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Want to Get 
Involved?

Donate
You can make a monetary 
donation:

Online: thefooddepot.org

Over the phone: 
505-510-5890

Advocate
You can make a difference by 
advocating for food security in 
New Mexico by following us on 
social media @thefooddepot 
or by visiting thefooddepot.
org/advocacy.

Volunteer
The Food Depot is in need of 
volunteers! Repack food at 
the Santa Fe warehouse or 
volunteer at a food distribution. 

Learn about our many 
opportunities and join our 
team at thefooddepot.org/
volunteer. 
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From the 
Executive 
Director's 
Desk

NORTHERN NEW MEXICO’S FOOD BANK

In late March, I was proud 
to defend federal programs 
alongside fellow food security 
partners at a press conference 
with Rep. Melanie Stansbury.

Working toward food security 
fills me with both urgency and 
gratitude. Urgency, because far 
too many families still wonder 
about their next meal. Gratitude, 
because I feel the support of 
our network moving in step 
with The Food Depot. I am 
strengthened by the donors, 
volunteers, elected officials, and 
food-security partners who are 
focused on our mission. 

The New Mexicans we serve rely 
on a similar kind of network for 
strength in this complicated world. 
A senior stretches his social security 
with SNAP benefits and meals at the 
community center. Working parents 
stop by Diaper Depot and drive 
through a pantry to stay ahead of 
rising rents. Food is essential, but it’s 
only one part of a stable life. 

In this edition, we strive to look 
beyond The Food Depot’s warehouse 
into the wider network of federal and 
state support. We explore programs 
like SNAP, WIC, Medicaid, and 
Universal School Meals that lift up 
our community alongside the work 

of food banks 
and pantries. 

Think of each 
program as a 
wooden block 
in a Jenga 
tower. Each 
program’s 

“block” 
supports the 
next. Take 

a program away, and the support 
wobbles. However, when programs 
are strong, they can steady our 
clients when paychecks fall short. In 
turn, families are healthier and food 
bank lines shorten. 

The Food Depot’s work to end 
hunger is deeply connected to the 
success of these state and federal 
programs. As you turn the following 
pages, imagine that Jenga tower 
of support and the way each block 
holds the others steady. I hope 
this knowledge leaves you as 
determined as I am to keep these 
programs standing strong, together.

The Food Depot 
Board & Staff
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Across the United States, 
47 million people experience
food insecurity. 

Being able to afford consistent, 
adequate food is a concern for 
families in every community and 
every congressional district. In 
New Mexico, approximately 350,000 
people, including 104,000 children, 
face uncertainty about their 
next meal. 1 

Understanding and addressing 
the root causes of hunger can be 
daunting for New Mexico’s food 
security network. Fortunately, this 
work does not fall on food banks 
alone. We are part of a broader safety 
net—a collection of state and 
federal programs that help 
people meet their basic 
needs and work toward 
long-term stability. 

In this issue of the 
Depot Dispatch, we 
will explore the systems 
that work alongside 
food banks to reduce 
poverty and create food 
security. While these 
programs aren’t 
administered by The Food 
Depot, they are deeply 
connected to our mission. 
They are a focus of our 

From Bills to Meals: 
The Cost of Food 
Insecurity

advocacy and a lifeline for 
the communities we serve.
By understanding these support 
programs, we can develop a greater 
sense of empathy for our neighbors 
and become better advocates on the 
path toward a hunger-free future. 

In 2025, many New Mexicans will 
earn too little income to afford 
basic needs. 

In Santa Fe, a single adult with no 
children must earn a wage of $24.50 
per hour, or $50,800 annually, just 
to afford baseline essentials like rent, 
transportation, and healthcare. 2

For a couple with one child, both 
working full-time, meeting basic 
expenses requires a combined 
annual income of $102,000 before 
taxes. However, the median 
household income in Santa Fe is only 
$78,000. 3

New Mexico’s minimum wage of $12 
per hour is a significant improvement 
over the federal minimum wage 
of $7.25. The City of Santa Fe goes 
further, setting a minimum wage 
of $15 per hour. But even at that 
rate, working full-time year-round 
amounts to just $31,200. 

This is where hunger exists: 
in the gap between payday 
and paying the bills. In 
the need to fix a car, fill a 
prescription, or fit a growing 
child into new shoes. 

The Cost of Living Crisis

When income doesn’t stretch far 
enough to cover fixed costs like rent 
or utilities, groceries often become 
the only part of the budget that 
can be cut. 

This is why programs like 
SNAP, Medicaid, utility 
aid, and food banks are 
essential. 

They help ease financial pressure and 
allow families to direct their limited 
income where it’s needed most.

Food   $891
Child Care  $1,248
Medical   $706
Housing  $1,634
Transportation  $1,252
Civic Engagement   $581
Internet/Mobile   $185
Other   $843

Monthly Total  $7,341

Monthly Basis Needs Budget in  
Santa Fe, NM 4

2 Adults,1 Child

1-  Feeding America, Map the Meal Gap, 2023
2-  Dr. Amy K. Glasmeier, Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology Living Wage Institute (MITLWI), 
2025

3-  Santa Fe County, New Mexico, US Census 
Bureau, 2023

4- Glasmeier, MITLWI, 2025

Bills, 
rent, 

medicine, 
food...

how to choose?
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Client Stories

Meet Richard

I’m 81 and live in a senior apartment 
in Santa Fe. It took over a year on 
the waiting list, but I’m grateful to 
be here. My neighbors and I look 
out for each other. We share stories 
and take the city van together to 
the senior center for lunch.

Three years ago, I lost my wife of 
54 years. Her photo on my dresser 
reminds me I’m not alone.

I get by on $1,200 a month from 
Social Security. When the budget 
gets tight, I meet the Food Mobile 
at our complex or use SNAP to pick 
up my favorite soup. Turquoise Care 
covers my prescriptions and doctor 
visits.

These programs don’t solve 
everything, but they help me 
stay steady. I can tend to my porch 
garden, call my grandkids, and keep 
food in the fridge.

Meet Sonia

I work at a hotel front desk in Taos, 
and my husband teaches 2nd grade. 
We both work full time, but with 
three kids and high rent, it’s hard to 
stretch each paycheck.

Universal school meals help. Our 
older two eat breakfast and lunch at 
school, and the school pantry sends 
home groceries.

Our baby was born early and needs 
extra care. Medicaid covers his 
appointments and prescriptions, and 
WIC helps with formula. We also pick 
up diapers from The Food Depot’s 
Diaper Depot.

We still budget closely, but these 
programs let us focus on raising 
healthy kids instead of worrying 
about the next bill or grocery run.

The Federal Poverty Guidelines

Each January, the United States 
Department of Health and Human 
Services updates the Federal 
Poverty Guidelines (FPG).   The 
FPG, often expressed in various 
percentage levels, determines 
eligibility for most federal and state 
assistance programs featured in this 
edition of the Depot Dispatch.

For example, in New Mexico, most 
households qualify for SNAP if their 

So Who Qualifies?
gross monthly income is at or below 
130% and net monthly income falls 
at or below 100% of the FPG. 

An important tool for food 
security advocates

Knowing the Federal Poverty 
Guidelines helps advocates identify 
benefit eligibility, be aware of the 
“benefits cliff” when families may 
lose assistance, and understand why 
even full-time workers need these 
programs.

2024 Poverty Guidelines:
48 Contiguous States (all states except Alaska and Hawaii)

House-
hold / 
Family 

Size

100% 130% 200% 100% 130% 200%

1 15,060.00 19,578.00 30,120.00 1,255.00 1,631.50 2,510.00

2 20,440.00 26,572.00 40,880.00 1,703.33 2,214.33 3,406.67

3 25,820.00 33,566.00 51,640.00 2,151.67 2,797.17 4,303.33

4 31,200.00 40,560.00 62,400.00 2,600.00 3,380.00 5,200.00

Dollars Per Year Dollars Per Month

Source: HHS Poverty Guidelines for 2025, USDHHS, 2025
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SNAP: Increasing 
Access to Groceries

In 1939, Mabel 
McFiggin of 
Rochester, New 
York purchased 
the nation’s 
very first food 
stamps. With 

the purchased orange stamps, she 
could buy any groceries. With the 
supplemental blue stamps, she 
could buy designated surplus crops. 
President Johnson made the 
Food Stamp Program permanent 
in 1964. In the late 1970s, food 
stamps became a fully subsidized 
benefit based on income and need, 
extending nationwide. The 2008 
Farm Bill renamed Food Stamps to 
SNAP, the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program. 

SNAP has shifted over the decades in 
response to political administrations, 
economic recessions, and population 
shifts. 

However, one fact remains 
steadfast: SNAP is the 
largest, and most effective, 
anti-hunger program in 
America. 

SNAP Basics 
Anyone who completes the full SNAP 
application process (and is eligible) 
will receive benefits. Once enrolled, 
benefits are automatically loaded 
onto an Electronic Benefit Transfer 
(EBT) card each month, which works 
like a debit card.  In New Mexico, 
SNAP is administered by the Health 
Care Authority. 

SNAP households can use their 
EBT card to buy eligible grocery 
items at authorized retailers. While 
many convenience stores accept 
SNAP, more than 80% of benefits 
are redeemed at supermarkets and 
superstores. Nationwide, over 
250,000 retailers participate in 
the program. 5 SNAP stimulates 
the economy and creates jobs, with 
every $1 spent in SNAP generating 
$1.50 of economic output. 

The federal government pays the full 
cost of SNAP benefits and splits the 
cost of administering the program 
with individual states. 

SNAP in New Mexico

In 2024, SNAP helped more than 
41 million Americans afford a basic, 
healthy diet, including 451, 000 
New Mexicans, or 21% of the state’s 
population. 6

SNAP supports working families. 
Between 2019 and 2023, an average 
of 79% of SNAP households in 
New Mexico included at least one 
employed person. 7 Occupations 
vary, but the largest groups are in 
food service, healthcare support, and 
other service industries. Many rely 
on SNAP to help supplement low or 
unstable wages.

About 48% of SNAP households in 
New Mexico include children, and 
35% include seniors. Adults over 60 
and people with disabilities who 
receive SNAP may not be required 
to work. Most adults ages 18–52 
without children are required to 
work at least 80 hours per month, or 
participate in a job training program, 
to maintain their benefits long-term.

The average SNAP 
benefit in New Mexico is 
$6 per person each day. 

In Their Own Words 

A few months ago, I got hurt on 
the job and needed shoulder 
surgery. I’m a single dad with a 
teenage daughter, and being out 
of work made things tight. I’ve 
always tried to make sure she’s 
taken care of, but I was worried 
about bills and food. 

Before the injury, I didn’t think 
much about programs like SNAP. 
But someone suggested I apply, 
and I’m really glad I did. My first 
payment came last week, and I 
already feel relieved. Just knowing 
we can afford groceries while I 
recover has made a big difference 
for my family.

What can you buy with 
SNAP?

 breads and pastries
 meats, poultry, and fish
 fruits and vegetables
 dairy products
 snack foods

What can not be bought 
with SNAP?

×	 hot, prepared foods
× 	 alcoholic beverages
× 	 tobacco products
× 	 nutritional supplements
× 	 medicines
× 	 household goods 
× 	 pet food

5- SNAP Retailers Database. Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities, 2025

6- SNAP: State by State Data. Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities, 2025

7- Protect SNAP New Mexico. Food Research and 
Action Center, 2025
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Universal School 
Meals

A young boy stops at the Food Mobile with his 
mom after a day at Sweeney Elementary School.

“When we feed our children, we’re 
feeding our future. Investments 
today yield generations of healthier 
New Mexicans.” Governor Michelle 
Lujan Grisham 

In 2023, New Mexico became one 
of just five states to offer universal 
free school meals. Thanks to the 
Healthy Hunger-Free Students Bill of 
Rights Act, every student in public 
and charter schools now receives 
free breakfast and lunch, no matter 
their household income. 8

The Importance of 
School Meals

•	 A well-fed student can focus on 
class, not hunger.

•	 All students go through the 
same lunch line, reducing 
stigma. 

•	 Families no longer fill out 
eligibility forms, so schools 
spend less time processing 
paperwork. 

Before 2023, students had to qualify 
for free or reduced-price meals 
based on Federal Poverty Guidelines. 
About 71% of New Mexico students 
qualified, but the process left some 
students out, leaving families to pay 
out of pocket and school districts to 
cover debt. In fact, 32% of families 
said paying for school meals 
contributed to financial hardship. 9

Now, the cost is shared between the 
state and the National School Lunch 
and Breakfast Programs so school 
districts and families are no longer 
left with the bill.

Universal School Meals 
does more than nourish 
New Mexico’s students. 
This reliable source of 
meals lifts a daily cost from 
working parents and helps 
every child walk into the 
classroom ready to learn.

Caring for our Aging Elders

More than 60,000 seniors face food insecurity in 
New Mexico: over 10% of the elder population.

Aging on a fixed income, navigating 
chronic health conditions, and living 
far from essential services can all 
make it harder to afford the cost 
of living. Many elders also take on 
caregiving responsibilities, with 
thousands of grandparents raising 
grandchildren across New Mexico. 
These “kinship caregivers” often 
stretch their limited resources to care 
for their family.

The most significant support for 
older adults is Social Security, which 
lifts over 16 million seniors above the 
poverty line nationwide each year. 
But the average benefit of $1,862 per 
month still leaves little room for rising 
costs or emergency expenses. 10  In 
New Mexico, many elders supplement 
fixed incomes with food assistance, 
housing aid, or meals provided 
through local senior centers.

County-run Divisions of Senior 
Services are a lifeline in many 
communities, offering low-cost 
congregate meals, social activities, 
and transportation to medical 
appointments. At the state level, 
the New Mexico Aging & Long-
Term Services Department 
provides a wider network of 
resources, including Alzheimer’s 
support, memory care, and 
protective services.

A senior picks up 
groceries from 
The Food Depot.

A grandmother 
visits Casita de 
Comida with 
her grandson.

In Their Own Words 

“My wife and I live on just our 
social security. I worked at the local 

chemical plant my entire life, 
but the rising cost of utilities and our 

insurance took our savings. 
We get most of our meals delivered 

from the senior center and come 
to the pantry once a month, 

which really helps. It takes about an 
hour to drive to the nearest doctor 

or to even pick up medicine.” 

8 - Governor Signs Senate Bill 4, Office of the 
Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham, 2023

9- Community Eligibility Provision. No Kid     
Hungry, 2025

10- Social Security Lifts More People Above. Center 
for Budget and Policy Priorities, 2025
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THE BUILDING BLOCKS of Long-Term Stability

Did you know? 

SNAP provides nine times 
more meals than the 
entire Feeding America 
network of food banks 
across the United States. 
Safety net programs give 
people the flexibility to 
purchase food when 
needed, provide lifesav-
ing healthcare, or supply 
a funding boost when 
an unexpected expense 
arises. State or federal 
programs leave space for 
the food bank to steady 
a family when a budget 
tightens. 

The Food Mobile brings groceries 
directly to an income-based senior 
apartment complex in Santa Fe. 

Food banks are just one part of the effort to create 
communities where families are healthy and fed. 

Safety net 
programs make 
this goal possible. 

The Food Depot’s 
drive-through 
pantry brings 
rural groceries to 
individuals living in 
food deserts like 
Des Moines, NM. 

Diaper Depot provides a 
week's worth of diapers 

to a working parent. 

The Food Depot partners with Adelante, 
an organization working with the public 
schools to support homeless students, to 
provide food and personal care products.
 

How Does The Food Depot Steady the Tower?
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New Mexico’s Women, Infants, and 
Children (NM WIC) pairs education 
with financial support so families 
can keep their children healthy. 
WIC has proven to be incredibly 
effective in increasing health 
equity for all families, regardless 
of income. Nutrition counseling, 
along with breastfeeding support, 
are cornerstones of WIC. In 2024, 
WIC supported the nutrition and 
development of more than half of 
New Mexico’s babies, 52% or 459,000 
families. 11

Aside from meeting income 
eligibility guidelines, a WIC family 
includes an individual who is either 
currently pregnant or breastfeeding 
a baby under one year of age, a baby 
who is less than one year old, or a 
child who is less than five years old. 
Families that already qualify for SNAP 
qualify for WIC. 

Once enrolled, families 
receive an electronic EBT 
card that reloads every 
month with a tailored 
“food package.” The funds 
cover staples like milk, eggs, whole-
grain bread or tortillas, iron-rich 

WIC: 
“By Your Side, Pregnancy to 5”

cereal, beans or peanut butter, and 
a cash allowance (about $26 per 
person) for fresh or frozen fruits 
and vegetables. Infants receive 
formula or baby foods as needed, 
and breastfeeding parents gain 
access to peer counselors and free 
breast pumps. WIC dollars also flow 
into local farmers’ markets: each 
participant gets a $40 booklet to 
spend directly with New Mexico 
growers. In 2024, the majority of  
WIC funds were spent by families 
on fruits and vegetables and milk. 

NM WIC also includes a senior 
farmers’ market program. Eligible 
seniors aged 60 and older, or 55 
and older for Native American 
participants, receive up to $100.00 
each month to spend at local 
farmers’ markets. WIC is seen as the 
original “food is medicine” program 
for its awareness of the role of 
nutritious food in preventing disease 
and promoting wellness. 12

Investing in the Health of 
New Mexico Babies

The Diaper Depot

Diapers are as vital to a baby’s health 
as food, yet WIC and SNAP do not 
help a family with this expense. 
About half of families with young 
children in the United States struggle 
to afford enough diapers. This worry 
impacts other areas of their life, 
including health and work. Without 
diapers, many parents can’t send 
their children to daycare, forcing the 
parent to miss work and lose income. 
Conversely, if parents can’t meet 
work requirements, they may lose 
eligibility for programs like SNAP or 
child care assistance.

An average monthly supply of 
diapers costs $80 to more than 
$100, or at least $1,000 annually 
for a minimum supply. This is a 
significant expense considering 
52% of families in New Mexico 
live below 200% of the Federal 
Poverty Guidelines. Single parent 
households also report spending 
44% of their income on infant care. 
Is it no surprise that parents report 
skipping meals to provide for their 
infants? 13  In 2014, The Food Depot’s 
Diaper Depot program was born to 
help close that gap. Today, The Food 
Depot distributes diapers at their 

warehouse in Santa Fe, at Casita de 
Comida in Espanola, and through 
dozens of partner nonprofits. Diaper 
partners include church pantries, 
youth shelters, maternal support 
programs, and more. The Food 
Depot is also part of the National 
Diaper Bank Network, a national 
organization of diaper banks focused 
on advocacy and awareness. 

Zamir Crispin and Alma Salas 
celebrate a diaper delivery from the 

National Diaper Bank Network.

11 - 2024 Annual Report, NM WIC, 2024
12 - Ibid.

13 - New Mexico Diaper Facts, New Mexico Diaper 
Bank Network, 2024

   In Their Own Words 

My sister and I both come to 
Diaper Depot. Knowing we will have 
diapers for the babies definitely helps 
me save money for other things like 

food. I work at a local store, but I 
never know how many hours I’ll get 
that week, so it’s hard. Sometimes 
I sit in my car and cry when I think 
about how I am going to feed my 
kids because I don’t want them to
 know that I worry. So, having the 

diapers [from The Food Depot] 
for them really helps. 
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Nutritious food and access to 
health care go hand in hand. 

When families can afford healthy 
food and get the care they need, 
they experience fewer health 
complications, fewer emergency 
room visits, and lower rates of 
chronic disease. Advocating for 
health equity, especially in rural 
communities, is essential to long-
term food security for children and 
families.

The largest provider of health care 
in New Mexico is Medicaid, also 
known as Turquoise Care.

Medicaid provides health insurance 
to low-income New Mexicans. It 
covers pregnant women, perinatal 
care and births, pediatric health, 
families, seniors in long-term care, 
people with disabilities, individuals 
in mental health crisis, and others. In 

Food Security 
Includes Healthcare

April 2025, more than 830,000 New 
Mexicans were enrolled in Turquoise 
Care. The program covers 70% of 
births and children under one year 
of age, and reaches about 40% of the 
state’s population. 14

Eligibility is based on the Federal 
Poverty Guidelines (FPG). Most adults 
qualify if they earn less than 138% 
of the FPG. This is less than $21,000 
per year for an individual. The 
majority of enrolled adults in New 
Mexico are working, and children 
make up the largest group served by 
the program. Medicaid also plays a 
critical role in providing behavioral 
health care for people facing mental 
illness, substance use disorders, and 
traumatic brain injuries. 15

Medicaid is essential to rural 
communities.

In rural areas, where many Northern 
New Mexicans face provider 
shortages, long travel distances, 
and limited public transportation, 
Medicaid is tied to the survival of 
many communities. In 2025, 37% 
of rural residents in New Mexico 
were enrolled. Because so many 

Medicaid and SNAP 
work together to keep 
families fed, healthy, and 
stable. Around 40% of 
beneficiaries are enrolled 
in both programs.  

people rely on it, the entire health 
care system depends on Medicaid 
funding in rural areas. Hospitals, 
clinics, or the local company who 
provides elder care or transportation, 
use reimbursements to maintain 
staffing, balance commercial rates, 
and keep their doors open. Without 
this support, many rural health 
centers in New Mexico would not 
survive. 16

45% 47%

57%

36%

39%

43%

47%

47%

32%

40%
71%

51%

48%

53%

34%

47%

36%

45%

42%

37%
30%

47%

73%

39%

63%

9%

29%

12%

19%
5%Los Alamos

2%

37%

12%

Medicaid as a Percentage of County Population

The Food Depot’s county areas that 
have at least 30% of their population 
enrolled in Medicaid. 

Counties that have at least 30% 
of their population enrolled in 
Medicaid.

Counties with less than 30% of 
their population enrolled in 
Medicaid. 

Key:

More than 350,000 of New Mexico's children 
rely on Medicaid for their health care. 

A senior client 
in Española 
chooses 
groceries 
at Casita de 
Comida.  39% 
of individuals 
in Rio Arriba 
are enrolled in 
Medicaid. 

14- Medicaid in New Mexico, KFF, 2025
15 - Potential Federal Medicaid Cuts, NM Health Care Authority, 2025
16- Medicaid’s Role in Small Towns and Rural Areas, Georgetown University, 2025
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Advocating for strong safety net 
programs, like those featured in 
this edition, is essential to The Food 
Depot’s mission to create a food-
secure Northern New Mexico. 
These programs do more than help 
families make ends meet; they form 
the foundation that lets people live 
with stability and dignity. 

Here are a few ways The Food 
Depot works to protect and 
strengthen that foundation:

Supporting Clients 
Through Navigation

The Food Depot’s Navigators help 
clients find more than food. In 
addition to sharing information 
about pantry distributions and 
special programs, Navigators assist 
clients with understanding and 
signing up for safety net benefits 
like SNAP, Medicaid, LIHEAP (energy 
assistance), and TANF (funds for low 
income families). These programs 
often provide critical support 
when grocery budgets are tight or 
unexpected bills arise.

By helping families connect to these 
services we are supporting individual 
households and  contributing to 
accurate funding, better planning, 

and reduced strain on the charitable 
food system.

Partnering with 
Policymakers

We know that elected officials at 
every level shape the success of 
safety net programs. That’s why The 
Food Depot works year-round to 
provide local stories and real-world 
program impacts to policymakers. 
During the 2025 NM Legislative 
Session, we advocated for funding 
and/or improvements to SNAP, 
Universal School Meals, and the Child 
Tax Credit, among others.

Decision-makers turn to The Food 
Depot to understand what hunger 
looks like in Northern New Mexico 
and why safety net programs are so 
essential. 

Standing Up for the 
Programs that 
Support Families 

The Food Depot traveled to Clayton Ranch 
Market to speak on the economic benefits of 
SNAP and the importance of rural grocery 
store access. 

Congresswoman 
Teresa Leger 
Fernández 
speaks with 
Daniel Griego 
at the Raton 
Hunger Pantry. 

Using Our Voice 
for Change

When programs are at risk, 
The Food Depot speaks up. 
We’ve joined local radio 
conversations, hosted 
town halls, and traveled to 
communities most affected 
by policy shifts. Alongside 
our nonprofit partners, we 
organize panels, conferences, 
and town halls that elevate the 
importance of these programs 
and the role they play in our 
hunger-relief network.

The Food Depot's staff and board members on Hunger Action Day. 
During the 2025 NM Legislative Session, The Food Depot

advocated for safety net programs.

In June 2025, The 
Food Depot joined 
other nonprofits for 
a town hall to discuss 
programs impacted 
by federal funding. 
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Thank You, 
Letter Carriers and 
Community!

This is part of a continued series to explore the movement of food in 
and out of The Food Depot warehouse. 

Stamp Out Hunger 2025

Stamp Out Hunger 2025 was an 
enormous success, with more than 
29,000 pounds of pantry staples 
collected for communities across 
Northern New Mexico. 

Held each year on the second 
Saturday in May, this nationwide 
food drive is the largest of the year 
for The Food Depot,. It's an exciting 
collaboration between food banks 
and the National Association of 
Letter Carriers (NALC), the union 
representing non-rural USPS letter 
carriers. 

This year, NALC Branches in Santa Fe, 
Los Alamos, White Rock, and Española 
participated in the drive. Efforts are 
led by the branch in Santa Fe. 

Thank You, Los Alamos National Laboratory!

2025 Spring Food Drive 
provides 337,000 meals

A huge thank-you to Los Alamos 
National Laboratory (LANL) for 
making the 2025 Spring Food Drive 
a tremendous success! Throughout 
April, The Food Depot partnered 
with the laboratory's Community 
Partnerships Office to contribute 
food, funds, and volunteer hours to 
support food security in Northern 
New Mexico. 

This year's drive provided three 
opportunities to make a difference: 
donate funds, give time, and fill 
food drive barrels. Employees 
volunteered across Santa Fe, Los 
Alamos, and Rio Arriba Counties. 
They spent time at Casita de Comida, 
the Thursday morning drive-through 
pantry in Santa Fe, and The Food 
Depot's warehouse. Additionally, 
employees gave time to multiple 
partner agencies. At the Lab, staff 
helped lead collection efforts, filling 
donation barrels at hundreds of 
locations across the campus. 

The impact was incredible: 
LANL employees donated 
$83, 015 (a 17% increase 
from last year) and 6,622 
pounds of food. Their 
impact will provide more 
than 337,000 meals! 

Spring Food Drive Success	 Spring Food Drive Success	 Spring Food Drive Success	 Spring Food Drive Success	 Spring Food Drive Success	 Spring Food Drive Success	 Spring Food Drive Success	

Letter carriers in Los Alamos, Rio Arriba, and 
Santa Fe Counties supported The Food Depot 
for Stamp Out Hunger 2025.

Local Girl Scouts, Albertsons Market/Market 
Street Team Members, and LANL employees 
all volunteered on May 10th. 

On May 10, letter carriers picked 
up non-perishable food donations 
left near mailboxes on their regular 
routes. Donations were sorted at 
local post offices and delivered to 
The Food Depot for distribution to 
nonprofit partners. 

Special thanks go to the Albertsons 
Market and Market Street team 
members, Girl Scout Troop 873 
from Chaparral School, and LANL 
employees who volunteered on 
Stamp Out Hunger to unload 
donations from mail trucks!

The Food Depot relies on donated  
food from individuals, drives, and 
grocery stores throughout the year. 
In fact, 20% of annual distribution 
comes from generous community 
contributions. 

LANL's commitment doesn't stop 
at the end of the spring food drive. 
Employee Resource Groups regularly 
volunteer at The Food Depot's 
warehouse and programs, and staff 
lend their time each month at the 
Los Alamos County drive-through 
pantry distribution. 

The Food Depot is proud to partner 
with LANL employees and the 
laboratory's Community Partnerships 
Office. We are deeply grateful 
for their continued dedication to 
Northern New Mexico communities. 

The Food Depot's Board Member and LANL 
Director Steven Coleman speaks at the 2025 
Food Drive Kickoff.

LANL employees donated more than 6,600 
pounds of food in just a few weeks!
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Zamir Crispin and 
Wayne Martin

show off The Food Depot's 
brand new "pantry boxes."

Pauline Montoya, Atom 
Green, Robyn Archuleta, 

Amanda Bregel, Jill Dixon, 
and her daughter Avalon

celebrate 
"Crazy Hat Day!"

Elier Chacon and Fernando Garcia

distribute watermelons at the 

Pojoaque Food Mobile.

Pauline Montoya, James Sanchez, 
Jerome Sanchez, and Diego Salinasenjoy the Spirit Week Staff Picnic.

The Food Depot 
Staff Scrapbook
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Th
e 

Fo
od

 D
ep

ot
 

12
22

 A
 S

ile
r R

oa
d 

Sa
nt

a 
Fe

, N
M

 8
75

07

N
O

N
-P

R
O

FI
T 

O
R

G
.

U
.S

. P
O

ST
AG

E 
PA

ID
SA

N
TA

 F
E,

 N
M

 
PE

R
M

IT
 N

O
. 3

66

N
O

RT
H

ER
N

 N
EW

 M
EX

IC
O

’S
 F

O
O

D
 B

A
N

K

Th
e 

N
ei

gh
bo

r t
o 

N
ei

gh
bo

r 
Fu

nd
 D

ri
ve

 h
as

 b
eg

un
!   

G
o 

to
 th

ef
oo

dd
ep

ot
.o

rg
/n

2n
 to

 fi
nd

 y
ou

r t
ea

m
 a

nd
 

do
na

te
 to

w
ar

d 
ou

r s
ha

re
d 

go
al

 o
f 2

 m
ill

io
n 

m
ea

ls
. 

H
ur

ry
! F

un
d 

dr
iv

e 
en

ds
 S

ep
te

m
be

r 2
3r

d.
 

Fu
nd

 D
ri

ve
 

N
ei

g
h

bo
r

 to 
N

ei
g

h
bo

r
 


