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Disaster Relief Response Shift to Wildfires
This year’s wildfire season has caused historic loss for our communities.
Pictured Above: The Food Depot's Wayne Martin unloads the truck under a
smoky sky in Las Vegas in May 2022.
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From the Executive Director's Desk

This year, our communities have been faced with new
challenges when we are still recovering from the new world
after passing through a pandemic.
New Mexico is familiar with the damage wildfires cause, but
no one could imagine what this wildfire season would cause.
Devastating loss, that has destroyed generations of family’s
homes and history. We are forever changed.
The Food Depot was ready with food, water and supplies
when called upon when the Calf Canyon, Hermits Peak and
Midnight fires began. We shifted to provide Pop-Up Pantries
in communities where there was additional need. Prepared
meals were available to shelters and evacuees. We hope to
never use our disaster plan, but we prepare for all that we can.

We are proud to work with county and state
emergency personnel, but also to see how
New Mexicans come to the aid of others
when needed.
Please know that The Food Depot will be here to assist those
recovering for as long as it takes. We are committed to
providing nourishment and comfort through the basic need
of food.
Take care of yourselves and each other.
With heartfelt gratitude,
Sherry Hooper
Executive Director
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Want to Get
Involved?
Donate
You can make a monetary
donation:
Online: thefooddepot.org
Over the phone:
505-471-1633, ext. 131
Advocate
You can make a difference by
sharing information about hunger
in our communities. Share
information from our social media
pages or join the Advocacy
Committee.
For more information, email
Cathy Sisneros at csisneros@
thefooddepot.org.
Volunteer
The Food Depot is always
looking for volunteers to join
the team.
To learn how to get involved or
to start an application, visit
thefooddepot.org/volunteer

THE FOOD DEPOT
Board & Staff
BOARD

David Barton, President
Len Rand, Vice President
Thomas Jensen, Treasurer
Caitlin Smith, Secretary
Noah Berke, At Large Member
Brigid Brahe • Scott Bunton • Janet Clow • V. Brian
D'Andrea • Bridget Dixson • Carol Johnson •
Jeremy Miller • Dr. Jill Rhymes • David Risser •
Kristi Salazar • Dr. Bret Smoker • Bill Sveum

STAFF
Sandra Aguilar
Scott Alexander
Robyn Archuleta
Steven Bolin
Kayla Bostic
Amanda Bregel
Luis Calles Montes
Elier Chacon
Zamir Crispin
Jill Dixon
Adan Estrada
Tim Fowler
Enriqueta Granados
Jonathan Griego
Dave Halerz
Sherry Hooper
Kira Howard
Russell Johnson
Sammy Madrid
Wayne Martin
Tori Mendes
Ashlynn Montoya
Louie Montano

Dogucan Nalkiran
Alex Nolasco
Alan Peura
Joyce Pohl
Paul Rodriguez
Alma Salas
Vilma Salinas
Arianna Sanchez
David Sanchez
James Sanchez
Jerome Sanchez
Maria Sanchez
Sal Sandoval
Fred Santistevan
Billie Secular
Michael Silva
Cathy Sisneros
Ever Solis
David Vigil
Joel Villegas
Jerry Wagner
Jennifer West

Thank you to our temporary
staff for assisting during the
COVID-19 crisis:
Alcion Calderon
Mary Ocampo

NORTHERN NEW MEXICO’S FOOD BANK

The Food Depot is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit, non-partisan, and an
equal opportunity provider.
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We "do-nut" know what we would
do without our volunteers.
April was National Volunteer
Month, a perfect time to remind our
volunteers how thankful we are for
their time and dedication.
Each week, volunteers greet clients
at the Food Mobile, load food into
cars during distributions, sort pallets
of fresh produce, pack meals for
school children, manage the
reception desk, organize donations
items for our partner agencies,
and more.

The Food Depot Volunteer Manager
Steven Bolin and Volunteer Coordinator
Amanda Bregel hosted a gathering with lots
of appreciation goodies at The Food Depot's
warehouse on April 29.

They are the heart and soul of
The Food Depot and a driving force
behind our ability to fulfill our
mission of a hunger-free Northern
New Mexico.

Volunteers posed for a group photo after the special food distribution at La Farge Library in
Santa Fe in May 2022.

The month-long celebration began
with a video filled with thank you
messages from staff members
in every single department of
The Food Depot.

“I’m here to say how much
I appreciate you,” shared
Billie Secular, Program
Coordinator for The Food
Depot.

Volunteers pause for a photo during a recent food distribution in Los Alamos.

“All of your work here is profound
and this organization and this work
would not be possible without your
contributions. You are the most
inspiring group of people, so
dedicated to coming in, day in and
day out, week in and week out, to
help provide food to Northern New
Mexicans.”

A donut theme made volunteer
appreciation extra sweet this year.
The volunteer team decorated The
Food Depot lobby and volunteer
spaces with the sweet treat. One
window read, “We donut know
what we would do without you!”
At the end of the month volunteers
were invited to a special celebration
with food, fellowship, and
appreciation gifts. Everyone was
gifted a green The Food Depot
apron, a lanyard, and a volunteer
lapel pin.
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Volunteers Maddy Skrak,
left, and Kenneth Vigil,
posed for a photo during
a food distribution at
The Food Depot on Feb. 17.

Our volunteers deserve recognition
throughout the entire year, so the
volunteer department is also excited
to debut their Volunteer of the
Month Program.
Each month a volunteer will be
chosen who leads by example and
exhibits our organization values:
collaboration, equity, stewardship,
compassion, integrity, visionary, and
continuous learning. This volunteer
will be recognized across The Food
Depot social media and earn a
special patch for their apron.

The volunteer team for the Food 4 Pets Program are seen in the pet food room during a repacking
shift in May 2022.

From The Food Depot Staff:

Volunteers Susan Bower, Janet Williams and
Jo-Anne Skinner pose for a photo in the fresh
food room at The Food Depot.

Members of the Flagstaff Leadership
Academy put together food pantry bags
for distribution.

“The last two years were
incredibly challenging for
everyone, and more
people sought help from
The Food Depot.
We could not have provided food
to such an increased number of
people in need during the
pandemic if not for you. You
showed up in the dark, in the
cold, in the light, in the heat…
wherever we were distributing
food. You did whatever was asked
of you. Thank you for your
dedication to feeding hungry
New Mexicans.”
- Sherry Hooper,
Executive Director

“Thank you volunteers
for your passion, for your
great example, for saving
lives, for your wonderful
work, for your heart and
your soul. Gracias.”
- Zamir Crispin,
Warehouse Projects
Coordinator

Join the volunteer
team at volunteer.
thefooddepot.org.
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Platform Provides
Better Volunteer Experience
Leadership Santa Fe
their schedules on a computer/tablet,
a cell phone, or even the tablet
workstations set up at the warehouse,
helping remove some of the previous
barriers of email alone.
The new volunteer management
platform, Better Impact, gives
volunteers more access, more
information, and more ways to
celebrate each other and be
celebrated at The Food Depot.
The database helps the volunteer
team keep track of credentials
(such as Food Safety and CYFD
clearances), specialized training,
milestone anniversaries, birthdays,
and more. The Volunteer Team is
excited to also have a better way to
track all the hours volunteers
contribute to The Food Depot.
Better Impact allows volunteers more
autonomy over their schedules by
allowing them to schedule
themselves and make adjustments
without delays. Volunteers can see
their daily, weekly, and monthly
schedule at a glance. It allows for the
entire volunteer calendar, including
volunteer opportunities available to
be listed in one place.
With the versatility of the platform,
one doesn’t necessarily need a
computer at home to access Better
Impact. Volunteers are able to access

Pottery Throwdown

It is The Food Depot’s effort and hope
that this will help strengthen
relations with staff and volunteers
through better communication,
transparency, and additional
educational events and training.
Thoughts from current volunteers
about Better Impact:
"It's so easy to go on anytime. There's
no need to call anyone. When I
change my schedule I know The
Food Depot staff will see it. The
system is so efficient and official.
When I see there's a need I can sign
up right away."– Ishwari
"Better Impact makes it so much easier
to reschedule when needed. I can
switch days instantly!" – Bob
"The online system made signing up
as a new volunteer very simple."
– Sharman
"It's very user-friendly. And I can
easily learn the names of my fellow
volunteers thanks to the online
sign-ups." – Sydney

and kindness than I have ever
experienced in my leadership
programs similar to this. Getting
to know each of my classmates,
experiencing Santa Fe through
their lenses of personal experiences
and career journeys has made an
impact on how I see myself and the
community – truly a city different.”

Santa Fe Chamber of Commerce President and
CEO Bridget Dixson, left, The Food Depot
Volunteer Manager Steven Bolin, and
Enterprise Bank & Trust President – Santa Fe
Region – Dion Silva pose for a photo during
the Leadership Santa Fe graduation event in
April 2022.

Volunteer Manager Steven Bolin
recently graduated from the
eight-month Leadership Santa
Fe program. According to the
Leadership Santa Fe website, the
program “is designed to enhance
leadership resources for the
community of Santa Fe.” Participants
complete a number of workshops
and complete civic-minded activities.
Steven had this to share about
his experience:
“It was an honor and privilege
to represent The Food Depot in
Leadership Santa Fe's Class of 2022.
I was part of a group of extraordinary
individuals with more compassion

The Food Depot was honored to
be a part of Paseo Pottery’s first
Pottery Throwdown in their new
space on Rufina Road. Staff and
volunteers took a turn at creating
their own piece of art (and promptly
contributing back to the clay
mound). It was an evening of fun
and philanthropy.
During the Pottery Throwdown,
The Food Depot received a
generous donation of $2,000 from
their annual charity project. Thank
you, Angela Kirkman and her team
at Paseo Pottery! Learn more about
classes and pottery experiences at
https://paseopottery.com.

Tim Fowler,
Events and
Outreach
Coordinator,
takes a turn
at the potter's
wheel during
the Pottery
Throwdown
event on May
6 at Paseo
Pottery.
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Neighbor to
Neighbor

Fund Drive

MORE

Neighbor to Neighbor Fund
Drive – Now Accepting
Registrations and Donations

LANL volunteers repack pinto beans at
The Food Depot.

LANL Continues
Giving Spirit
Thank you, Los Alamos
National Laboratory staff!
Los Alamos National Laboratory
(LANL) has been a long-time
supporter of The Food Depot and its
hunger-relief work.
Their staff’s commitment to
engaging with the food bank at
every level has truly shown once
again in recent weeks.
Volunteers from LANL recently
repackaged bulk pinto beans
totalling more than 3,888 pounds of
beans. Another volunteer team
assisted with a Pop-Up Pantry food
distribution to help those affected
by the wildfires.
In addition, they hosted a staff fund
and food drive that collected
$57,648 and 587 pounds of food
– the equivalent of 233,527 meals.

Summer
Food Program
The Food Depot’s Summer Food
Program continues at three
locations in Santa Fe this summer
through July 29.
On Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays, freshly prepared, graband-go meals will be available
from noon to 1 p.m.
There’s no documentation
required and all ages are welcome
to get a free meal. Find the Summer
Food Program at these locations in
Santa Fe:

•
•
•

Monica Lucero Park,
850 Camino Consuelo
La Familia Medical Center,
1035 Alto St.
Las Palomas Apartments,
2001 Hopewell St.

The 11th annual Neighbor to
Neighbor Fund Drive has started
accepting registrations and donations. Join the friendly competition
between neighborhoods, schools,
businesses, organizations and other
community groups to see who can
raise the most money to benefit
The Food Depot and its nine-county
service area.
This event is The Food Depot’s
largest fundraiser and is crucial to its
hunger-relief efforts.
In 2021, the event exceeded their
goal of $200,000, tallying a record
$201,428.99. This year’s fundraising
goal is $225,000 – the equivalent of
900,000 meals.
Thank you to Linda Wilder Flatt and
her team of volunteers for
continuing this incredible event.
What to get involved as a
volunteer organizer or donor?
Learn more at
thefooddepot.
org/n2n or scan
this QR code
with your cell
phone camera.

Double Up Food Bucks
Stretching Your
Food Budget
For those who receive
SNAP benefits, the
Double Up Food Bucks program
helps New Mexicans stretch their
food budget even more.

When shopping at a
participating Farmers
Market, grocery store or
food stand, those who use
their EBT card will double
the amount of fresh fruits
and vegetables they can
purchase.
Spread the word about the
opportunity to get more fresh
produce on the plates of New
Mexicans. Find participating
locations around the state at
www.doubleupnm.org.
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Fires Devastate
New Mexico
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Totes of produce are set
up for distribution under
a smoky Las Vegas sky.

New Mexicans Supporting
Each Other Through Tragedy
While people are still learning their
new routines in a post-pandemic
world, many New Mexicans have
been dealt with another lifechanging event in 2022: wildfires.
Wildfires are not new to New Mexico,
but this season came on early
and strong. With severe drought
continuing through the southwest,
the possible threat of a new
emergency lingers. Our communities
have forever been changed, with
generations of New Mexicans who
have lost everything.

The Food Depot began its response
with the Office of Emergency
Management in multiple counties
in April. Deliveries of food, water,
sunblock, eye drops and other
supplies were picked up at the
warehouse in addition to deliveries
made out in the counties themselves,
depending on the request. Leaning
on its established disaster response
plan, The Food Depot was able to
quickly respond and continue
with requests.
Shelters were provided with
prepared meals from The Food
Depot’s Kids Kitchen, groceries and
other hygiene items. Thousands of
evacuees were provided the same.

The Food Depot's Warehouse Projects
Coordinator Zamir Crispin gets ready
to distribute produce during a special
food distribution.

In partnership with Governor Michelle
Lujan Grisham’s office, The Salvation
Army and many local agencies, extra
food distributions were established.
As of mid-June, seven Pop-Up
Pantries were established in Mora,
Rio Arriba, Taos, San Miguel and
Santa Fe counties.

The Food Depot's Acquisition Coordinator Sammy Madrid, left, works a special food
distribution in Mora with Office of Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham's Food and Hunger
Coordinator Kendal Chavez.

In May alone, The Food Depot
distributed more than 1 million
pounds of food and water.
Utilizing its disaster relief plan, The
Food Depot holds a certain inventory
on hand when emergencies arise.
With the long-term response this
wildfire season has evolved into,
with multiple fires across multiple
counties, The Food Depot cannot say
thank you enough to the many who
have donated financially, along with
food and supplies. The investment
of time by the volunteers who have
assisted with sorting, packaging
and distributing these items are an
important piece of the distribution

logistics. As of mid-June, the Cerro
Pelado Fire has been contained.
The Hermits Peak, Calf Canyon and
Midnight Fires still continue to burn.

Just as through the tough
times of the pandemic, The
Food Depot will continue
its disaster relief efforts for
as long as needed – for the
many months and years it
will take to recover and heal
our communities.
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Disaster Relief Continued...
A special thank you to
those have supported the
Disaster Relief Fund:
Albertsons Market
Albuquerque Academy
American Home
American Home Furniture and Mattress
BayWa r.e. Solar Systems LLC
Bell Bank Mortgage
Biosteel Sports
BNY Mellon Charitable Fund
Brynda Gonzales State Farm Insurance
Caballeros De Vargas, Inc.
Charityvest, Inc.
Congregation Beit Tikva
Del Norte Credit Union
Elevation Financial Group
First Presbyterian Church of Santa Fe
Girl Scouts of New Mexico Trails
Guadalupe Credit Union
Hanuman Foundation
iHeart Media
Inn of the Five Graces
LongView Asset Management
Meow Wolf
New Mexico Foundation
Nusenda Credit Union

Pepperidge Farm
Presbyterian Santa Fe Medical Center
Prima Title LLC
Pueblo of Isleta Veterans Association
Rio Grande School
Robbie Sommer Interiors
Sacred Garden Santa Fe
Sandia Area Federal Credit Union
Santa Fe Chamber of Commerce
Santa Fe Community Foundation
Santa Fe Farmers’ Market
Santa Fe New Mexican
Santa Fe Reporter
Santa Fe Wine and Chile
SLF Foundation
Smith’s Food and Drug
Sombra Wellness Products
Sprouts
State Employees Credit Union
Taos Community Foundation, Inc.
Target
The Dennis O'Toole Family Foundation
The Golden Eye LLC
The Las Vegas New Mexico Community
Foundation
United Church of Santa Fe
Village Greengrocer
Women's Guild, Church of the Holy Faith

Pallets of food and supplies are lined up
in preparation to begin a distribution.

Radio hosts Jackie, left, Tony, center, and Ryan after hosting their generous
12-hour radio event in support of The Food Depot's Disaster Relief Fund.

Radio Event Supports The Food Depot's
Disaster Relief Fund
On May 20, iHeartMedia,
including regional radio stations
100.3 The Peak and 94 Rock,
hosted a special 12-hour event to
collect donations for the Disaster
Relief Fund. American Home
Furniture & Mattress supplied
the truck to fill with donations
(which we ended up filling five
times!).
In the afternoon, American Home
decided to provide matching
donation hours up to $5,000.

Thanks to the amazing generous
listeners we met the match and
collected $11,557, and 38,644
pounds of food and supplies.
Thank you to everyone who
participated!
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trucks out on the roads before the
sunrise, it’s possible that Fred is
behind the wheel. He’s responsible
for picking up a variety of transportation tasks, but he’s always willing to
help wherever needed. A reliable,
committed and friendly teammate,
The Food Depot is grateful for his
service to hunger-relief work.

Volunteer Program
Provides Special
Support
Mary Rose Ocampo
AmeriCorps SeedCorps
Member Mary Rose
Ocampo joined The Food Depot
team in September 2021. Originally
from San Diego, Calif., Mary moved
to Santa Fe when her partner landed
a job in Santa Fe.
Mary was looking to find something
new in her community and is
considering going back to school.
The AmeriCorps program was very
attractive to her for the personal and
professional opportunities it offers.
Mary has enjoyed connecting with
people daily in her varied position
responsibilities. She often chats
with staff, clients at the Food Mobile
and volunteers.
One of the items Mary had a
significant role in was assisting in
establishing a Food 4 Kids schoolbased pantry at Española Valley
High School, supported by a
NextGenIn grant. In addition, she
crafted a training designed to give
volunteers a better understanding of
The Food Depot’s hunger-relief work.
Several times a week, Mary assists
with planning and logistics for food
distributions, including completing
client registrations and assisting
clients at Food Mobiles.

Mary Rose Ocampo prepares for traffic control
at a recent Mobile Food Pantry distribution in
Los Alamos.

Her service year will conclude in
August 2022. Mary has been an
incredible part of the team. Thank
you, Mary!

A Decade
of Service
Thank you, Jill
and Fred!

Jill Dixon, The Food Depot’s

current Deputy Director, started with
the team as the Development
Director in 2012. Tasked with a
number of fundraising campaigns
and coordinating new initiatives, Jill
has worn a variety of hats within The
Food Depot and has been a crucial
part of the team.
Jill had this to say about her time so
far at The Food Depot:
“Coming to work at The Food Depot
was like finding my place in the
world. All my previous education

and life experiences clicked into
place; this work is what I was meant
to do. The last 10 years have
presented endless opportunities to
create change and challenges that
demand innovation.
I have been deeply awed by the
passion of a team that always aims
higher and a community that always
seeks ways to help others. I am
humbled by the grace of others and
the fundamental importance of what
we do. The time that stands out the
most to me is The Food Depot's
pandemic response. For the rest of
my life, I will hold my head up,
knowing I was part of a team that
stepped forward during one of the
darkest times our community had
ever encountered. The heartbreak of
that time was so visceral, but we
brought hope forward by being our
very best, every day. I am honored to
continue serving Northern New
Mexico as part of that team.”

Fred Santistevan is one of The
Food Depot’s Delivery Coordinators
and has 10 years of service. If you
have seen one of The Food Depot’s

Director of Warehouse of
Operations Scott Alexander had
this to say about Fred:
“Everyone loves him, his
coworkers, his agencies, our
donors and everyone in between.
He takes pride in his work but to me
his greatest joy or pride is his
grandson. Fred has raised this boy
since he was a baby. His eyes light
up when he speaks about him and
the same with the grandson when
you ask him about Fred. Fred
basically put his life on hold to take
care of his grandson and raise him.
Every weekend Fred is doing
something with his grandson.
During the school year he would
pick him up at school everyday and
make sure he was doing his
homework and was OK. This year his
grandson was enrolled in the “Gifted
Program.” This is truly one of Fred's
greatest accomplishments to me.”
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The Importance of
Planned Giving
Leaving a Legacy
A planned gift is a lasting investment
in The Food Depot, advancing the
mission and ensuring our ability to
feed our Northern New Mexicans,
as we have done for more than
28 years.

New School-Based
Pantry Opens
in Española
Providing Shelf-Stable
Pantry Items, Produce and Meat
In January 2022, The Food Depot was
awarded a NextGenIn grant to
launch a new school-based food
pantry, including cold storage.
Through the Food 4 Kids program,
Española Valley High School can now
provide shelf-stable pantry items,
produce and meat.

In the first months of
operations, the food pantry
provided food for 114
individuals (28 households).
A special thank you to food pantry
coordinator Marcella Maestas, PNM
and Impact and Coffee for making
this school-based food pantry possible.

Way to Go!
The Food Depot is proud to
announce the food bank has
received its 14th consecutive
4-star ranking from Charity
Navigator – of the many
nonprofits evaluated – only
1 percent has earned this
distinction.
Charity Navigator is an independent nonprofit that rates
nonprofits in regards to their
transparency, financial health and
other data points to assist donors
in making an informed decision
with donations.
Learn more about
Charity Navigator at
charitynavigator.org.

There are many ways to leave a
planned gift in your will. Naming
The Food Depot as a beneficiary on
your retirement account, including
an IRA, 401(k), and 403(b), or
identifying us as a charitable
remainder trust, are a powerful
legacy.
Planned giving need not replace
gifting assets to friends and family –
if everyone designated just
1 percent of their estate plan for
charities, the world would be a
better place!

What do you
want your
legacy to be?
Why I Give from Board Member,
Brigid Brahe, Owner Santa Fe
By Design, The Food Depot Board
Member 2017-Present:
“As a member of The Food Depot
Board, I have seen up close the
tremendous impact The Food Depot

has made in our Northern New
Mexico community especially during
the Covid crisis. The dignity and
kindness they share with those in
need, the volunteers and employees
is exemplary. When I crafted my
planned giving strategy making
The Food Depot a part of it was at
the top of my list.

It pleases me to know that
with my gift even after I am
gone, I can continue to help
eliminate food insecurity
and help my community
better thrive.”
Please reach out to Kira Howard,
Director of Development,
khoward@thefooddepot.org, or
phone extension 140 to file an
Estate Gift Intention Form or to
discuss your plans.
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Coming Soon:
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the vehicle can serve 250 households, and will serve multiple stops
in tribal and rural communities. The
sides of the trailer open, allowing
people to enter the vehicle and have
a free shopping experience.
The Food Mobile Dos will serve over
30 locations, serving 5,000-25,000
people each month. The price tag
for this vehicle exceeds $1.5 million.

The Food Depot officially launched
the fundraising campaign for
The Food Mobile Dos this June.
Many of you are familiar with
The Food Mobile, a Bookmobile
customized for food distribution
that debuted in July 2021.
The Food Mobile currently serves
11 residential communities in Santa
Fe County once per month
and eliminates the hurdle of
transportation. Clients select from
a menu of available items, and we
recently introduced a diabetes
option for shelf-stable pantry items.
This vehicle can serve up to 80
households. Unfortunately, due to
the age of the vehicle and storage
limitations, The Food Mobile cannot
travel to The Food Depot's service
area of 26,000 miles.

Enter, The Food Mobile Dos!
The Food Mobile Dos is a 53-foot
trailer that creates 900-square-feet
of pantry space. When fully stocked,

An anonymous
board member
has launched a
$100,000
matching
challenge.
Please consider
supporting this vital
cause. We plan to welcome
The Food Mobile Dos to
The Food Depot’s fleet of
vehicles this December.
https://thefooddepot.org/
food-mobile-2/
Thank you to our friends at
Enterprise Bank and Trust for
making a leadership gift of $35,000
towards the purchase of The Food
Mobile Dos.

The Food Depot
Receives Prestigious
Morgan Stanley
Foundation Grant

NORTHERN NEW MEXICO’S FOOD BANK

Together,
we can
end hunger
in Northern
New Mexico

ANNUAL REPORT

The Food Depot was announced as
the recipient of a $75,000 grant
from the Morgan Stanley
Foundation in partnership with
Feeding America.

2021

Get The Food Depot's
2021 Annual Report:
Together, We Can End
Hunger in Northern
New Mexico
If you haven’t seen it yet, our Annual
Report is available to pick up from
our lobby or view on our website.
According to one donor, The Food
Depot’s Annual Report is “One of
the best fact-based reviews I’ve
seen and I’ve written several.”
High praise!
Our Director of Development’s
favorite statistic is that 51% of our
donations come from individual
donors. Thanks to you for your loyal
support!

This grant award supports the
expansion of food choices at our
Mobile Food Pantry distribution sites
in Abiquiú, Chamita, El Rito, Las
Vegas, Los Alamos, Ojo Caliente,
and Pecos. Currently, the Mobile
Food Pantry is a “limited” choice at
these sites. Recipients select one of
2-to 3 pre-packed bags/boxes,
including a box filled with produce
and a pantry bag, and can choose
additional items to add or remove.
This opportunity will advance the
level of choice to “modified” for a
more dignified experience that will
reduce food waste and increase
culturally sensitive food offerings
that meet dietary restrictions.

Go digital
Want less mail? To receive your next
quarterly The Depot Dispatch
electronically, please email Alan
Peura, at apeura@thefooddepot.
org or call 505-471-1633, ext: 145.
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A Closer Look at
The Food Depot's Programs

Volunteers repack pet
food in the pet food
room recently for a
Food 4 Pets food
distribution.



KIDS KITCHEN:
A commercial kitchen with a
dedicated staff, fresh and nutritious
meals are prepared and delivered in
the greater Santa Fe area, focused
on addressing hunger through the
At-Risk Afterschool Meals Program and
the Summer Feeding Program.

So Much More Than Traditional
Food Banking

these days, the programs have
evolved. Let’s take a look:

The Food Depot continues to carry
the responsibilities of traditional food
banking in its nine-county service
area. Food banking is sourcing
food from a variety of avenues:
grocery stores, individual,
organizations, and business food
drives to name a few. The food is
then sorted, placed into inventory
and prepared for distribution to
partner agencies. This important
piece allows partner agencies to
focus on their missions and provide
food directly to those in need.



How well do you know The Food
Depot’s programs related to its
hunger-relief work? As with so much

THE FOOD DEPOT PANTRY:
Evolving into a food pantry, The
Food Depot distributes food directly
to the public, usually every other
Thursday at the Santa Fe warehouse
parking lot, but during disaster relief
efforts, can be at various locations
throughout Northern New Mexico.



THE FOOD MOBILE:
Have you seen the “blue bus” around
Santa Fe County? The Food Mobile is
a revamped bookmobile turned
grocery store. Focused on a clientchoice experience, clients choose
from a menu what food they would
like to take home with them. The
Food Depot staff and volunteers lead
these distributions and serve highneed areas.


The Food Depot staff Amanda Bregel, left,
Billie Secular and Mary Rose Ocampo, get
ready at a recent Food Mobile distribution in
Santa Fe.



RESOURCE NAVIGATION:
Hunger is a symptom of poverty. It
is a priority to meet the immediate
needs of providing food and
nourishment, but The Food Depot’s
resource navigators can also provide
referrals based on a client’s specific
situation to become food secure.



DIAPER DEPOT:
Addressing diaper needs when there
are so few resources to help young
families, this program provides a
supplemental supply of diapers to
families with young children.



FOOD 4 PETS:
In rural communities, clients who are
seeking food assistance may also
receive a supplemental supply of dog
or cat food, ensuring the nutritional
needs of people and their furry
companions are adequately met.



FOOD 4 KIDS:
These school-based pantries provide
food in collaboration of a school
coordinator at the school and The
Food Depot. The funding and food is

provided by The Food Depot while
the school coordinator operates the
pantry for students and families. This
program is funded 100 percent by
The Food Depot.



MOBILE FOOD PANTRY:
These food distributions are
primarily serving rural communities.
The Food Depot delivers a variety of
pantry and fresh foods that are
packaged, sorted and offered to
community members. This program
is funded 100 percent by The Food
Depot.



SENIORS Y MÁS:
Serving the greater Santa Fe area,
groceries are packaged for distribution
by The Food Depot. Distribution
partners pick up the packaged food
and provide door-to-door or
congregate site food offerings to
those they serve. This program is
funded 100 percent by The Food
Depot.



DISASTER RELIEF:
The Food Depot is responsible for
supporting emergency efforts in its
service area. When called upon by
state and local agencies, The Food
Depot provides water, food and
other supplies in the areas needed.
To support any of these programs,
visit thefooddepot.org/donate-2.
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The Food Depot
1222 A Siler Road
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