus will be designing
hunger relief services that
are appropriate to the
individual community
served rather than using a
one-size-fits all approach.
Input from persons experiencing
food insecurity first-hand is an
essential part of this change. In
addition to constructing hungerrelief services that meet people
where they are with what they need,
The Food Depot intends to expand
its role in coordinating wraparound
support services. The intention is to
mitigate food insecurity and poverty
by connecting people to services
that will support them and reduce
their need for hunger relief services
in the future.
Critical to both of these priorities is
the need for robust data that can
inform the decisions that are made.
The Food Depot’s experience with
Gijs' team in examining the impact

of the pandemic on persons
accessing hunger relief services
proved to be incredibly valuable in
better understanding the
circumstances and needs of those
we serve. Future specialized data
collection projects would be
incredibly valuable in designing
effective, efficient programs that
prioritize real needs.
For example: The survey revealed
that women experienced more
change to their employment status,
more stress, and more difficulty in
acquiring food. This aligns with
national coverage of the
disproportionate burden on
mothers during the pandemic. The
Food Depot can use this information
as a starting point of considering
what hunger-relief strategies would
be most effective for this particular
subgroup. How do we meet mothers
where they are with what they
need? How do we provide hunger
relief in a way that reduces burden,
rather than increasing it?
In 2020, The Food Depot and its
partners in hunger-relief work
distributed a record 11.5 million
pounds of food — enough for
9.6 million meals. The coming
months will be an exciting time to
refine strategies to assist northern
New Mexicans in additional,
meaningful ways.

PA G E 14 – W W W.T H E F O O D D E P O T. O R G

PA G E 15

Resource Navigation Spotlight:
Educating the Next Generation
of Social Workers
Students Making a Difference
Regular readers of this newsletter
will know the Resource Navigation
Program engages personally with
hundreds of individuals and families
a year, providing them with food,
Diaper Depot diapers, and a wide
range of resources and assistance
available through the CONNECT
network.

But did you know the
program and The Food
Depot also serve as a fieldinstruction site for Masterslevel social work students
earning their degree at
New Mexico Highlands
University (NMHU)?
“At The Food Depot, students
experience social work values
and ethics in action – including
community service, the dignity
and worth of all people, and a
commitment to social justice,” said
Melissa Williamson, field education
coordinator at the Facundo Valdez
School of Social Work at NMHU.
“Through the mentorship of licensed
social worker and agency instructors,
students are engaged in developing

professional
competencies and
honing the skills that
will support their efficacy
as professionals and agents of social
change,” Williamson added.
Social Work student Rahna Hammad
has been co-instructed by The Food
Depot and Santa Fe County since last
fall. In addition to diverse learning
experiences she has been very
active coordinating the Hope for the
Homebound Program, which delivers
weekly grocery boxes to those who
otherwise lack access to food.
“Helping provide food to individuals
who are homebound has been
profound, especially during the
Covid-19 pandemic,” said Hammad,
graduating in spring 2021 with a
specialty in clinical social work.
“The Food Depot helped me grow
as a social worker, by developing
communication skills with different
populations, enhancing networking,
and learning how to build
relationships with my clients.”
Patrick Elias began his field
instruction placement at The Food
Depot in February 2021 and will
continue through summer. In
addition to assisting community
members through CONNECT, he will
take over Rahna’s role with Hope

for the Homebound when she
graduates.

Thank You,
Jim!

“My internship here at The Food
Depot has been an excellent
experience,” said Elias, who is
specializing in administration
and leadership and has been
learning about grant writing at
The Food Depot. “I love being
involved with the communities
we serve and as a future
social worker, I enjoy working
alongside great people.”

After more than 11
years as a volunteer
with The Food
Depot, Jim Faris is
stepping away from
this role. Jim shared
a few details about his volunteer
experience with us through email:

Resource Navigator Chris
Blumenstein, a licensed clinical
social worker, is enthusiastic
when reflecting on his
experience as field instructor for
Rahna and Patrick.
“Working with Rahna and Patrick
has been a highlight of this
difficult year,” he said. “They
are talented and dedicated
social workers in training,
and we’ve benefited greatly
from their insights and efforts
while working hard to give
them a high-quality learning
experience.

“The program is a
win-win-win-win: A win
for the university, a win
for the students, a win
for The Food Depot, and
most importantly, a win
for the community.”

I always enjoyed The Food Depot, way
back when it was in the other building
just off the street. The staff was small,
we knew everyone and everything took
place in the same small space. Staff and
volunteers were pretty much all put
together or at least related frequently.
We were often in each other's way. The
move into the first new building was
wonderful. We had breaks and we still
sometimes finished our entire job in our
half-day.
Then the pandemic hit, breaking up the
crews, eliminating breaks, and causing a
frequent feeling of more isolation. It
seemed harder to bring about the older
camaraderie, and I only occasionally ran
into old fellow volunteers. But, it was a
way to churn out much more, all
urgently demanded. The Food Depot
was by far the most fulfilling (and fun)
of many of my volunteer experiences.
Jim, The Food Depot is grateful for
the many hours you have invested
with us. Your energy and
conversation will be missed!
Thank you.
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May the Fourth
Be With You

Welcome to The Food Depot Team!

In-Person Food Donations Return
The Food Depot celebrated the
return of in-person food donations
at the warehouse with a “May the
Fourth” themed food drive on —
Tuesday, May the Fourth.
Staff and volunteers took the
opportunity to display their best
Rebel and Empire costumes
throughout the event and welcome
food donors back to the warehouse
for the first time in more than a year.
The May the Fourth Food Drive
collected the equivalent of 2,537
meals at the event.

Volunteers from Market Street help unload a
donation of non-perishable food for the
May the Fourth Food Drive.

Staff hope to make this an annual
event. A special thank you to the
staff of Market Street grocery store for
providing volunteer support
throughout the event. Thank you to
all who participated in this year’s
food drive. You are a welcomed sight
at the warehouse once again.

Wanted...
The Food Depot continues to
welcome non-perishable
food donations, diapers and
paper bags.
Donations are accepted at
the warehouse, 1222 A Siler
Rd., from 1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.
on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. These donations are
received by volunteers.

Tim Fowler, outreach and events coordinator,
greets drivers on Siler Road during the
May the Fourth Food Drive at The Food Depot.

benefiting
The Dannon
Project,
while I was in
Birmingham,
Ala.

Donations are also accepted
during business hours, Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Donations accepted during
these times will be accepted at
self-serve bins.

Steven Bolin
Meet Steven Bolin! He joined The
Food Depot team on May 24 as the
new Volunteer Program Manager.
My name is Steven Bolin. I will be
filling the incredible shoes of Sarah
Carter as Volunteer Program Manager.
Words cannot express how excited I
am to work with an immensely
dedicated staff and corps of
volunteers.
I worked in the corporate world for
12 years while pursuing various
degrees. In those corporate
leadership roles I had the privilege of
working as a volunteer for many
organizations we supported.
I helped serve and direct Tour de
Brewers, a biannual fun run event

I moved to San Diego in 2019 upon
graduation with my Master of Public
Administration from the University
of Alabama at Birmingham. In San
Diego, I worked for the San Diego
Humane Society in the role of
volunteer experience specialist. It
was a role in which I loved and
thrived.
Life changed for everyone over the
past year and so did I. I was so
excited when I saw the volunteer
program manager role at The Food
Depot become available and jumped
at the opportunity. I'm so honored
and thankful to be given the chance
to serve alongside you. I look
forward to meeting everyone and
enhancing this beautiful volunteer
program.
Reach out to Steven at sbolin@
thefooddepot.org with
questions or suggestions for
the volunteer program.
Welcome, Steven!
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Welcome and Congratulations!

Welcome and congrats, Alma!
Alma Rosa Salas Zamago joined
The Food Depot in January 2021 as
the Maintenance Coordinator.
She is from Durango, Mexico. Before
coming to The Food Depot, she
worked for Paul Davis Restoration in
the contents and mitigation sector
for 12 years.
Alma heard about the position
through a friend that works at the
food bank and mentioned she really
enjoyed working at The Food Depot.

She wanted to pursue work that
helped others and applied.
Her responsibilities include
organizing and cleaning offices,
storage and the warehouse. Alma
enjoys working the food distributions
when she is able to assist getting
food out to the community.
Outside of work, Alma attends
English as a Second Language
classes. She enjoys camping with
family, going to the gym, cooking,
gardening, reading and coloring.
These activities help her relax after a
busy week.

Austin’s Year Anniversary

In addition, as the newsletter is
getting ready for press, Alma applied
and has moved into the open Food
Rescue Coordinator position.

Austin’s responsibilities include
coordinating the many logistics of
The Food Depot’s Food 4 Kids
program. This includes working very
closely with partner hunger-relief
organizations and making sure they
have enough supplies each
weekday.

Welcome and congratulations, Alma!

Austin Tyra joined The Food Depot
as the Program Coordinator in June
2020, when the public health
situation was still worsening.
Before joining the food bank, Austin
was working on completing his
Master’s Degree in English
Literature. As a native of northern
New Mexico he wanted to find a way
to give back to the community and
felt that The Food Depot was a great
fit.

Austin recently reflected on his
year with The Food Depot:
The Food Depot's response to the
pandemic was already in full swing
and I was both amazed at their
continued effort as I was proud to be
able to join it. Over the course of one
year I've worked alongside many
incredible staff members and
volunteers in numerous cities, in the
high heat of summer, the freezing

cold of winter, but always in the
name of a hunger free New Mexico.

The dedication and
kindness of everyone
involved in this
organization continues
to inspire me and I look
forward to the next part
of the journey.
Outside of work at The Food Depot,
Austin enjoys golfing with his dad,
reading and going on hikes.
Congratulations and thank you,
Austin!
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and thousands of individual
volunteers. She was instrumental in
reworking the COVID-19 response
policies that kept staff and
volunteers working and safe.

The Food Depot
staff and volunteers
wish Sarah the very best
in her next chapter.

Sarah posed for her "Facebook official" photo
with her nameplate in April 2017.

A Farewell to Sarah
You Will Be Truly Missed
Jill asked Sarah recently if she has a
quote she lives by, a guiding
principle. She answered,
enthusiastically, “Yes!” Then, she
shared it:

“If not me, who?
If not now, when?”
Sarah Carter, volunteer program
manager, has resigned her position
with The Food Depot. Her last day in
the office was June 2. In Sarah's four
years leading the volunteer program,
she enrolled hundreds of special
groups, community service workers,

Jill Dixon, director of development, left, presents
Sarah Carter, volunteer program manager, with
a plaque dedicating the Fresh Food Room in
the warehouse to her on May 27, 2021.

"It has been my experience that
Sarah inhabits this principle with
every breath. As a colleague, as a
friend, as a human, Sarah brings her
best. Her best is uncommon, filled
with the power to bring out
greatness in everyone around her.
She arrived at a moment of
transformation at The Food Depot;
the volunteer program was ready
for its first full-time volunteer
coordinator. Sleeves rolled up, hair
pulled back, Sarah dove in. This
month she moves on to her
next adventure, leaving a vastly
expanded, dynamic volunteer
program that is the backbone of
The Food Depot. From those first
days she led by example, she spoke
thoughtfully and with compassion,
she extended grace to all. We have
all been so fortunate to have basked
in her light for these four years, to
have learned from her, to have
laughed with her. I, for one, am
forever enriched, forever changed.”
		
– Jill Dixon

"It's impossible to put all my
thoughts and feelings about Sarah
into a few sentences. She is one of
the special people I have met in my
life, and the mark she has made on
The Food Depot is deep and
indelible. Sarah's work before COVID
was very special, but when COVID
did come, we saw something truly
remarkable — the efforts and
achievements of a transcendent
talent, pushed to the limit, and
through enormous hard work and
dedication producing and achieving
at the very highest levels of human
endeavor. I know I'm not alone in
feeling honored to have shared this
time with Sarah and in being able to
call her my friend."
		
– Chris Blumenstein
“Sarah, your addictive laugh will be
missed here at The Food Depot. I
remember when I first started, I'd sit
in the downstairs office with a big
smile on my face, because I'd hear
your laugh from down the hall.
You filled the office with joy, and
happiness. Thank you for being an
awesome coworker.”
		
– Robyn Archuleta
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A Farewell to Sarah
continued...
A Lasing Impact – Showing
Compassion and Kindness
To Others

At the conclusion of Souper Bowl 2020,
Director of Development Jill Dixon crowned her
engagement team, including Sarah, for their
hard work on the event.

“You live your whole life and meet a
lot of people along the way, but if
you're lucky every once in a while
you meet a special person who's
kind, caring, giving, understanding
and a truly genuine good person
who makes you want to be better...
One of those is Sarah Carter and I
consider myself lucky to call her my
friend.”
		
– Scott Alexander
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“I appreciate your patience in
showing me the ropes working with
volunteers at The Food Depot. Thank
you for sharing your kindness and
compassion through the darkest
days of the pandemic.”
		
– Tim Fowler
“Sarah is my favorite vegetarian,
although when those special
pastrami occasions come around she
becomes a carnivore! Once in a while
in life you get to meet someone who
is truly human and real — it doesn’t
come around very often! Sarah is
one of the most real individuals
I have ever met. Her hard work,
thoughtfulness, comedy, and just
plain caring will be a true loss to the
work we are doing. I bet the work
that she has done here will remain
one of our greatest accomplishments!”
		
– Justin Peters

Sarah filled the office
with joy & laughter

Sarah taking a much-deserved break in
the voting room after Souper Bowl 2020.

“Sharing an office with Sarah for a
good part of her time at The Food
Depot, I learned so much working
with her. I will always remember the
sounds of her keyboard clicking
away because I have never seen
someone write so many emails. She
inspired me on many days because
her genuine excitement for work is
contagious. Sarah has accomplished
so much in her time at The Food
Depot. The foundation she has laid
will benefit the volunteer program
and communities in northern New
Mexico for years to come. Sarah will
truly be missed.”
		
– Jennifer West
“After working in nonprofits for so
many years, you begin to think you
have nothing new to learn. Working
with Sarah on the Leadership Team,
it was apparent I had much to learn
from her, not only from her
management style, but from her
consistent display of patience,
kindness and generosity with people.
It’s hard to imagine The Food Depot
without Sarah’s laughter ringing in
the hallway outside my office.”
		
– Sherry Hooper
“There are no words to describe the
impact that Sarah has made in her
four years at The Food Depot. She
has amazed us with her unparalleled
kindness, steadfast leadership, and
innovative ideas, especially this past
year. On my first day, I remember
being in awe of her ability to
authentically connect with people,
and she quickly became a role model

Sarah, left, with colleagues Jennifer and
Elizabeth before the Mayor's Ball in October
2017.

for me. She showed me what it
means to be the embodiment of
compassion and service, and I will be
forever grateful for that. Sarah leads
by example and shows that patience,
love, presence, and a sense of humor
are the foundations of a true leader.
Her genuine commitment to the
wellbeing of staff, recipients, and
volunteers shines through in all of
her actions, and it’s been an honor to
serve alongside her. While she will
be sorely missed by all of us, we
wish her the very best with her next
chapter and know that her impact
on the volunteers, staff and larger
community will not soon be
forgotten. #ashcarter”
		
– Ash Engel
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